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By the time this hits your 
mailbox/inbox the Regatta 
season will have wrapped up, 
and winter preparations will 
be well under way. Fall sailing 
has long been my favorite 
time of the year as the breeze 
returns and the water is still 
warm. This Fall however I  

didn’t get to sail as much as I would have liked, a 
problem shared by many of you as well I’m sure.  Your 
Board of Directors has been busy with class business 
and is very proud to announce that Bryan Parker has 
been voted in as the new Chief Measurer. Bryan is a 
longtime volunteer to the class in many roles and has 
served on the Measurement Committee for the better 
part of a decade. I look forward to his energy and ideas 
in the coming year.  A big thank you to Tim Parker for 
doing such a great job in this role these past few years. 
In another piece of Board news Mike McClinchie has 
agreed to step in to the Southern Ohio Vice Presidents 
chair. Thank you Steve Nearing for your support of the 
Southern Ohio Fleets this year as the Southern Ohio 
VP. 

 As we close up the sailing clubs for the winter and 
prepare our boats for hibernation I am reminded of 
several articles in past Intercoms talking about Proper 
winter storage. There is no substitute for doing this right 
as the damage caused by neglect can be catastrophic. 
If your boat is being stored outside, please make sure 
that it will remain dry in the bilge and double check that 
your tarps and tie downs are up to the job.  With winter 
meetings upcoming and next year’s Nationals to plan 
for, your Board will be busy getting to talk sailing while 
the snow flies. Please be safe this winter and have a 
wonderful Holiday season. Make your resolution to get 
that boat out more than you did last season.  

 

 

Interlake Midwinters 

Save the Date  ~  March 9 – 11, 2018 
 
Fireball and  
Friends (that’s us!) 
Regatta 

 

 



The Intercom    
 
 

4 

  

 

By Interlake National Champion, Jim Ward, Interlake #1425 

 

 

This year’s US Sailing Championship of Champions 
event was raced in Sonars at the Waterfront Boating 
Center in Oyster Bay, NY.   Oyster Bay is located just 
outside of New York City, and is most known for a racing 
area with an eight and half foot tidal flow.  As a result, the 
tide was often a bigger factor then the wind.  The event 
was raced in one year old equally matched Sonars.  The 
C of C’s is a unique event, as each competitor is a current 
World or National Champion from a different class, with a 
special guest being invited to round out the fleet.  This 
year’s special guest was Steve Benjamin, who flew 
straight to the event from San Francisco, where he had 
just won the Etchell World Championships the week prior. 
 His crew consisted of Chris Larson, and Phil Trinter, a 
past Star World Champion and proud member of Lorain 
Sailing and Yacht Club.  He also brought his newly 
christened 65-foot wooden motor yacht to be his tender 
for the week, and to provide highspeed tows to and from 
the race course.  Truly “Benj’s” program is on a different 
level.  This year’s event was a bit unique, as all the racing 
was filmed live via drones, and commentary was provided 
by US Sailing.      

I asked my good friends Surge Vanderhorst, and 
James Keane to crew for me.  I was fortunate to bring two 
great crew, who are not only really good sailors, but they 
are also fellow representatives from the Interlake class.  
Surge is a previous Interlake class National Champion, 
and James has owned/raced Interlake #234 with his 
family for years, and he also happens to be the best bow 

guy that I know with an even better sense of humor.  
Going into the event, we talked about the fleet, and set 
what we felt were realistic expectations.  With the fleet 
consisting of the current J22 National/World Champion, 
Sunfish World Champion, Lightning class champion, a 
Resolute Cup winner, last year’s winner from the JY-15 
class, and numerous college All-Americans, we figured 
finishing in the top ten would be a battle.     

The fleet was extremely aggressive, and getting to the 
first mark in the top five was a challenge throughout the 
event, as literally it seemed like everyone got to the top 
mark at the exact same time.  Eight different teams won a 
race (including us), which showed how competitive the 
fleet was as a whole.  Being a round robin format, it was 
noted early by the PRO that maximum races were going 
to be sailed with three-minute starting sequences to 
complete a round robin.  This made for somewhat long 
days, as we often waited for hours for the breeze to settle 
in.  The first two days were sailed in 0-5 knots of breeze, 
and the last day was epic, as the breeze built to 18-25 
knots accompanied by sideways rain. 

Overall, we felt that we had good speed up-wind, and 
we were fortunate to have some good races, but the 
overall talent in the fleet, made it tough to come back from 
any errors.  We were tied for fourth after the first day, and 
celebrated by doing our best to thin the local oyster 
population at a local restaurant.  The second day, I made 

Continued on page 5 

 

 

Intercom Feature            
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a few careless calls on mark roundings, which cost us 
dearly, as any spins resulted in double digit finishes.  On 
the last day, there were numerous breakdowns 
throughout the fleet due to the big breeze.  We were 
unlucky to break a spinnaker shackle in the second to last 
race which cost us a top finish.  We came back to sail a 
great last race passing Steve Benjamin at the finish on 
the final beat for a second.  This allowed us to finish on a 
high note, and allowed us to jump to the front of the 
launch line, which was a tremendous way to end the 
event.     

Steve Benjamin won the event, as he sailed very 
smart and consistently.  He finished just ahead of Chris 
Raab from Los Angeles, who represented the Mercury 
class.   Chris is a larger than life character, who truly 

made the event more fun.  He beat Paul Cayard to win 
the Mercury Nationals this year, he is also a past winner 
of the C of C’s.  We were fortunate to finish in seventh 
overall, just behind our friend Todd Wake from the 
Lighting class, who was leading the event after day one.  
It was a great experience, that I would do again in a 
heartbeat.  The regatta management and PRO were all 
first class, and US Sailing’s Betsy Allison did an amazing 
job on and off the water to ensure that everything ran 
smoothly.  A big thank you to Surge and James for their 
great crew work and attitude during the event.  Whether 
we were drifting, getting fire hosed with salt water and 
rain on the last day, or waiting for breeze, they always 
had a positive outlook, and for that I am truly grateful.   

 

Pos Skipper  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12   13  Total 

1   
Steve 
Benjamin   

1   4   7   [9]   2   [8]   5   1   1   4   4   3   5   37    

2   Chris Raab   3   6   2   [7]   3   3   [9]   4   7   2   1   5   6   42    

3   Paul-Jon Patin   5   [8]   3   2   6   4   3   5   5   7   [8]   1   4/RDG   45    

4   
Michael 
Marshall   

6   [10]   4   [10]   8   6   2   2   2   3   5   2   8   48    

5   
Eugene 
Schmitt   

8   9   [10]   1   1   [11]   7   6   9   6   2   4   1   54    

6   Todd Wake   2   2   [11]   [11]   5   1   1   3   11   10   7   6/RDG   11   59    

7   Jim Ward   [13]   1   6   5   4   10   6   10   3   9   [12]   7   2   63    

8   Neil Stapleton   [11]   5   1   8   10   9   4   9   [12]   8   3   9   4   70    

9   Ted Ferrarone   4   [13]   9   6   9   2   [13/TLE]   8   4   12   9   11   3   77    

10   John Potter   10   7   12   4   7   12   [13/TLE]   7   6   1   6   8   [13]   80    

11   Talbott Ingram   7   11   [13]   [13]   11   7   10   11   8   5   10   6   9   95    

12   William Totten   9   12   5   3   [13]   [13]   8   13   10   13   11   13   10   107    

13   Bruce Busbey   12   3   8   12   12   5   11   12   [13]   11   [13]   12   12   110    

 

   From the US Sailing press release: 
 

OYSTER BAY, N.Y. (October 8, 2017) – In a unique test of skill and teamwork, 2017 Etchells World Champion, 

Steve Benjamin and his crew Phil Trinter (South Bend, Ind.) and Christopher Larson (Annapolis, Md), won the 2017 

Championship of Champions, hosted by the WaterFront Center in Oyster Bay, NY. 

US Sailing’s Championship of Champions is recognized as one of the more unique adult racing events in the 

country. All sailors qualified for this event by winning a one-design class National, North American, or World 

Championship in the qualifying years (2016 – 2017). 

Thirteen sailors were selected to race for the Jack Brown Trophy while representing their respective classes. 

Teams took part in a special Sonar boat clinic and local knowledge briefing on Thursday. 

Every year, US Sailing invites one special guest to join the competition. Invited helms have included winners of 

the Rolex Yachtsman and Yachtswoman of the Year, Olympians, and other sailing greats. Benjamin was this year’s 

Championship of Champions special guest. He was named US Sailing’s 2015 Rolex Yachtsman of the Year for his 

win at the 2015 Etchells North American Championship and runner-up performance at the Etchells World 

Championship. Benjamin may have bested his 2015 results in 2017 following his win at the Etchells World 

Championship in San Francisco just over a week ago. 

 

Continued from page 4 

http://www.ussailing.org/racing/championships/adult/cofc/
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Intercom Tips and Techniques       
     

FLEET BUILDING IDEAS  
Excerpted from US SAILING's Class Management 

Handbook 

By John Burnham, Editorial Director at Dominion Marine Media 

1. Big brothers and sisters are an obvious way to get the 
top dogs talking with the rest of the fleet, particularly 
novices. The Thistle class appoints big brothers at 
major regattas where, if it’s your first time away from 
your home fleet, you’ll appreciate having someone 
there to review your problems after races.  

2. A top five/bottom five plan in a Charleston Laser fleet 
assigns the best finishers after the first day’s racing to 
talk with the last five finishers the next morning, and 
help them get their boats rigged for the day’s 
conditions. 

3. A first-place/last-place team-scoring system can 
create an extra opportunity to share knowledge. The 
gist of this is that after the first race of a series, the top 
and bottom finishers are assigned to a team, which will 
be scored jointly for the second race. Another team is 
the second and second-to-last finishers, and so on. 
Whichever team scores best for the second race wins 
a prize. New team assignments are made based on 
the second race’s results. With a computer scoring 
system, this is a piece of cake. 

4. Running short races in an evening series can, 
according to one Laser fleet, mix the leaders with the 
tailenders. If the fleet sets a goal of running as many 
races as possible before dark, those who finish first 
can sail downwind and give suggestions to the 
tailenders on the second reach or coming up the final 
beat. 

5. The post-race roast was suggested by Ian Bruce as a 
great way to have fun and hear how the winners did 
their thing. You have the top three skippers from each 
day stand up in front of the fleet and describe how they 
succeeded. They are required to field any and all 
questions, including those not entirely pertinent to the 
day’s racing. 

6. When it comes to establishing contact between the 
fleet leaders and the rank and file, the fleet captain 
usually does far more than his or her share. One good 
idea we heard was to have a committee of fleet 
captains rather than a single captain. That way, the 
work can be shared, more people can be reached, and 
the fleet captain isn’t as likely to burn out in a hurry. 

7. Running seminars, with the best sailors in the fleet 
sharing their expertise, is another good way to help the 
less experienced. An E22 class member reported on a 
rules seminar run by her class, complete with mock 
protests. Another described a race management 
seminar combined with a pre-season session on 
practice starts. 

 

8. One idea we liked for the Optimist class was a club 
day on which kids took the parents sailing. This 
impressed the parents more than could have been 
possible had they simply been watching from the dock. 
It was also a valuable lesson. Thereafter, the parents 
were much more supportive and apt to recognize the 
achievements of their children rather than constantly 
suggesting what more they had to achieve. 

9. Sailing World ran a story on the J/24 potluck fleet 
championships in February 1987. The program, in 
Newport, RI, shows how emphasizing the right thing 
can make all the difference. This evening series has 
over 40 boats registered now, and usually draws 27 or 
28 boats per night. Races are short, so the same guys 
don’t always win. After the racing comes the main 
event: the potluck dinner, combined with winner’s 
roast. This dinner series now has people driving down 
from Boston for an enjoyable meal with a good 
appetite-builder beforehand. 

10. Another way of improving participation in some 
classes is by emphasizing family racing. The Flying 
Scots hold a husband/wife championship. The Laser 
class told us about a parent/child event. And the J/22’s 
have prizes for family-crewed boats. 

11. On the West Coast, team racing is one way to get 
more people comfortable with the idea of winning. The 
Santana 35s on San Francisco Bay hold a weekend of 
team racing every year, dividing the fleet in two. Half of 
the fleet comes home a winner! 

12. Another example of success through “targeting” is 
the Laser Masters Division, the fastest growing 
segment of the class. For sailors over 35, racing is a 
good excuse to get back in shape, renew old ac-
quaintances, and feel the excitement of going fast. 

13. For novices, one Thistle fleet invented the 
champagne balloon chase. The object is to retrieve the 
most balloons. The lesson is one in steering and 
boathandling, which begins to come naturally as you 
chase a skittish balloon. The winner’s prize, of course, 
is a bottle of champagne, usually shared with the rest 
of the fleet. 

14. I don’t remember who said this, but it sounds like a 
good idea, either at the fleet or class level: appoint a 
Chairman of Fun. 

15. While you’re appointing fleet officers, get a Publicity 
Chairman. No matter what kind of events you run and 
no matter how you do your scoring, everyone likes to 
see familiar names in the local paper – especially their 
own. 

16.   When planning your fleet schedule, a good idea is 
to poll your fleet to see what kind of schedule they 
really want. According to a survey discussed at the 
meeting, 20- to 35-year-olds have less time nowadays 
than they used to. Many prefer a schedule that doesn’t 
require a commitment every Saturday. 
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Class News 

                     
  

 

Hot to Trot Regatta 

Portage Yacht Club – Pinckney, MI 
August 26, 2017 
By Bill O’Donnell, PYC Fleet Captain 

 

It was a wonderful summer of near perfect breezes 
for our club racing program.  As such, the gods 
decided to give us a drifter for our annual Hot to Trot 
Regatta.  Eight boats participated, knowing this day 
was more about fellowship and food rather than a high 
speed sailing event.  Somehow, Steve Wiseman 
managed to set up a course and conduct three races. 
 The light air allowed for short courses and multiple 
roundings.  There was always conversation on the 
water between boats sharing a beautiful day on the 
water.  Occasionally, a thread of air would be spotted 
and skipper and crew teams would quietly and 
smoothly try to gain leverage to an advantaged side. 
 No one was really ever out of a race as the slight 
breeze could fill from any direction making it a day of 
"leap frog" racing and lots of lead changes.   

Rick Lyons and Paul Ehman paired up and 
showed their mastery of light air sailing.  Often, they 
went longer distances in pursuit of any air to keep 
their boat moving.  Interestingly, the two were 
observed fishing from their Interlake at the pre-start of 
the day.  Catching a few fish was perhaps their good 
omen for the day.  Tyler Cathey and Ann Taylor were 
perhaps the most consistent team on the water. 
 Avoiding high scores with focused sailing and 
attention to boat heel and smooth maneuvers.  Tom 
Marriott and Natalie Hill were the sole travelers to the 
regatta and enjoyed a solid day on the water.  Tom 
has been attending our event for many years and his 
love of sailing is always in evidence...even for such 
borderline, light air racing.    

Bill Holmberg did a lot of work in advance of our 
event.  Wendy Willford took over host responsibilities 
in the morning.  Felicia Cathey delivered big time with 
her famous pulled pork.  All our volunteers were 
amazing and delivered a fun day on and off the water. 

 

Place Skipper Crew Club Sail R 1 R 2 R 3 Total 

1 Rick Lyons Paul Ehman Portage 1318 6 0.75 0.75 7.50 

2 Tyler Cathey Ann Taylor Portage 1341 0.75 3 5 8.75 

3 Tom Marriott Natalie Hill Jolly Roger 909 4 5 2 11 

4 Todd Willford Wendy Willford Portage 1109 3 4 4 11 

5 Clark Chapin Chuck White Portage 1317 9q 2 3 14 

6 Brook Smith Bill O'Donnell Portage 1380 2 6 6 14 

7 Rick Jarzembowski Steve Zawacki Portage 1292 5 7 9c 21 

8 Bill Holmberg Lisa Morency Portage 1286 7 8 9c 24 

 

 

 

Drone videos of parts of the races by Nicholas Marion. 
http://ms-pyc.com/drone-videos/ 
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2017 Haphazard Regatta 

Mohican Sailing Club – Pinckney, MI 
September 16, 2017 
By Tom Wills, Interlake #902, Fleet Captain, Commodore 

 

Place Skipper Crew Club Hull R1 R2 R3 Total 

1 Marion Zaugg PJ Blonski Mohican SC 1299 1 1 3 5 

2 Brad Balmert Randy Knilans Sandusky SC 1384 2 2 1 5 

3 Steve Aspery Sean Peck Hoover SC 1435 3 4 4 11 

4 Stewart Fitzgibbon Mark Gustafson Mohican SC 1316 6 5 5 16 

5 Bill Sanderson Cara Bown Mohican SC 1433 5 3 9 17 

6 Bill Regan Erin Regan Mohican SC 1355 4 7 8 19 

7 Tom Wills Sue Wills Mohican SC 902 7 6 6 19 

8 Phil Montgomery Kevin Montgomery Sandusky SC 1338 9 9 2 20 

9 Paul McAllister Hank Boissoneault Sandusky SC 1081 8 8 7 23 

 

Mohican Sailing Club hosted this year’s Haphazard 
Regatta on September 16

th
.  The weather forecast was 

for a drifter:  1 mph gusting to 2 mph from the SE 
according to Sailflow.  I guess that we used up all the 
wind the past two years leaving nothing for this year.  
Thank you to all who came to race in spite of the 
dismal forecast.   

Nine boats took to the water, 5 Mohican boats and 4 
guests.  While there were times that the winds were 
above the forecast 2 mph, they were few and far 
between and wind direction was variable at best, taking 
180 degree shifts.  Despite this, we were able to get 3 

races in.  At times, there was a clear direction to the 
wind and at other times the wind shifts were difficult to 
detect. Surprisingly, the second race found me in first 
place nearing the windward mark on the first lap, once I 
found myself discussing with my crew whether to try 
flying the spinnaker on the windward leg and the third 
race was run 180 degrees opposite of the first two 
races.  Despite the light and shifty conditions, our first 
and second place boats were able to master a level of 
consistency that won them the regatta. 

Thank you to all who came down to Mohican to sail 
and to all who came down to help out. 
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Fall Blowout 

North Cape Yacht Club – Lasalle, MI 
October 7, 2017 
By Kathy LaValley, Interlake #1384 

Along with Thistles and Lightning’s, four (4) Interlakes sailed 
in this year’s Fall Blowout held on October 7

th
 at North Cape 

Yacht Club. The wind prediction was strong and it did not 
disappoint.  Race #1 was 14 knots with gusts to 18 knots and 2-
4 ft. waves. Race #2 was 16 knots with gusts in the 20’s.  Race 
#3 was cancelled due to too much wind.   

Race #1 was won by Brad Balmert.  Tom Marriott followed 
with Bob Bradley in third.  Matt Schaedler capsized at the start.   

Race #2 saw Bradley, Balmert and Marriott at the weather 
mark.  The races were a triangle course.  Tom Marriott was the 
only brave one to fly his spinnaker around the course.  He won 
the race with Bradley then Balmert then Schaedler. 

Tom Marriott won the event, Brad Balmert was 2
nd

, Bob 
Bradley was 3

rd
 and Matt Schaedler was 4

th
.  Many thanks to 

John Greiner and crew for all their hard work!! 

 

Skipper Boat R 1 R 2 TOTAL 

Tom Marriott 909 2 1 3 

Brad Balmert 1384 1 3 4 

Bob Bradley 1332 3 2 5 

Matt Schaedler 1139 DNF 4 9 

 

2017 Poltergeist Regatta 

Indianapolis Sailing Club – Indianapolis, IN 

October 7-8, 2017 
By Joe Novak, Interlake #1270 

Fleet #28 hosted its annual Poltergeist Regatta on 
October 7-8th.  The regatta was attended by six 
Interlakes with only Portage Yacht Club visiting this year. 

The forecast for the weekend was for unseasonably 
warm temperatures in the low 80’s, but heavy and gusty 
wind for Saturday and little to no wind on Sunday. The 
racers enjoyed the lunch on Saturday prepared for them 
by Fleet #28 as they socialized with friends.   

After much debate by the skippers due to the heavy 
winds forecasted at over 20mph gusting to over 30mph, 
PRO Paul White setup a two lap windward-leeward 
course.  Only three boats ventured out.  One boat 
returned to harbor during the first race and only Don 
Wilson kept his boat upright for the day, although he was 
dragging from the stern at one point before being pulled 
back in by his crew .  After two races the day was 

called with Don in the lead. 

Saturday night, the competitors enjoyed appetizers, 
our traditional smoked Pork Chop dinner and dessert.  
With attendance low there was quite an abundance of 
food and drink.   

Sunday morning turned out to be much better than 
forecasted with light but steady wind.  Quickly after the 
complimentary breakfast races started.  Three races 
were run.  Clark Chapin from Portage Yacht Club won the 
day but Thane Morgan enjoyed his recently acquired 
boat and some great sailing to end up being the weekend 
winner. 

As the boats were being put away, a hot chili lunch 
was being prepared.  Following lunch, trophies were 
presented to the top three competitors and their crew.  

All who attended went away satisfied. Even given the 
unfavorable forecast we still managed to have sailed five 
competitive races.  The clubhouse, grounds and docks 
were in great shape and the hospitality warm.  We 
missed all those who could not make it this year and a 
hope to see all of you next year. 

 

Place Boat Skipper & Crew Fleet R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 R 5 Total 

1 1397 Thane Morgan, Andy McDonald, Brandon O'Brian Indy 2 2 3 1 2 10 

2 1374 Don Wilson, Ben Wilson, Joe Novak Indy 1 1 4 3 3 12 

3 1317 Clark Chapin, Chuck White Portage DNC DNC 1 2 1 18 

4 1313 Hans Haupt, Phil Buehler Indy DNC DNC 2 4 5 25 

5 1360 Mark Saalmuller, Chick Clark, Brian Smiler Indy DNF DNC 6 5 6 27 

6 1230 Brian Smiler, Noah Smiler Indy DNC DNC 5 6 4 29 

          
   

DNC =  7 7 

    
   

DNF = 3 
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Sandusky Fleet – 2017 Wrap Up 
By Bernie Ashyk, Interlake #1166, Fleet Captain 
 

Another good year is in the books!  Competition was 
tough throughout all four of the SSC Series as you can 
see on the results sheet below. We had some new 
racers join the Fleet, and some crew and skipper 
changes. 

The weather, as always, provided some challenges. 
Sometimes too much, and sometimes too little. Overall, 
the participation levels were good. Again, we are proud 
to be the recipient of the Holtzman Trophy for the most 
visiting boats at the Nationals in Lorain with 5 of our 
sailors placing in the top 10 including Jim Ward who 
took home the 1st place trophy.  

We are looking forward to the Annual Fleet No. 1 
end of the year and Blue Velvet Party this coming 

Saturday the 28th. You'll have to attend to find out the 
winner. This year Fleet 1 will be joining the Halloween 
Party at SSC, so some of the non-Interlakers can add to 
the festivities.  

Following this Fleet event will be the Annual SSC 
Awards Banquet on November 4

th
 at SYC. As recorded on 

the totals tally attached, presentations of the Founders 
Trophy for the most races sailed and the James Huntley 
Trophy for the overall winner of all four Club Series will be 
made to Brad Balmert. Nice job Brad !   Not knowing when 
this article will go to press, the awardee for Most Improved 
will not be announced until the SSC Banquet. 

In behalf of Fleet No.1 thanks go to the SSC Race 
Committee for always providing the correct course for the 
weather. My personal thanks go to Brad Huntley for 
keeping track of the weekly scoring and Mike Muhn for his 
work in preparing the schedule and keeping it current with 
any changes.  

 Overall Results   Best Best Best Best Best 
   Interlake Fleet 1   4/6 4/7  4/7 4/7 3/4     

 

Name 
Hull 

# 

Wed 
Series 

1 

Wed 
Series 

2 

Sun 
Series 

1 

Sun 
Series 

2 
Points 

Overall 
Place 

Total 
Races 
Sailed 

Qualifiers 

Brad Balmert 1384 1 1 2 1 3 1 26 4 

Hank Boissoneault 919   5 1 2 8 2 17 3 

Chris Mallot 1400 3 3 4 3 9 3 22 4 

Philip Montgomery 1338 4 4 5   13 4 18 3 

Hall Henry 1440 5 6 6   17 5 19 3 

Bernie Ashyk 1166 7 10 7 5 19 6 20 4 

Mike Muhn 1242   8 8 4 20 7 13 3 

Paul McAllister/Wes Blazer 1081   2         12 1 

Jim Ziss 1321   11 
 

      12 1 

Brad Huntley 1399 2           8 1 

Don Guy 759             3   

Pete Grant 1371   7         13 1 

Jim Ward 1425             5   

Ryan Kyle 842             7   

Mike Zuilhof 1262     3       11 1 

Dan Olson 501   12         10 1 

James Keane 234             2   

John Schwartz 473   9         10 1 

 

Great White Northern 
Grand Traverse Yacht Club – Traverse City, MI  
June 24-25, 2017 

Hull Yacht Name Skipper R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 R 5 Total 

1433 Go For It Bill Sanderson 1 1 1 4 3 10 

1402 1402 Chris Branson 3 3 3 5 1 15 

1229 Three Little Birds Jeff Bodie 4 2 4 3 4 17 

1131 No Fear Scot Zimmerman 7 5 5 2 2 21 

1377 Gray Tom Young 2 9/dnf 2 7 7 27 

1363 Mystery 1 Jim Menzies 5 4 6 6 6 27 

1372 Rose Dick Hirtreiter 9/dnc 9/dnc 9/dnc 1 5 33 

1411 Take 5 Jason Massaroni 6 6 7 8 8 35 
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Interlake Fall Classic 
Hoover Sailing Club – Interlake Fleet 24 

By Lisa and Steve Aspery, Interlake #1435 

 

The Interlake fleet tried something new at Hoover this 
fall, and it worked out really well.  Our club runs races for 
all members on Sunday afternoons and Wednesday 
evenings.  But the Wednesday races stop in September, 
due to the shortened daylight in the evenings.   

The Interlake fleet decided to take advantage of the 
open Wednesday evenings, and held four “Intro to Racing” 
workshops in September.  This all started with a few 
Interlakers talking about ways to improve participation in 
club races.  There was no grand plan, everyone was busy 
with their own lives, and it just evolved.  Basically, we were 
making it up as we went along. 

We have a lot of newer Interlakers with a wide range of 
sailing and racing abilities, from fresh out of sailing class to 
experience racing on other types of boats.  The main idea 
was to put experienced racers on the boats with the newer 
skippers for one-on-one coaching, and then to talk about it 
on shore afterward.  The goal was to help the newer 
members get comfortable enough to be able to participate 

in club races, and to become more involved in the club.   

Fleet Captain Rob Frink first reached out to some 
core members of the fleet for suggestions, and to see 
who would help.  After getting good feedback and buy-
in, he proceeded to put the idea of the Intro to Racing 
series out to the fleet.  With positive responses from 
several boats, the series was a “go”. 

The theme selected for the first evening was 
“starting”.   We had 9 boats on the water, paired 
skippers up with crew and/or coaches, and had a great 
evening of sailing.  After 90 minutes on the water we 
quickly put boats away and shared sailing tips and a 
few beers up in the clubhouse.  Based on the evening’s 
discussion, it was decided that next week’s topic would 
be “boat handling”.   

The next week we had the remnants of a hurricane 
and did not go on the water.  We had an hour-long 
seminar/Q-and-A regarding upwind sailing, sail trim, 
rules, wind shifts, and boat handling.  Afterwards we 
enjoyed some snacks and beverages and made plans 
for the next week.  It was interesting to learn over beers 
of the experiences of some of our newer members; 
some had sailed for years but not raced, others had 
come through our adult sail instruction program, and still 
others had just decided sailing would be a cool thing to 

Continued on page 12 

    

  

1
st
 – Mark White, Lisa Kreischer 2

nd
 – Steve Aspery, Hayden Henderson 3

rd
 – Tom Fee              4

th
 – Will Miller 

HSC juniors on race committee – PRO Nadia Reynolds, Marshall Wellejus, 
Zoe Hoctor, Jed Lory, Grace Yingling, Alex Tuma, Kent Howell, Siri Schantz 
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HAVE YOU BLOCKED THE CALENDAR?  

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS EVENT!!! 

Interlake Nationals will be held in Cleveland, OH at Edgewater Yacht 

Club in 2018.  We are looking forward to hosting you for a great time, 

great sailing, and some great racing.  A couple of highlights for this 

event: 

 Women – we have ten (10) skippers that have expressed 
interest in sailing Women’s Nationals.  It’s going to be the 
biggest fleet in years! 
o Spread the word!  We want this to be a great event and look 

forward to having a great group of competitors on the water. 

 Juniors – please mark your calendars, we want to match the 
Women’s fleet and have a similar number of boats on the water 
with Junior crews. 

 Interlake owners – we need your boat!  Please let Becky 
Vardian or Kevin Bracy know if you would be willing to loan 
your boat to a great sailor for Women’s or Juniors. 

ALL INTERLAKERS! – We are planning some non-racing events that 
will enable you to sail in Cleveland, participate in the social events, 
and generally join the fun.  Think Poker Run for Interlakes.  More 
details to come.  In the meantime, block out the weekend on your 
calendar and plan to be in Cleveland for all of the Interlake Nationals 
festivities!   

Women and Juniors Nationals – July 25, 2018 

Interlake Nationals – July 26-28, 2018 

 

 

do.  What they all had in common was a desire to 
improve their skills and become better sailors and 
racers. 

We ended up getting together on all four 
Wednesdays in September, with the final Wednesday 
consisting of a bunch of short windward/leeward practice 
races in heavy air.  Not everyone showed up every week 
and we had different coaches show up each week too, 
but the effort from the fleet was outstanding and we 
always had coaches for each boat.  

Continuing to “go with the flow”, we decided during 
the seminars that we needed a regatta for our fleet to 
cap off the series.  We threw together a one-day regatta 
on Sunday, Oct 1, and named it the Interlake Fall 
Classic.  In a fun turn of events, members of our junior 
race team offered to run our morning races.  They did a 
great job and had fun doing it!  We had a free lunch for 
participants and race committee, and then went back out 
to sail three more races during our regular club races.  
Most of the newer racers had experienced skippers crew 
for them, some of our experienced skippers had juniors 
crew on their boats.  We had 16 boats participate.  For 
the winning teams, we awarded pies and candy 
buckeyes. 

It was a great time and a really nice training and 
social event for our fleet.  

 

Continued from page 11 

 
Thanks to Lisa Kreischer and Doug Squires  

for the photos in this article 
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Minutes – ISCA Fall Board Meeting 
 

Board Action via E-mail October 6, 2017 

 Bryan Parker elected unanimously as Chief Measurer 

 Mike McClinchie elected unanimously as VP, 
Southern Ohio 

  

Board Meeting November 5, 2017 
Held Telephonically 

Attendees: Scott Savage, President; Terry Kilpatrick, Vice 
President; Tom Humphrey, Secretary; Jeff Clark, Past 
President; Steve & Lisa Aspery, Intercom; Bryan Parker, 
Measurer; Bob Sagan, VP Marketing; Jim Ward, VP NO; 
Mike McClinchie, VP SO; Thane Morgan, VP IN-MA; 
Kevin Bracy, National Race Committee. 

Convened 7:00 PM 

  

I. Reports 

a. Secretary / Treasurer Report – Humphrey 

 Financial Report: $27271.66 including 
$7062.01 of Boat Grant funds 

 Final count for 2017: 156 members, one more 
than 2016; 27 new owners 

b. Chief Measurer – Parker 

 Will work with Morgan on tracker application 
study, possible rule changes 

 Will measure new Weatherly built boats 1441 
and 1442 upon completion 

c. Intercom – Next Issue going to press imminently. 

d. National Race Committee – Bracy 

 2018 Nationals scheduled at Edgewater for July 
25-28. 

 Looking to orchestrate a non-race “poker event” 
on Friday to expand interest. 

 Arranging entertainment themes for each day of 
the event. 

 Advertisement of the date will appear in the 
Intercom. 

 Expecting substantial improvement of 
attendance for women’s event. 

e. Marketing – Sagan 

 Work continues on ISCA videos on 
technique and boat setup. 

 Work continues on trophy rework. 

f. Transition Committee – Aspery 

 Kilpatrick and Blazer working on details of 
2018 Price List. 

 Committee will consider options for 
insurance of tools and molds. 

g. Historian – Muhn, no report 

h. Regional VPs reports: 

1. Michigan – Bodie, no report. 
2. Northern Ohio – Ward, no report. 
3. Southern Ohio – McClinchie, no report. 
4. Indiana / Mid Atlantic – Morgan 

 ISC successfully used Interlakes in club 
match race championship. 

 ISC will be upgrading its club-owned 
Interlakes for next year. 

  

II. Old Business: 

a. Intercom and Website: 

Classified advertisements will now expire after 
two Intercom issues. 

b. Boat Grant: 

 2018 recipient search underway. 

 Hull 1330 is in excellent condition and 
finances are strong. 

c. Tracker App - Morgan, will be tested in 2018 club 
racing 

  

III. New business: 

a. Directory: 

 Will publish 2018 directory in April 2018. 

 Will list all 2018 and 2017 members, with 
2018 members highlighted. 

b. 2018 Winter meeting: Scheduled for January 20, 
2018 at Catawba Island. 

  

Adjourned 8:30 PM 
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What’s going on in your fleet?  

Tell us about it! 
 

2018 Schedule: 

March 1  March 15 
June 1    June 15 
August 15 September 1 
October15 November 1 

 
Please send articles and photos to 

LAspery@columbus.rr.com 

Robert John Ciccotelli, age 51, passed away at his 
residence on October 11, 2017 in Columbus, Ohio.  He 
was born in Youngstown, Ohio to Barbara Moyer Ciccotelli 
and the late Robert Ciccotelli. 

Rob graduated from Boardman High School and 
Youngstown State University where he majored in English 
and worked on the school paper, The Jambar.  He earned 
his Master’s degree from Kent State.  He worked for Chi 
Chi’s, Show What You Know, and CMYK.  Rob was also a 
long-time employee at McGraw Hill Education where he 
was an editor of technical books and worked in the STEM 
department until his death.  He also enjoyed working part 
time for Made from Scratch, a company that caters special 
events. 

He was on the board of the Hoover Sailing Club, 
published the Club newsletter and sailed competitively 
with his many friends and family.  His favorite quote was 
“The Pessimist complains about the wind; the Optimist 
waits for it to change; the Realist adjusts the sails.” 

His friends and family will fondly remember his unique 
sense of humor, boisterous laugh and contagious smile. 

He is survived by his son Robert Jacob Ciccotelli, his 
mother Barbara Ciccotelli, his sister Tami Ciccotelli Scott, 
her husband Burl and their two daughters Ansley and 
Abby. He is also survived by many aunts and uncles and 
cousins and his love, Melissa Dinsio. 

Memorial contributions can be made in Rob’s name to 
a charity of your choice. 

 
I find the great thing in this is not so much where we 
stand, as in what direction we are moving: To reach the 
port of heaven we must sail sometimes with the wind and 
sometimes against it, but we must sail, and not drift, nor 
lie at anchor. 

-- Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. 

 

Eight Bells – Rob Ciccotelli 

 

 

Interlake Midwinters 
 

March 9 – 11, 2018 
 

interlakesailing.org/event/midwinters-davis-island-tampa/ 
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 ISCA OFFICERS 

 
President 
Scott Savage      614-565-5754 
Columbus, OH  
savage.6@osu.edu 
 
Vice President 
Terry Kilpatrick   419-875-5106 
Whitehouse, OH  
customflex@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Humphrey  513-884-6441 
Glendale, OH  
interlakesailing@gmail.com 
 
Chief Measurer 
Tim Parker          440-734-6121 
North Olmstead, OH 
timdparker1@yahoo.com 
 
Intercom Editors 
Lisa & Steve Aspery 614-841 
Worthington, OH           -1846 
LAspery@columbus.rr.com 
saspery@darifill.com 
 
Past President 
Jeff Clark            614-487-8787 
Columbus, OH 
jeffc1370@yahoo.com 
 
VP Marketing 
Bob Sagan         231-929-3555 
Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  

 

VP Northern Ohio 
Jim Ward            440-669-8712 
Bay Village, OH    
jimward7@hotmail.com 
 
VP Southern Ohio 
Steve Nearing    703-919-1342 
Worthington, OH   
steve.nearing@gmail.com 
 
VP Indiana / East Coast 
Thane Morgan    317-250-2259 
Greenwood, IN    
tjmorgan@alum.mit.edu 
 
VP Michigan 
Jeff Bodie          231-421-1120 
Traverse City, MI 
jbodie@crewfs.com 
 
Interlake Class Historian 
Mike Muhn          419-202-3282 
Sandusky, OH 
mjmgoskins@yahoo.com 
 
FLEET CAPTAINS 
 
Fleet #1 Sandusky SC 
Bernie Ashyk      419-433-6387 
Huron, OH    
BernsterA@aol.com 
 
Fleet #4 Jolly Roger SC 
Ron Gall             419-450-6972 
Toledo, OH  
ron.gall@yahoo.com 

Fleet #5 Mohican SC 
Tom Wills           419-747-9645 
Ontario, OH 
THWills@earthlink.net 
   

Fleet #6 Portage Lakes YC 
Darwin Steele     330-633-3848 
Tallmadge, OH  
DarwinSteele@att.net  
 

Fleet #10 Indian Lake YC 
Chip Wood          
Dublin, OH  
cmwood87@gmail.com 
 

Fleet 13 American Sailing 
Inst 
Michael Golden  248-549-3030 
Royal Oak, MI  
mgolden6@mac.com 
 

Fleet #14 North Cape YC 
Denny Dieball     419-729-1758 
Toledo, OH 
 
Fleet #17 Lorain Sailing & YC 
Tim Parker          440-263-4365 
Lorain, OH 
timparker1@yahoo.com 
 

Fleet #22 Portage YC 
Bill O’Donnel      248-880-5271 
Plymouth, MI 
williamodonnel@comcast.net 
 

Fleet #23 Leatherlips YC 
Steve Nearing   703-919-1342 
Worthington, OH   
steve.nearing@gmail.com 

Fleet #24 Hoover SC 
Rob Frink            614-562-4405 
Columbus, OH  
rf-temp@hotmail.com 
 
Fleet #28 Indianapolis SC 
Joe Novak          317-501-7805 
Carmel, IN    
joe.novak@sbcglobal.net   
 
Fleet #38 Grand Traverse YC 
Bob Sagan       231-929-3555 
Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  
 

Fleet #39 Mid-Atlantic 
Martin Howell     703-660-6255 
Alexandria, VA  
interlake1395@gmail.com 
 

Fleet #40 Buckeye Lake 
Tracey Davis     614-446-0131 
Avon Lake, OH 
mtmdavis@gmail.com 
 
 
Builder 
Wes Blazer      386-416-9034 
Weatherly Boat Works 
Port Clinton, OH  
blazerwes@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Heather Parsons 614-917-3869 
Columbus, OH 
aunthahoo@yahoo.com 
 

 

Classified Ads: 
Interlake 1273- Grey hull, white deck, seats, stainless 

centerboard, good condition.  Checked out solid and mast 
base reinforced by Terry Kilpatrick.  Includes trailer, main sail, 
and newer jib, spinnaker.  Whisker pole, spinnaker pole, 
paddle, anchor, roller furler equipped.  Has boom vang, 
Cunningham, topping lift, bailers.  Dock cover. Dry sailed on 
Kiser Lake, stored inside.  Asking $2500.  Call Alan Keirn at 
937-362-3945 or email kba3170@centurylink.net 

Interlake 1184 – 1979, Good boat with cut down 

centerboard, 2 sets of newer lightly used North sails, 3 
spinnakers, fixed and kick rudders, good trailer, stored inside, 
Lots of extra hardware and older cover for dry sailing with 
mast up. Diagnosed with melanoma and don’t see much 
sailing in my future needs to go to someone who will get more 
use and enjoyment of a good older boat. Asking Price: $2000 
Contact Ben Sippel at or via email at  
farmer@sippelfamilyfarm.com 

Interlake 1064 – 1976 , tilt trailer, furling jib , floatation 

tanks, rigged to race.  Brand new North Sails main and jib, 
not used. Spinnaker is not new.  $2,500.00, Karyn Ferraro 
440-522-8144 
Interlake 972 – Newer seated deck from CustomFlex. Cut-

down Centerboard Trunk, Stainless Centerboard, Brand New 
Cover, Many newer parts. Boat and Trailer in very good 
condition. Hull professionally fared several years ago. Several 
sets of sails, Decent Norths, Doyle, even Thomas. Nice 
Snowco Trailer. Boat stored winters indoors and always 
covered. Get started club racing. Call Rich Wismer @ 440-
308-6834 Boat in Lorain OH. Will deliver $2,500 or offers 

Interlake 897 – Orange hull, white deck. Good condition. 

Main, jib and spinnaker, forestay tension lever, cut-down 
centerboard trunk, classic flotation, cover, trailer. Asking 
$900, make an offer. Located at Leatherlips Yacht Club, in 
boat spot 18 (you can’t miss it, there is a For Sale sign on 
it). Call or text Bill McDonald at 614-975-7866. Or email 
wmcdonald@columbus.rr.com. 

Interlake 867 – Year mid 70’s, white hull and deck, one 

main, jib and spinnaker, forestay tension lever, Harken 
mainsheet cleat with ratchet block, classic flotation, classic 
centerboard trunk, anchor, paddle, cockpit cover, trailer 
with parking jack, $900 (Summary available upon request) 
Contact Midwest Aquatics  rl@chartermi.net 

Interlake 501 – in Sandusky. Comes with two sets of 

sails. 100% of sale price goes to the Sandusky Junior 
Sailing Program. Asking Price: $1,000.00 Contact Hank 
Boissoneault at (419) 357-1044 or via email at 
Sansewsupply@aol.com 

Sails - 2015 North Jib and Dieball Main. Both are in new 

condition.  Contact Brad Huntley at 440-670-1935 or 
bhuntley@outlook.com 

Harken Magic Box – 125mm (5”) Like new condition 

$60.00 Please contact Pete or Paula Grant 
pgrant@bex.net  419-366-8358 

Hewitt 1200# boat lift – Aluminum. Used for dry sailing 

and stored on land in off season.  Located at Kiser Lake 
Sailing Club and can be seen onshore.  Have extension 
leveling legs for use at depths of 4 to 5 feet.  Asking $500.  
Call Alan Keirn at 937-362-3945 or email 
kba3170@centurylink.net  

 
 

mailto:rl@chartermi.net
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The Intercom c/o Tom Humphrey 
8 Little Creek Lane 
Glendale, OH 45246 

 


