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From the President 
By A.J. Savage, Interlake #1293 

 

  

Regatta season is in full swing, 
and a lot of boats have been making 
it out on to the water.  As the 
season heats up, make plans to 
travel to an event and join your 
fellow sailors for what is sure to be a 
good time.  Of course, the event 
every Interlake sailor must consider 
is Nationals, held at Indian Lake 
Yacht Club this year.  Every 

Nationals I have attended has been an event to remember 
for a life time, so if you haven’t been to one, consider giving 
it a try.  Indian Lake is a unique vacation spot and a great 
place to sail. 

While not a pre-requisite by any means, I do recommend 
traveling to another regatta before (and after) Nationals to 
work the bugs out.  While there is a lot of doom and gloom 
about the economy, gas prices have remained steady and 
regatta organizers work hard to keep prices down.  Many 
clubs allow you to stay on the club grounds overnight or will 
set you up with a local sailor if you prefer to sleep some 
place with amenities such as a roof, walls, and bathroom.  
When you break it down, a $35 regatta registration fee 
seems pretty reasonable to spend a weekend on water-front 
property with all the beer you can drink.  Racing your boat is 
icing on the cake! 

I hope to see many of you at the events to come-  I’ll be 
at Nationals for sure.  Find me at the keg and I’ll be happy to 
“buy” you a beer! 
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Know someone who would like to sail a 
competitive Interlake for the  

2010 sailing season? 
 

Apply for the Interlake boat grant at 
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Important Insert! 
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Interlake Specifications concerning 

VHF radios 
& 
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Intercom Feature            

Racing, Damages, and the Rules 
By Jim Boucher, Interlake #1178 

History 

Perhaps the earliest set of rules for yacht racing in the 
United States were written by the New York Yacht Club 
and used as long ago as 1846. Consider one of their 
basic rules: 

36. Yachts on the larboard tack must invariably 
give way to those on starboard tack; and in all 
cases where a doubt of the possibility of the 
yacht on the larboard tack weathering the one 
on the starboard tack shall exist, the yacht on 
the larboard tack shall give way; or, if the other 
yacht keep her course and run into her, the 
owner of the yacht on the larboard tack shall be 
compelled to pay all damages that may occur, 
and forfeit her claim to the prize. 

A common set of rules for yacht racing originated in 
1897 by the North American Yacht Racing Union, 
(NAYRU).  The organization’s original purpose was “to 
promote yacht racing and to unify the racing and rating 
rules in the United States and Canada and throughout 
the yachting world…but not much was done by the 
organization until it was revived in 1925.” 

International Sailing Federation, ISAF. 

As you can see, our present day rules are rather 
lenient.  We can now take a chance on a crossing and if 
we don’t make it we can make use of a rule change 
initiated in 1973 which allowed the Race Committee the 
option of using the penalty turns rule (720˚.)   In 1997 the 
720˚ Turns Penalty became the default.  In 1969 the rule 
for touching a mark started evolving from withdrawal 
toward the present one of doing a circle near the point of 
the infraction. 

Until 1973 if you had an infraction after the 
preparatory gun, it was a short race for you.  You had to 
look at the good side of it.  You were first to the ramp to 
get out of the water.  There were not many hoists used 
for dinghies and small boats did not have lifting slings if 
hoists were available. 

Damages and the Current Rules 

In the 2009-2012 rule book, damages are covered by 
rule 68: 

68    DAMAGES 

The question of damages arising from a breach of 
any rule shall be governed by the prescriptions, 
if any of the national authority. 

US SAILING prescribes that: 

(a)   A boat that retires from a race or accepts a 
penalty does not, by that action alone, 
admit liability for damages. 

(b)  A protest committee shall find facts and 
make decisions only in compliance with the 
rules. No protest committee or US SAILING 
appeal authority shall adjudicate any claim 
for damages. Such a claim is subject to the 
jurisdiction of the courts. 

(c)   A basic purpose of the rules is to prevent 
contact between boats.  By participating in 
an event governed by the rules, a boat 
agrees that responsibility for damages 
arising from any breach of the rules shall be 
based on fault as determined by application 
of the rules, and that she shall not be 
governed by the legal doctrine of 
“assumption of risk” for monetary damages 
resulting from contact with other boats. 

Many people believe that when the alternate penalty 
720˚ turns rule came into being there was a loss of 
sportsmanship in the sailing world.  Many skippers stick 
their bows into dangerous situations with the knowledge 
that if they commit a foul they can do their 720˚ turn and 

 

In 1929 a uniform code of right-of-way rules for 
racing in the U.S. was agreed upon.  Those racing rules 
prevailed until 1948 when NAYRU adopted a new code 
conceived by Harold S. Vanderbilt. 

In 1960 unified racing rules were adopted, thus 
becoming virtually the same world-wide. Using these 
rules, if you violated a right-of-way rule, you had to retire 
or were disqualified.  This meant your race was over if 
you did not make it across in front of a starboard tacker, 
touched another boat, or violated one of the other right-
of-way rules.  Also, if you hit a mark you were out.  

According to the original constitution, NAYRU’s 
authority stemmed from consent of its member 
associations over which it exercised jurisdiction in an 
advisory capacity.  Today, because sailing is an 
Olympic sport, US SAILING’s authority comes instead 
from an act of Congress (1978) and from the 
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continue racing.  As a result, there now seems to be 
more contact between boats. 

How many of you who have read this far have hit or 
been hit by another boat?  Did the skipper of the boat 
that hit you come over and ask if there was any 
damage and did they offer to pay for repairs?  If you hit 
another boat and it was your fault did you look for the 
other skipper and ask about damages and offer to pay 
for repairs?  You should.  If you are lucky, the other 
skipper will say “it didn’t do much damage” and “don’t 
worry about it.”  By the time you are on shore he will 
probably have cooled off and won’t discuss your lack of 
parents.  On the other hand, if you were the aggrieved 
party and there was extensive, i.e. expensive damage, 
you may want to go to the protest meeting so you will 
have a written statement about the facts and a ruling 
stating which party broke the rule(s) to give to the 
insurance company.  “Expensive” differs among 
individuals.  How deep is your wallet? Consider that the 
aggrieved party is not protected under rule 68(a) which 
says “a boat that retires from a race or accepts a 
penalty, does not by that action alone, admit liability for 
damages”. Remember, the protest committee cannot 
by rule 68(b) rule on damages, but they can decide 
who broke which rule and who should be penalized and 
exonerated under the rules.  

Thirteen years ago I was hit in a port starboard 
situation and the bill was extensive.  I did have the 
protest committee statement stating the facts and 
assigning fault to the other boat.  I gave the statement 
to the insurance company and they had a marine 
surveyor look at my boat, determine the damage and 
how much it would cost to do the repairs.  The 
insurance company wrote me a check when the work 
was done without any discussion. 

Be aware a hard contact between two fiberglass 
boats may be minimal but if contact is with a wood boat, 
just looking at it too hard can cause deep gouges.  

Summary 

When you are involved in a situation that results in 
contact with another boat, it is the tradition of our sport 
and your responsibility to contact the other skipper, ask 
about damages, and offer to pay for them. 

The author thanks Clark Chapin for his research on 
the history of the rules and editing assistance.   
 

Wood Interlake Update 
By Mike Muhn, Interlake 1242, I.S.C.A 

Historian 

The construction of a wood Interlake is 
continuing at the Sandusky Maritime Museum.  
An average of six retirees meets on Thursdays 
afternoons at 1:00 to work on the boat.   To 
date, all frames have been completed, the 
centerboard truck, bed logs & keel have been 
installed and work is progressing on shaping 
the chines.  The next step will be installation 
and shaping of the sheer (rails).  Once this task 
is completed the next order of business will be 
planking. 

While my "wish" is (was) to have the boat 
completed this summer to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the LAUNCHING of Interlake #1, 
realistically the boat most likely will be finished 
and launched sometime during the summer of 
2011.  After sailing it for a few weeks, it will be 
put on permanent display at the Sandusky 
Maritime Museum. 

Everyone involved would like to thank 
Interlake Fleet Number One for their recent and 
generous donation of $250.00 toward the 
project. 

If you are in Sandusky, please feel free to 
visit the Maritime Museum to see firsthand the 
progress that is taking place.  
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Intercom Tips and Techniques       
     

Racing Basics – Part 1 
by Mark Johnson [copyright 1/19/95]  

Selected excerpts – from the website http://www.uiowa.edu/~sail/skills/racing_basics/index1.shtml 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Bud Cline 

Introduction 
When a sailor begins to race, many questions come 

up, such as, "How do the sails work," "Why do I always 
get passed on the mark roundings," and "What's a mark 
rounding?" You can answer many of these questions by 
poring over various texts on aerodynamic theory and 
tactics manuals. In fact, that's one of the best ways to 
improve your knowledge about the sport in a thorough 
and detailed way. However, this short intro should 
provide some quick answers to basic questions in a 
relatively painless and comprehensive way. It should also 
provide some background to make the reading of other 
sailing literature more familiar.  

I will assume a basic knowledge of sailing (being able 
to get the boat to move, without running into a lot of 
stuff), as well as a basic knowledge of how to get around 
a race course (knowing upwind, downwind, and mark 
roundings, as well as a few basic rules). This guide is 
separated into the major steps you will go through during 
a regatta, in chronological order.  

Attitude 
This is probably the most important aspect of racing-

attitude. The one thing that can win or lose a race faster 
than anything is the attitude of the racer.  

Mistakes 

Every race, you'll make many mistakes. The key is to 
forget about them for the moment, and go on with the 
race. It never helps your game to dwell on a mistake. All 
the energy spent on the last blunder takes concentration-
concentration that is needed for sailing a great race. It 
might help to say f***, but only once.  

After the race, it will be time to recall the mistakes and 
put them on paper. Get a notebook and write as much of 

the race as you can remember, outlining it from start to 
finish. The point of your notebook is not to dwell, but to 
compile a list of frequently-made errors which can be 
easily fixed. For instance, I often run into trouble at mark 
roundings with other boats. Knowing that, I try to 
concentrate a little harder on what will happen before I 
get to the mark, in order to avoid problems. Use your 
mistakes later to clean up your game, but don't let them 
interfere at the time they happen.  

Being a Student 

Another area in which attitude is important is in your 
ability to take criticism. No matter the form of the criticism 
or the messenger, it can almost always be used to 
advantage. It is too easy to take offense at helpful 
comments, not to mention those you consider 
derogatory. However, each may contain a bit of truth that 
you can use in the future to improve. Keep in mind that 
even well-intentioned remarks can be wrong, so you 
must take each with a grain of salt. If you don't know if 
the advice is any good, give it a try-what the hell.  

The most beneficial position in which to be is that of a 
student of the sport. Many times, when a person joins a 
club and begins to race, they will follow a faster boat and 
finish second or third. However, for some reason this 
stops, and they drop back in the fleet. It may be that 
"beginner's luck" runs out. But, more than likely, they just 
stop following faster racers.  

Following a better racer is a great way to win, as well 
as to learn. These guys are often better for a reason, and 
there is much to learn. Follow them, figuring out why they 
went the way they did, or why they didn't do what you 
would have done. If you can't figure it out on your own, 
ask them after the race. Many people are flattered and 
will offer much more than just a quick answer. This 
applies at any level of the sport from club races to the 
national level in your class. Never be afraid to ask for 
help, or start a conversation on a part of a race that 
bothered you.  

How to Practice 

Keep in mind that sailing, like any other skill, should 
be practiced. It should be practiced with the intent of 
improving the slowest part of your game first. Roll tacks 
are fun, but if you can't "stay on the wind" on the first 
windward beat, you'll lose big, even if your tacks are the 
best in the world (if you don't know what a roll tack is, 
don't worry-it's explained a little later). You should always 
make a list of priorities, with the goal of making the 
biggest improvement possible. Here is a list for the 
beginning racer:  
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  Priorities: 
1. Beating - stay on the wind. Learn to "feel" the 

wind.  
2. Transitions (tacking and jibing) - this does 

not mean roll tacks, just master the basics first.  
3. Sailing Close to Other Boats without Getting 

Nervous - this means centimeters.  
4. Starting - learn to get a consistent start. This 

means lots of boat handling practice.  
5. Mark Roundings - large gains and losses are 

made here.  
6. Reaching and Running 

After learning the basics of this manual, you should 
be able to pinpoint weaknesses on which to focus, 
resetting your priorities accordingly. Most importantly, 
keep in mind that the easiest things to practice are the 
things that you can do well. You will improve your 
sailing most by concentrating on skills you don't do 
particularly well.  

Many of the skills mentioned in the following 
chapters can be practiced alone with no props, or with 
one buoy in the water. It is always good to practice with 
other boats, if for no other reason than to combat 
boredom. However, there is much to be gained even if 
no one else is around. Read on.  

Priorities for Practice  
1. Beating 
2. Transitions  
3. Close Sailing  
4. Starting  
5. Mark Roundings  
6. Reaching and Running  

This set of priorities is listed again because of its 
extreme importance. Too many times new racers 
concentrate on skills that add very little to their speed, 
given their skill level in other, more important areas. It is 
far too easy to practice skills that are fun or that have 
already been mastered. Also, many of the "tricks" you 
can learn, like the roll tack, take a great deal of 
concentration and practice to do them correctly in a 
race. Don't crowd your brain with too many things to do-
the basics are what are important.  

You will notice the huge emphasis on boat speed 
and boathandling in the discussions below. Many times 
you will hear the phrase; "get your head out of the 
boat," meaning you should watch what's going on 
around you. That's BAD advice for the new racer. What 
you should be doing if you're new to the sport is "getting 
your head into the boat." You must develop the skills 
necessary to making the boat go fast before you can 
worry about strategy or other boats. Learn the basics 
first, or you will find yourself unable to use your new 
tactics and go-fast tricks because you will be 1/2 mile 
behind by the first mark.  

When sailing, your attention should be split about 
70% boatspeed and 30% other things. As you improve, 
you will be able to put more emphasis on the other 
things, since your body and senses will take over most 

of the boatspeed things. Going fast will just feel right. 
Learn to drive the car before you learn to change the radio 
station while flipping off the other drivers. After some 
practice, you can flip everybody off while listening to Led 
Zeppelin, without crashing. 

Starting 
Large gains and losses are made at the start. When 

your boat comes off the line, you want to be in clear air, 
have good speed, be on the preferred side of the line and 
course, and be on the right tack. If you haven't done each 
of these, you could be lost behind 50 boats, and going 
slowly. In large fleets, it's important to have a good start, 
so you must formulate a plan ahead of time, and spend 
the last few minutes of the starting sequence executing 
that plan.  

Form a Plan and Execute it 

It is imperative that you do formulate that plan, and 
stick to it. Too many times, snap decisions are made 
because of all the action on the starting line. It's much 
easier to think things through thoroughly, and then just 
execute those thoughts, than it is to "wing it." Almost 
invariably, "wung it" plans go awry.  

Technique: Safety Start 

If you are new to racing, starts can be very intimidating 
- you have to think of timing, where you want to be, how 
fast you're going, and most importantly, how not to run into 
anything. All this happens with boats all around you - 
sometimes up to 100 other boats. This section describes 
the simplest and most effective plan for starting for the 
beginning racer.  

Basic Idea: The entire plan consists of sailing 
anywhere you want, until 1 1/2 minutes before the start. At 
that time, head for a point about 6 boat lengths to 
starboard of the committee boat.  

 
figure 12 

You should reach this point with 1 minute left. Tack 
onto starboard and sit in that spot without moving (see 
"Skills: Sitting Still," below). At 10 seconds before the 
start, bear off and head for the line at full speed to start.  

DANGER!! Your main goal in this process is to start 
with full speed without fouling or hitting anyone!! Keep in 
mind that other people have your same idea, and you 
cannot be trapped between them and the committee boat. 
Look back to figure 12, and you will see two danger 
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zones. These are the places you need to watch for 
boats you may hit.  

During the 50 seconds while you sit still, you need to 
be constantly looking into these areas for boats heading 
your way. If there is anyone there, you must figure out 
where they will go. The best thing you can do if 
someone is converging on the same spot as you is to do 
a complete circle and start behind them.  

 
figure 13 

If you have full speed when you reach the line, you 
will sail away from most of the fleet, even if you're late to 
the line! Most racers concentrate on being in the right 
place at the start, but not on their speed. They will be on 
the line but not moving, so you can sail right past them.  

DANGER!! I must say this one more time - If you see 
someone who may hit you or trap you between the 
themselves and the committee boat, GET THE HECK 
OUT OF THERE! Just tack around, and go in behind 
them. Late with speed is fine, indeed!  

There are many types of starts, and this is just one. 
Below, you will find information on the best types of 
starts for different conditions, and how to determine your 
best approach, once you are comfortable in the boat.  

Check the Wind, and Know What it Means 

At the start, because of the way the line and the 
course are set, there are going to be some large 
possible gains at the outset. There are three questions 
you should answer during the beginning of the starting 
sequence: on which side of the line should you start, on 
what tack should you be at the starting gun, and to 
which side of the course should you go?  

These questions can be answered in the pre-start, 
with more than 2 minutes to go. Once they are 
answered, formulate a plan, and use those last 2 
minutes to execute.  

Favored end of the line 

On which side of the line should you start? This 
question is simple. Go to the middle of the line and go 
head to wind. Then look to either side, left at the pin, 
and right at the committee boat. Whichever is further 
ahead is the preferred end. This will be the closest end 
to the windward mark, and why not begin with a head 
start?  

 
figure 14 

Best tack off the line 

On which tack should you be immediately after the 
start? This question is almost as simple. To decide the 
best tack, you need to decide which will take you 
straightest to the windward mark. When you are head to 
wind in the middle of the line, checking the favored end, 
look also toward the windward mark and see which side 
of the boat it's on. If it's dead ahead, your initial tack 
doesn't matter. If it's to the right, the best tack is port, 
and to the left, starboard.  

 
figure 15 

To remember these, just imagine the wind swinging 
a little further in the same direction. If it goes far enough, 
you will be able to go to the windward mark on one tack. 
A simple rule to follow is: take the tack that will take your 
boat straightest to the mark, always. This is useful, even 
on the other legs of the course.  

Now, of course, you should keep in mind that 
starboard tack has right of way over port tack, and this 
will have a bearing on your decision. If port tack is the 
best to be on, it may pay to start on starboard, and then 
tack to port as soon as you can. That is, unless you 
have complete confidence in your ability to stay clear of 
the starboard (right of way) boats.  

Favored side of the course 

The favored side of the course is often a little more 
nebulous than the above considerations. The favored 
side of the course should be the side where the most 
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wind is. This you can tell by standing up in your boat 
and looking upwind. Do this about every 30 seconds 
before the start. Keep in mind that the wind may move 
to the other side of the course by the time you start. The 
time to start keeping track of the wind on the course is 
about 1/2 hour before the start of your race. Get out to 
the course early to determine what's happening.  

Now, reaching the favored side of the course may be 
difficult, considering where you start, and your initial 
tack. Try to get there as quickly as possible, which 
means giving yourself room to tack. If you are pinned to 
leeward of a windward boat, on starboard tack, it will be 
hard to get to the right side of the course.  

These three ingredients should be mixed and 
matched to get the most out of the start. If it seems 
there is much more wind on the right, then you might 
give up the favored pin end of the line, for a quick port 
tack to the right. If there is no apparent advantage on 
either side, then go with the favored end of the line, on 
the closest tack to the mark. Remember - PLAN 
AHEAD!!  

Get Clear Air and Have Speed at the Start 

The best way to get wind is to make sure you are not 
in someone's bad air. The biggest thing for which to 
watch is backwinding at the start. This will slow you 
down, and make your pointing worse, and the worst part 
of it is you won't be able to feel that the air is bad. The 
initial goal, once the gun goes off, will be to get up to 
speed quickly, and this means getting clear air, so 
separate from those around you if you must.  

Also, in the few seconds before the start, you should 
bear off (foot) about 5-10 degrees to build a little speed. 
Otherwise, you'll get rolled by everyone who does have 
speed.  

A Sample Plan and Execution 

The following is a sample starting scenario. This 
situation will not apply all the time, but it's a good 
example. The wind speed is about 10 mph and the line 
is the length of the 20 boats on the course. See figure 
16 below.  

Imagine yourself in the boat, and what you would 
see. Now, formulate a plan for the start, taking into 
account where you will start, and in what direction you 
want to go. Then look at the sample solution to see if 
you were close.  

 

Solution: The first thing to notice is that the pin end is 
further to windward, so this is the favored end. Also, the 
windward mark is a little to the right of straight upwind, 
so the proper starting tack is port tack. There is little 
difference in the wind between sides of the course.  

Now, it may be difficult to start on port tack if there is 
a large fleet of boats, and they are all on starboard 
coming at you, so you may want to start on starboard, 
with the intention of tacking soon after the start. This 
means staying to the right of the bulk of the boats who 
will naturally want to start at the pin.  

You also want to start at the pin, but keep in mind 
that everyone can't start in the same place. A safer thing 
to do is start about 1/3 of the way from the pin on 
starboard, with the intention of tacking soon.  

With about 2 minutes to go, start lining up your final 
run. You will most likely want to be at the committee 
boat with about 20 seconds to go, heading for your spot. 
If you are going too fast, and will overshoot the target, 
slow down by letting the sail luff and heading up into the 
wind slightly.  

With the final 10 seconds to go, start bearing off a 
little to build speed, keeping an eye on the boats to 
leeward and windward. You should hit the line at full 
speed, with a little room to leeward in case you want to 
foot for speed, and a little room to windward, if you want 
to tack. Then, since the port tack is preferred, tack as 
soon as possible.  

Fleet Racing 
In fleet racing, you'll face many challenges, not the 

least of which is avoiding collisions before the start. In 
some races, there are as many as 50 boats swarming 
around a very small area. This can be unnerving, but try 
to stay cool.  

One thing to remember is that starboard tack has 
right of way over port, but you're not allowed to 
maneuver your boat to keep someone from staying 
clear (i.e., you can't keep changing course in order to hit 
them, even if you have right of way), whether you're on 
port or starboard. If you're the starboard boat, go about 
your business, but keep sailing mostly straight lines. If 
you're port, change your course as little as possible 
around other boats, but stay clear.  

Below are some skills which will help in this 
maneuvering, as well as in the execution of your plan.  

Skills: Timing Practice 

One skill that must be learned is that of timing an 
approach to an object. This will aid in getting to the 
starting line, in the position you want, at the correct time.  

Set a buoy in the water, or pick a dock, or something 
fixed, to which you can sail. Then, set a time limit like 30 
seconds for yourself. The goal is to sail at full speed and 
reach the marker at exactly 30 seconds. Keep going 
back to try changing your distance and speed, until you 
can judge the distance correctly.  

Keep in mind that when the wind strength changes, 
so will your speed, and thus the time to the marker. 

figure 16 
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Practice this drill in all conditions, when you're not 
racing. Another good time to do this is during the 
starting sequence. With about 5 minutes to go, time how 
long it takes to get from the pin to the committee boat on 
a beam reach. This will be important information in the 
plan formulation and execution.  

Skills: Close Sailing 

Most everything listed above is simple to do when 
you're alone on the course, but that's not ever the case 
in a real race. To keep from getting flustered, you must 
learn to sail close to other boats, defining your limits. 
How close can you get while still in control?  

When there is a group of boats on the water, you can 
try playing follow-the-leader. Have one boat be at the 
front, with each of the others following as closely as 
possible. The front boat should go through normal 
starting maneuvers, such as tacking, jibing, heading up, 
bearing off, etc.  

Think about staying the same distance behind that 
boat at all times, decreasing the distance as you get 
better. This will take concentration, and you will have to 
learn to speed up your boat, as well as slow it down, 
using the trim of the sails, crew placement, etc.  

If you're alone, try sailing close to trees and docks 
and other fixed objects, without hitting them. This doesn't 
give you a feeling for the movement that other boats will, 
but you can learn how quickly your boat moves, tacks, 
and jibes. Defining your sailing limits is important in 
control of the boat.  

Skills: Sitting Still 

A third skill to practice is sitting still, without losing 
control. This is important, since you will often misjudge 
the time to the line, and you will need to slow down or 
stop.  

Sail on a close reach and then head up into the wind 
until almost head to wind. Then, practice staying in that 
position for as long as possible. You will be able to do 
this using the trim of the sails and the heel of the boat. 
Don't let the boat go straight into the wind, or you will 
end up in irons, with no steerage. Keep the boat off the 
wind by about 5-10 degrees.  

Finally, when you have mastered sitting still, learn 
how to get boat under way quickly. This you can do by 
heeling to windward to turn the boat, and trimming in the 
sails to pick up speed.  

Next issue – beating upwind 
 

Fun Times Await at Indian Lake 
July 28-31 

 

The folks at Indian Lake Yacht Club have been busy getting everything ready for the National Championship 
Regatta July 38 – 31.  The finishing touches are being put on the new committee boat, new restrooms and showers.   

The Women’s and Junior’s Championship will be held Wednesday July 28 and the Championship and 
Challenger’s competition will follow Thursday through Saturday.  This year’s regatta will include the addition of a Jib 
and Main fleet for those who want to join in the festivities without intense competition.   

Off the water, we are looking forward to great dinners including the famous Indian Lake all you can eat fish and 
chips!  Island music from Skip Hoyt and talent show is the order of the day for Friday.  Saturday will feature the return 
of the Nationals Banquet.  Baby sitting and fun for the kids right on the island, so parents don’t have to worry while out 
on the water. 

Great sailing, great parties, great fun – there’s no reason to stay home this year!  Come to the lake! 

 

Nationals info:  www.indianlakeyachtclub.com 
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Listen to your HELM! 

by Skip Dieball 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For many years, I have been giving clinics and 
helping folks try to get more out of their Interlake sailing 
experience.  We do this sailing thing for fun and the 
easier it is to sail your Interlake, the more enjoyment 
you’ll receive.  

One particular facet of sailing Interlakes that is tough 
to master is managing the helm.  Too often I’ll see a 
team that has excessive helm (myself included!), that is 
when the driver is driving/working against the boat’s 
natural course.  I attribute this, partly, to the Interlake 
being relatively heavy-helmed.  There are plenty of boats 

out there that have a light helm, so when you come to an 
Interlake, the relative tug on the tiller is so much more 
that sometimes you just don’t recognize what the boat is 
communicating. 

Weather helm is what we generally experience when 
going upwind.  Here’s a picture of 13-time National 
Champ George Fisher.  Look closely at how far off 
centerline the tiller is.  Granted, this could be a situation 
where George is footing to get through some waves, 
etc.,  but the point here is that he is fighting the boat a bit 
and therefore dragging the rudder through the water. 

 

What contributes to excessive helm?  There are 
generally three main factors:  1) Sail Trim, 2) Boat 
Balance/Heel, 3) Position of CB.  For the Interlake we 
can zero in on each factor and try continue to use points 
of reference to reduce the amount of helm the boat has, 
and thus go faster in a straight line (and arguably higher 
with added hydrodynamic lift).   

Sail Trim.  Generally speaking if you understand 

the concept of how the sails affect the way the boat goes 
through the water, you are already ahead of the game.  
For many, we do understand, but we don’t always use 
the sails to help us listen to the boat.  In its basic form, 
the jib pulls the bow down away from the wind and the 
mainsail, when trimmed, lifts the bow up to the wind.  On 
a perfectly balanced boat, you will be able to feel any 
change in helm by just a click or two of trim on either the 
main or jib.  Because the Interlake is so “mainsail 

driven”, we need to focus more on the mainsail as it 
contributes to the helm.  Constant adjustment will 
directly affect the helm of the boat.  That is why some 
have considered taking off their mainsheet cleats, to 
force you to hold onto the mainsail and adjust the main 
as it relates to the tug of the helm.  I have a mainsheet 
cleat and always will…just my style.  But for those that 
have sailed any of my boats, you’ll know that the cleat is 
set low enough that you have to work hard to place the 
mainsheet in the cleat, and conversely it is easy to 
uncleat…this is the same as not having a cleat, though 
my hands are grateful that I do! 

So when you are on your close hauled course with 
the jib trimmed just with the battens in line with the 
centerline of the hull and the top tell tail flowing, you are 
now working the mainsail as an extension of the helm.  
Trim the main harder and the helm will increase.  Ease 

Photo by Jeff Thompson 
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out and the helm goes more neutral.  Find this range, 
mark your mainsheet, look at the spread between the 
pulleys @ the transom…do anything you can to gain 
better understanding of the range and create a point of 
reference that you can then quickly check when the boat 
seems slow.  Take this knowledge and then plug in the 
depowering factors (vang sheeting &/or traveler 
adjustment) to fine tune the balance through main trim! 

Boat Heel/Balance.  The Interlake is a stable 

dinghy.  More so than many other smaller one design 
boats.  For this reason you have to have good 
communication with your team about your fore/aft weight 
placement and, as it relates to the helm, the side to side 
balance.  When I was a Jr. Sailor my coaches always 
preached sailing the boat flat and that the rudder was a 
brake if you didn’t.   Not for a number of years after did I 
“get” the concept.  If you think about the amount of heel 
you are carrying upwind and then correlate that to the 
tug on the helm, you’ll quickly understand this concept.  
The question always asked is “how flat do I need to 
sail”?  The answer, as we have witnessed in GPS tracks 
of sail testing and boathandling, is that the flatter the 
faster.  I like to challenge Interlake Sailors to find the 
transition point of helm (the point where the helm goes 
from windward to leeward).  That is as flat as you’ll want 
to sail.  In some cases (especially lighter winds), you’ll 
want and need a little windward helm to gain 
hydrodynamic lift off the blades.  When you gain a slight 
increase of helm, you should work on managing that with 
sailing flat and regaining neutral helm.  This is an 
important range of balance that you need to work with 
your crew to perfect.  It all translates into faster sailing!   

One quick note about fore/aft weight placement.   A 
common error I see is that when the boat is “loaded up” 
people tend to sit too far forward.  If you are going to 
error, this is a good place to be, but just keep in mind 

that you’ll want to slide back and together as your feet 
slide into the hiking straps.  If you are sailing 2-up, be 
sure that the forward crew is about one body-width aft of 
the shroud.  If you are sailing 3-up, that should be ½ a 
body width. 

Position of Centerboard.   Fortunately for us in 

the Interlake Class, the Centerboard down position is 
pretty standard (leading edge perpendicular to the hull).  
Most of the tuning guides talk about having relative 
marks on your CB pennant so that you know exactly 
where the board is set up for a given wind range.  I like 
to mark mine so that I know exactly when it is 
perpendicular (for 0-5 knots), up a few inches (5-10 
knots), up 6” (10-15 knots) and up 1’ (over 15 knots).  I 
rarely set it and forget it…rather I see how the boat feels 
through the helm, check the relative position and adjust 
accordingly.  Knowing where you have it set and then 
fine-tuning is really important in the Interlake.   An 
example is sailing in waves.  You’ll need a little more 
board up to free up the helm to drive around the waves.  
The point here is that there are a number of One Design 
boats out there that have CB’s that are integral to the 
balance of the helm.  Be sure to read the tuning guides 
and ask the experts if you have a question as to whether 
you could reduce the helm by moving the centerboard.  
In the Interlake Class you’ll find that some folks do and 
some don’t.  That is why we practice and experiment at 
the club races! 

In conclusion, the purpose of this article was to get 
you to think about helm.  As I already mentioned, too 
often I’ll see a boat sailing upwind with too much helm.  
By easing the main (or depowering), balancing the boat 
or goofing around with the CB position, you will find the 
boat’s sweet spot and recognize better upwind 
performance.   
 

 

Chief’s Regatta winners 
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Class News 

                     
  

 Chief’s Regatta 
Leatherlips Yacht Club 
May 1 – 2, 2010 
By A.J. Savage, Interlake #1293 
 

Position Boat # Skipper Crew Crew Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Total 

1 1340 Scott Savage Jeff Jones   1 1 1 1 4 

2 1267 Jamie Jones Joe Hurst   4 3 2 4 13 

3 1402 Steve Aspery Larry Hurst Geoff Schaefer 2 8 3 2 15 

4 1130 Hank Boissoneault Wes Blazer   5 7 5 5 22 

5 1240 Dick Evans Carolyn Tanner Cindy Elmore 11 5 4 3 23 

6 1293 A.J. Savage Brendan Savage   6 4 7 8 25 

7 1000 Andy Nixon Bob Sagan   3 2 15 7 27 

8 1317 Clark Chapin Bill Chapin   9 6 6 6 27 

9 1332 Bob Bradley Jim Davis   8 10 11 11 40 

10 1374 Don Wilson Jane Wilson Ben Wilson 7 9 12 13 41 

11 1153 Doug Savage Tim Savage   10 11 13 10 44 

12 1280 Scott Graham Dave White   13 15 9 9 46 

13 1248 Kevin Bracy Alan Freeland Tyler Cullinan 12 13 8 15 48 

14 1178 Jim Boucher Mark Boucher   15 12 10 12 49 

15 1424 Mike McClinchie Brandon Groff Charles Murman 14 14 14 14 56 

16 1209 Mike Mirarchi Kurt Andrews   16 17 DNS (21) 16 70 

17 1427 Chip Wood Bill Mosma   17 16 17 DNS (21) 71 

18 681 Gary Savage Christie Whitt   18 18 16 DNS (21) 73 

19 1024 Stephen Cheek Michael DiPlacido Alyssa Singer 19 19 19 18 75 

20 609 Ben Mantey Kim Mantey   DNS (21) 20 18 17 76 

 

Even with a dreary weather forecast, 20 Interlakes showed 
up for the 2010 Chief’s Regatta at LYC.  These competitors 
were duly rewarded with perfect Leatherlips weather- 10-15 
mph wind blowing the length of the reservoir.  The rain held 
off, the temperatures were mild, and three long races were 
held on Saturday.  Scott Savage and crew Jeff Jones led the 
fleet with Jamie Jones, Steve Aspery, and Andy Nixon hot on 
their heels.  Hank Boissoneault, AJ Savage, and Dick Evans 
sailed consistently well and kept the pressure on the front of 
the fleet.  At the conclusion of Saturday’s races, only 8 points 
separated second place from fifth place, leaving Scott in the 
only comfortable position going into Sunday. 

As is Chief’s regatta tradition, cocktail hour and dinner lead 
to a fine party.  Savage Specials poured freely and pulled 
pork satiated appetites worked up with a full day of racing.  
Most importantly, sailors were able to cast off the winter and 
welcome the sailing season with a great day. 

Sunday Morning brought more of the South wind, allowing 
another long race to be sailed.  With the breeze down slightly 
from Saturday, scores move around a bit as boats that had 
been over-powered found their sweet spot.  The top five boats 
solidified their positions and took home the trophies.   

Thanks to Fleet 23 for hosting and all who attended.  We 
look forward to seeing you next year! 
 

 

 
Interlakes 1267 and 1000 

Approaching the leeward mark 
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Cattail Regatta & Founder’s Cup 
Jolly Roger Sailing Club 
June 5, 2010 
By Ron Gall, Interlake #1325 

Once again this year’s Cattail Regatta was marred by 
the elements. After a week of forecasts that ranged from 
severe thunderstorms to winds of greater than 20 MPH, 
we were left with sunny skies and no wind. But that was 
just the beginning. After the Skipper’s Meeting, many 
boats had to be towed out to the race course. The skies 
were starting to change in scary fashion as the 
postponement flag was lowered. The first race was 
approximately one hour late waiting for the wind to fill in, 
but when it did, it was a steady and perfect 10 MPH 
breeze. Our two past National Champions, Scott Savage 
and Steve Aspery, were over early, giving the rest of us 
hope. Jeff Clark was the first to round the weather mark, 
but a long line of boats on the starboard layline including 
new Interlaker Mark Presley, Bob Bradley, and Tom 
Marriott were not far behind. Scott and Steve, as they 
always do, caught that group shortly afterwards. By the 
leeward mark the race was anyone’s. The wind was not 
as shifty as you’d expect with the unusual weather we 
had seen throughout the day, but the shifts were there. 
Bob Bradley played them better than anyone else and 
took over for the win. Mark Presley and Jeff Clark, both 

from Hoover Sailing Club, came in second and third 
respectively. 

Seasoned, first class PRO, Dave Shaffer, was 
watching the radar closely. There was ugly, 
unpredictable stuff popping up all over the place and so 
he ordered the boats off the water. This turned out to be 
a good call. This unusual weather pattern would 
eventually result in tornadoes that ripped through the 
area later that night. 

Jolly Roger Sailing Club had the winning Interlake, 
but still managed to relinquish the Founder’s Cup. The 
Founder’s Cup is based on a low-point scoring system. 
The best two fleet member’s finishes are totaled up for 
the first two races. In our case, we only had to total them 
up for one race. The only two fleets with two or more 
participants were Hoover and Jolly Roger. Hoover’s top 
two finishers had a second and third, giving them 5 
points. Jolly Roger’s top two finishers had a first and a 
sixth, giving them 7 points, plus an extra point for 
defending the Cup for a total of 8 points. 
Congratulations to Hoover Sailing Club for taking back 
the Founder’s Cup. We’ll see you in 2011. I would like to 
thank all of those who traveled to our regatta. It means a 
lot to all the members of Jolly Roger Sailing Club. 
Please come back next year. The weather will be 
perfect…  I promise! 
 

Place Skipper and Crew Club Boat # Race 1 

1 Bob & Betsy Bradley & Chris Davis JRSC 1332 1 

2 Mark Presley & Brian Hoy HSC 1382 2 

3 Jeff Clark & Alan Freeland HSC 1370 3 

4 Scott & Michael Savage HSC 1340 4 

5 Steve Aspery & Steve Cheek HSC 1402 5 

6 Tom & Tim Marriott JRSC 909 6 

7 Ron Gall, Mike Horvath & Dan Brainard JRSC 1325 7 

8 Bill Sanderson & Denny Osborn MSC 1333 8 

9 Tim Lohner & Ernie Dieball HSC 1274 9 

10 Tom Crowley & Jim Bradley JRSC 339 10 

11 Craig Spear & Dave Marriott TIYC 161 11 

12 Ben & Kim Mantey JRSC 609 12 

 

 
After a start at the Chief’s Regatta 
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2009 ISCA Travelers’ Series 

Scorekeeper – 2009 Past President Alan Freeland 
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1340 Savage, Scott HSC 9 3 1 1 2     1   5 2 1   1   5 1 

1402 Aspery, Steve HSC 8 4 6   1     2   3 1 10   2   9 2 

1370 Clark, Jeff HSC 9 6 5 2 4   6   2 6   8   3   16 3 

1332 Bradley, Bob JRSC 6 7 7 3     2     9         1 20 4 

1376 Bradley, Bryan JRSC 6     7     4     11 3   3   5 22 5 

909 Marriott, Tom JRSC 5     4     5         4 6   3 22 6 

1374 Wilson, Don ISC 6     8     9 5       5   4 2 24 7 

1280 Graham, Scott LYC 5 8 14 6       3 5             36 8 

1178 Boucher, Jim LYC 5   10   8     6     10     6   40 9 

1248 Bracy, Kevin SSC 6 12   5 10   11   4 14           42 10 

1325 Gall, Ron JRSC 10 11 19   19   8 12   17 7 18 5 14   43 11 

1000 Nixon, Andy PYC 5 5 11 10     7     12           45 12 

1269/1286 Coleman/Taylor PYC 6   15     3       20   9 4 15   46 13 

1305 Freeland, Alan HSC 5             8 3 16 9     11   47 14 

1066 McClinchie, Mike HSC 9 13 16 11 14   14 11   20   12   16   61 15 

1317 Chapin, Clark PYC 4   8             8   2   5   
 

  

1411 Sagan, Bob GTYC 4   13     1       15   3       
 

  

1341 Cathey, Tyler PYC 3                     6 1 9   
 

  

1293 Savage, AJ LYC 3   18   7     4               
 

  

1386 Bardus, Steve HSC 3       13       6   11         
 

  

730 Milliman, Jim GTYC 3 10               12   19       
 

  

979 Ostler, Mark LYC 3   17   12     15               
 

  

681 Savage, Gary LYC 3   20   16     13               
 

  

1384 Balmert, Brad LSYC 2   3           1             
 

  

191 Dieball, Denny NCYC 2 1                 6         
 

  

923 Parker, Bryan LSYC 2       6         2           
 

  

972 Wismer, Rich LSYC 2               7   8         
 

  

1267 Jones, Jamie HSC 2   12   5                     
 

  

1380 Smith, Brooke PYC 2                     11   7   
 

  

1377 Young, Tom GTYC 2         4       14           
 

  

1393 Graf, Dan ILYC 2             7   13           
 

  

1363 Menzies, Jim GTYC 2         2       19           
 

  

1407 Phelps, David GTYC 2         6       18           
 

  

1405 Seiter, Ron ILYC 2             10   17           
 

  

1385 Tynan, Pat ILYC 2             14   16           
 

  

1270 Sarber, Bryan ISC 2                 21       10   
 

  

1100 Corson, Bill   2   21       16                 
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ISCA Executive Committee Meeting 
Saturday, May 1, 2010 

Leatherlips Yacht Club, Powell, OH 

CALL TO ORDER 

President AJ Savage called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm. A 
quorum (at least 50%) of the voting members was present: 

A.J. Savage (President)          Jim Bradley (Past President) 
Ron Gall (Sec-Treas)          Steve Aspery (Intercom) 
Jeff Clark (Chief Measurer)          Mike McClinchie (S-OH VP) 
Scott Savage (Vice President)       Bob Sagan (Marketing VP) 
Don Wilson (IN-East Coast VP) 
Also present: Clark Chapin (US SAILING), Terry Kilpatrick 
(Builder)   

Minutes from the Executive Committee meeting of January 30, 
2010 were approved.  

REPORTS 

A. Secretary - Treasurer 
Ron Gall reported: 
Membership: 2010 2009 Money:   as of 5/1/10 

Active   131 142 Checking $15,055.66 
Associate    25   26 Savings   $  8,920.65 
FYF     13     6         ====== 
Life       6     7      $23,976.31 
   175 181 

Letters were mailed to members to encourage renewing 
their memberships for this year if they had not already done 
so.  

B. US SAILING 

Clark Chapin forwarded an e-mail to the Executive 
Committee about sailing the Championship of Champions 
in the Interlake at some point. The requirement would be 
21 boats, 20 competitors and one spare, and 20 different 
suits of competitive sails. The ISCA last hosted this event 
in 1986 at Sandusky Sailing Club (SSC). Last year’s event 
at Lake Carlisle got good publicity in Sailing World. Similar 
publicity would be our goal as well. Clark assured everyone 
that the conduct of the individuals at this event has gotten 
significantly better since 1986. Terry Kilpatrick stated that 
SSC would be willing to put on this venue again. Clark 
stated that US SAILING was just looking for an expression 
of interest at this time from the ISCA. It was voted on and 
approved that we investigate the finacial implications and 
the contributions from US SAILING before proceeding. 

C. Chief Measurer 

Jeff Clark addressed a few measurement issues that 
the Measurement Committee was tasked with. One issue 
was - what is the right size of the jib and main windows? 
No recommendations or proposals have been made to 
date. Jeff requested the opinion of the Executive 
Committee. It was mentioned that adding more window 
area would not affect the cost or durability, and that the 
current configuration does not cause safety concerns. From 
a marketing standpoint, adding area would be a benefit. It 
was voted on and approved that we task the Measurement 
Committee to look into adding one foot back into the lower 
main window and at least one foot into the lower jib 
window. 

 

The second issue had to do with sail acquisition and the 

interpretation of the current rule, and in particular, the issue 
of borrowing sails. Jeff did some research of other class 
rules on this subject. Jeff passed around a copy of the 
Thistle Class rules for “acquisition of sails” for everyone to 
review. It was suggested that we amend the Thistle rules 
for our class rules. 

Clark Chapin had previously circulated a set of 
modifications regarding electronic devices for the 
Measurement Committee to consider, that would modify 
the limitations on electronic devices to meet what we 
actually interpreted it to mean - devices used on the boat 
that provide a racing benefit while racing. That would allow 
GPS recording devices to be carried but not used to 
provide a racing benefit while racing. There was no action 
taken. 

Jeff also prepared a ballot-ready amendment to allow 
the use of VHF radios, and to not limit this to “non-
sanctioned” events, as was asked for in the January 
Executive Committee meeting. The Committee voted to 
present this amendment to the membership for a mail-in 
ballot with a deadline of 25-Jul-10. The proposal reads as 
follows: 

“Revise Article III – Decks and Hulls Paragraph 14 
(b)(2) by adding the following underlined language: 
 

2. A device that displays time of day, elapsed time, or 
countdown time. 

No other electronic devices on the boat shall be used to 
provide a racing benefit. The Organizing Authority may 
allow, but not require, VHF radios or other specified 
communication devices to be used while racing for the sole 
purpose of communicating between the Race Committee 
and competitors. In any race, a VHF radio may be carried 
with the power off, for use in case of emergency to give 
help to a person or vessel in danger as allowed under 
Fundamental Rule 1 of the ISAF Rules. 

D. Builder 

Terry Kilpatrick has sold four boats so far this year and 
is working on a fifth one. Terry proposed that he work with 
the sail makers to develop a series of instructional videos 
on tuning and rigging that we could post on our website, 
similar to the Flying Scot Class. It was suggested that we 
could post the video clips on You Tube and include the 
links on our website. It was proposed that we budget $2000 
toward this project with prior Executive Committee approval 
of the video plan, voted on via e-mail. This proposal was 
approved. Terry also suggested that we develop an 
owner’s manual for the Interlake. 

E. Marketing 

Bob Sagan suggested that we conduct another class 
survey. Bob asked everyone for possible questions. Steve 
Aspery suggested that we conduct the survey online. AJ 
Savage asked everyone to come up with at least one 
question. 

F. Intercom 

No report. 

G. VP Reports 

IN-East Coast VP – Don Wilson reported that he is now 
Fleet Captain for Fleet 28. 

S-OH VP – The George Fisher Memorial Regatta will be 
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I like to picture our late 
friend and fellow-sailor, Tim 
Dowling (left), smiling down at 
us as he watched the action at 
his beloved Clark Lake YC Fall 
Regatta held September 22-
23. Given the perfect weekend 
of weather, one could well 
imagine Tim checking in with 

the Big Boss up above and putting in a good word for 
us sailors. Be that as it may, we did get warm sunshine 
with temperatures in the 70's F (20's C) and lovely mid-
range winds that made the sailing attractive to both 
beginners and experts alike. 

As always, we visitors were warmly welcomed, 
whether we arrived Friday night or Saturday morning. 
The beer keg was certainly very operational (courtesy 
of Dan Hockenberry) by the time Marc and I arrived 
about 2030 hrs on Friday night - a welcome and 
refreshing change from the more than an hour we had 
spent hanging around at the bridge in Detroit, waiting 
for the very lackadaisical U.S. customs officers to do us 
the gigantic favour of selling Marc his green $6 visa. To 
be fair, I must say that after numerous border 
crossings, I suppose we were bound to have a bad 
experience sooner or later after having received 
nothing but friendly, efficient and courteous welcomes 
into the U.S. on previous occasions. 

For this, the 2nd annual Tim Dowling Memorial 
Regatta, the Dowlings once more attended in serious 
numbers.  As always, our Clark Lake hosts looked after 
us all superbly. By the time registration was complete, 
there were 42 entries: 18 Rebels, 13 Interlakes, 8 
Sunfish and 3 Wayfarers (plus Uncle Al who was 
sailing a Rebel).  PRO Mike Smith gave up his 
weekend of Rebel racing to run our races, and a fine 
job he and his helpers did, too! 

With 5 to 10 knots of breeze coming more or less 
from the west, Mike confirmed the usual 1300 hrs start 
time and his hopes to complete three Saturday races.  

Mike had us sail a nice, challenging course of 5-1-2-
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Created by the ISCA Executive Committee to 
promote a positive relationship with Customflex 
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part of the Hoover Stakes Regatta this year, and will therefore 
not be an invitational regatta as it was previously. Mike 
McClinchie reported that Fleet 40 at Buckeye Lake has 
doubled to six boats. 

N-OH VP – No report. 

MI VP – Jim Milliman has moved to Nashville and therefore 
had to vacate his position as MI VP. Jim suggested that we 
look into having Midwinters in the Nashville area next year. 

DISCUSSION 

A. ISCA Non-Profit Status 

Ron Gall reported that he had an initial consultation with 
the Clinician from Michigan State’s Law Services to determine 
what we need in order to apply for 501c3 non-profit 
organization status. There was a long list of information 
needed. The goal is to complete this application by year’s end. 
We will be working with a new Clinician in May as a new 
semester starts. 

B. 2010 Nationals 

This will be addressed at the General Membership 
Meeting on May 2, 2010. 

C. Michigan VP 

AJ Savage has asked around for suggestions in filling this 
role. Ty Cathey was suggested. Scott Savage volunteered to 
contact him. 

D. The New Bay Week 

Ron Gall discussed the new format for Bay Week this year. 
The changes were intended to boost participation that had 
been declining the past few years. The changes include – long 
weekend format, reduced costs, more races, later starts, and 
world class race management. Bay Week is included on this 
year’s Travelers’ Series. 

The next Executive Committee meeting will be at Nationals 
at Indian Lake. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:34 pm. 

 

Classified Ads continued from page 19: 
 

Interlake 342 - Own a piece of history! , Frequent winner! 

Close to original, but with upgraded rigging, all original 
mahogany, 2 sets of sails, one only used about 5 times, 2 
centerboards, brand new mooring cover-- (never used) included, 
trailer included. Could  use a coat of paint and varnish $3500 
wjj6@juno.com 419-945-2194 Wes Lambert 
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ISCA OFFICERS 
 
President 
AJ Savage          614-792-2855 
Dublin, OH  
endurancerace@wowway.com 
 
Vice President 
Scott Savage      614-505-6363 
Columbus, OH  
savage.6@osu.edu 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Ron Gall             419-450-6972 
Toledo, OH  
ron.gall@yahoo.com 
 
Chief Measurer 
Jeff Clark            614-487-8787 
Upper Arlington, OH 
Jeffc1370@yahoo.com 
 
Intercom Editors 
Steve & Lisa Aspery 
Worthington, OH   614-841-1846 

LAspery@columbus.rr.com 
steve@darifill.com 
  
Past President 
Jim Bradley        419-874-2691 
Perrysburg, OH  
jtbradley@accesstoledo.com 
 
VP Marketing 
Bob Sagan         231-929-3555 
Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  

 
 

VP Northern Ohio 
Brad Balmert      440-282-4079 
Lorain, OH    
kb1384@centurytel.net 
 
VP Southern Ohio 
Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033 
Westerville, OH  
mike1424@me.com 
 
VP Michigan 
Jim Milliman       231-883-6222 
Traverse City, MI  
millimansb@aol.com   
 
VP Indiana / East Coast 
Don Wilson         317-272-6801 
Avon, IN 
jaws1374@sbcglobal.net 
 
Interlake Class Historian 
Mike Muhn          419-626-2615 
Sandusky, OH 
mjmgoskins@yahoo.com 
 
 

FLEET CAPTAINS 
 
 

Fleet #1 Sandusky SC 
Kevin Bracy       440-915-2780 
Westlake, OH    
cwrukicker@hotmail.com 
 
Fleet #4 Jolly Roger SC 
Ron Gall             419-450-6972 
Toledo, OH  
ron.gall@yahoo.com 

Fleet #5 Mohican SC 
Joe Murr             330-465-8692 
Wooster, OH    
joemurr@hotmail.com 
   

Fleet #6 Portage Lakes YC 
Darwin Steele     330-633-3848 
Tallmadge, OH  
DarwinSteele@att.net  
 

Fleet #7 Clark Lake YC 
Paul Gies 
Jackson, MI        517-392-0149 
 

Fleet #10 Indian Lake YC 
Ron Seiter         937-898-9056 
Dayton, OH  
RSeiter@woh.rr.com 
 

Fleet #13 American Sailing 
Institute 
Michael Golden  248-549-3030 
Royal Oak, MI  
michael-golden@msn.com 
 

Fleet #14 North Cape YC 
Denny Dieball     419-729-1758 
Toledo, OH 
judithd729@aol.com 
 

Fleet #17 Lorain Sailing & YC 
Rich Wismer     440-308-6834 
 
 

Fleet #22 Portage YC 
Todd Willford      734-253-2745 
Pinckney, MI 
toddwillford@yahoo.com 

Fleet #23 Leatherlips YC 
Bill McDonald     614-975-7866 
Worthington, OH  
wmcdonald@columbus.rr.com   
 
Fleet #24 Hoover  SC 
Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033 
Westerville, OH  
mike1424@me.com 
 
Fleet #28 Indianapolis SC 
Don Wilson         317-272-6801 
Avon, IN    
jaws1374@sbcglobal.net 
   

Fleet #38 Grand Traverse YC 
Bob Sagan       231-929-3555 
Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  
 

Fleet #39 Mid-Atlantic 
Mike Magee     703-283-8458 
Alexandria, VA  
mmagee@atsitere.com 
 

Fleet #40 Buckeye Lake 
Tracey Davis     614-446-0131 
Westerville, OH 
mtmdavis@juno.com 
 
Builder 
Terry Kilpatrick   419-875-5106 
Whitehouse,OH  

fax 419-875-5109 
Customflex@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Jeff Clark            614-487-8787 
Jeffc1370@yahoo.com 

Photos by Lynn Savage 

Classified Ads: 
Interlake 1408 White on white. Purchased new and rigged 
100% for racing. Delivered just under 650 pounds needing 
only about 5 pounds of lead to make weight. Harken race lite 
blocks. Refitted with low/no stretch low weight lines 
throughout. Comes with the stock rudder and a custom Phil’s 
Foils rudder (finish customization by Howdy King) designed to 
utilize best of specification tolerances. We have about $800 
invested in this rudder. Carbon fiber tiller extension. Carbon 
fiber 8’ 1” & stock aluminum spinnaker poles. Travel hull & 
skirted trailer covers. Two sets spinnaker sheets (light & 
heavy air). 2 Quantum spinnakers, 2 Quantum jibs (one with 
snaps removed from leech for light air). 1 Quantum main 
sailed about 1 season. Racing compass. She is very fast! 
Located Carmel Indiana. $11,900. Call Mark Hicks (317) 219-
9891 for information. Email cscotthicks@gmail.com for 
images. 

Interlake 1407 - Blue and white. Like new condition. Race 
deck and cut down centerboard trunk. Lightly used. Race 
ready. Former Nationals winner. Quantum sails. Full travel 
covers, mast cover, padded rudder bag, and mooring cover. 
Trailer is like new with very little travel. Stored indoors every 
winter. I am a two interlake owner. The wife says I must sell 
one before I purchase a Melges. Asking $9,800. Located in 
Traverse City. Will consider delivery. The boat will be at 
Nationals. Contact David Phelps (231) 935-4503 or 
slscdp@aol.com 

Interlake 1261 with galvanized Tene trailer, as-is condition. 

One side of the trunk needs new wood inserted and epoxied. 
Includes one set of sails in fair condition. Pastel blue hull. 
New rub rail and trunk cut down by Dieball in 2000. Raced in 
Nationals a few years ago. Asking $2000 OBO  Call Joe Murr 
330-465-8692 Mansfield, Ohio MSC 

Interlake 925 - in good condition. Red hull and deck with 
built in seating and cut down centerboard trunk, great starter 
boat or day sailor. Includes sails - main, jib with roller furling, 
spinnaker, spinnaker pole, running rigging, boat cover and 
trailer. Asking $2,600. Boat is located in Cleveland Ohio and 
sailed out of Sandusky Sailing Club. Contact Bob Brehm 
(440-333-1529) email brehms@ameritech.net for pictures. 

Interlake 838 – EXCELLENT CONDITION! Restored in 

2006-7. Fiberglass hull with classic Interlake paint scheme: 
flag blue and white. Paint applied by T.C.’s best! I’ll send 
pictures. Cut down centerboard trunk with stainless steel 
board that is polished and in great condition. New bailers 
were installed as well. Boat comes with race rudder and kick-
up, two tillers, two sets of fair sails. Nice trailer with new 
bearings and tires in 2006. Cover included. Boat is currently 
in Kansas City , but I can deliver as far as Chicago . Classic 
Boat! $3,500.00. Contact information: Matthew Carolan: 913-
963-9916/ matthew.carolan@yahoo.com 

Interlake 603 - white hull and deck, seats, appears sound 
floor and deck. Some trunk work to stop delamination, 
overweight about 110 pounds, no sails, trailer not roadworthy, 
full mooring cover, restitched, located in Columbus, Ohio cell 
614-203-7623.  David Landis 

Continued on page 18 
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