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From the President
By Hank Boissoneault

After a long, snowy winter, I
am happy to announce spring
is finally here. In fact, for 16 of
us, spring sailing has already
started. On March 19- 20, Fleet
39 hosted the third Midwinters
of the Interlake Class. Thank
you to Fleet 39 for a great
event!

Friday evening started with a
Welcome Party, sponsored by

Customflex and Fleet 39 at Martin and Ashley Howell’s
new home. During the evening, Skip Dieball gave us
another impressive seminar on “How to Sail our Interlake
Faster.” Loaded with slide shows and some of the newest
thinking, it was a very valuable presentation.

Saturday and Sunday brought near perfect conditions for
the event. Reports, at times during the week, had
conditions looking pretty bad, thus making the decision to
travel a little more difficult. The folks that did travel
ended up having a great weekend for sailing. It is the
Executive Committee’s intention to move further south
next year, if a suitable location can be determined. If you
have any input towards this regard, please pass it on to the
Committee.

This event was the first of many Travelers Series regattas.
A complete list can be found on our website
(www.interlakesailing.org) thanks to the efforts of Jeff
Clark. I hope you will consider traveling to an away
regatta. I am confident that you will learn more about
Interlake racing by traveling, than an entire summer of
racing at your home club. Besides, the parties are kind of
fun too. As with most things in life, it’s what you make of
it that counts. The rewards are well worth the little bit of
effort required to attend a regatta.

One of the new regattas featured this year comes from
Port Clinton. They have opened up a local club race to all
Interlakes. The “Can Race”, which is now a counter on
the Travelers Series, is a long distance race along the
shoreline of Lake Erie. I hope you will consider this as
you look at your summer schedule. Port Clinton Yacht
Club’s Commodore has pledged to ensure that a good
time is had by all.

In addition to adding the Can Race, we have also
examined the idea of a cruising weekend to some location
yet to be determined. We were considering a cruise to the
sandbar in Sandusky Bay or possibly to Kelley’s Island.
We are also adding a sailing expo, of sorts, based on

information gathered at the Cleveland Boat Show. Lorain
Sailing and Yacht Club is hosting a learn-to-sail day
based upon those leads. We will publish more on these
subjects in future Intercoms.

The Interlake Nationals for 2005 will be held in
Indianapolis, one of the more beautiful places we are
fortunate to sail at every year. I attended the last Nationals
held at this club back in 1995. Since then, it has been one
of my favorite places to sail. Through the work of Bob
Butsch and Past President Don Wilson, the club is taking
on a new face-lift, and will be in pristine condition in time
for Nationals.

Planning is already underway for the 2006 Nationals at
Hoover Sailing Club. At the fall meeting, they presented
one of the nicest bids I have ever seen to host Nationals.
Their bid was in the form of a video presentation,
showing the club, its members, and what they have to
offer. The nomination was immediately accepted and we
are looking forward to the event. In addition to 2006, a
bid is on the table for the 2007 Nationals to be finalized at
this year’s fall meeting.

The Class will be adding Bob Sagan as the new
Marketing Chairman. Former Chairman, Bob Butsch, has
taken on a more active role at Indianapolis, preparing for
our arrival this summer. We want to thank Bob for his
past service.

Bob Sagan is energized with new marketing ideas that
will be put into place at the spring meeting in Columbus.
It’s shaping up to be a very exciting year.

With every Class, especially one that was founded out of
wood and progressed to fiberglass, measurement issues
come up. We have spent the better part of the winter
burning up phone lines and e-mail routers discussing the
issues of the day. Every effort is being made to protect the
integrity and tradition of the Class, while applying
foresight into the future. It’s vital that your opinion is
heard and one of the best ways to influence the direction
of the Class is to get involved. We are coming up on
nominations for the new board and would like to know of
your interest to serve and get involved. It is a good way to
give something back to our great Class.

In closing, I would like to say how happy I am with my
new Interlake. I have owned several used Interlakes.
When I decided to sell them, each of them sold within two
weeks. I think that is a real testament to Customflex, the
builder Terry Kilpatrick, and all the previous Executive
Committees. Consider upgrading. It’s worth a look. Your
investment sells fast, it helps grow the fleet, and you
won’t be disappointed.

Here’s to a great summer!
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Letter to the Editor
By Marion Zaugg, #1299
Others in the Class beside myself must be somewhat tired
of these on-going measurement issues. I would not want
to artificially keep the running dialog going. But the
consequences of failing to effectively resolve them are
fundamentally antithetic to the well being of the Class.

I maintain that the refusal of such issues to recede to an
unobtrusive level for the past dozen years or so is pretty
solid evidence that the current approach is misguided and
misapplied at best.

Clark Chapin’s article “The Soul of the Interlake Class”
in the last Intercom is well reasoned and quite helpful in
understanding to some degree the present attitude of the
board. I do not think he overstates the importance of the
debate when he referrers to it as protecting the soul and
traditions of the Class.

To be as brief as possible, I would ask members of the
Class to consider carefully the main point of Clark’s
article, that part highlighted by the box and bold lettering.
“Any perception that modification of a stock boat is
necessary to be competitive is corrosive to the one-design
nature of the Class and to the value of all our boats.”

There is clearly some truth in this, but to rely on such a
proposition as the final test of measurement issues in
general is certain to foster a result that we do not intend,
like many that we have wrestled with over the past twelve
or so years.

In almost every other pursuit in life, we have found
perception to be an unreliable tool for distinguishing truth
from fiction. This guy Ted Bundy, has very nice manners,
is very polite and well dressed, certainly he is
trustworthy… You get the idea, and I know you can come
up with a thousand of your own.

Ours is not an issue of life and death, but should not be
dismissed lightly as ultimately we are accusing fellow
members of knowingly or otherwise attempting to cheat.
And every time the board decides to pass new rules as a
result of the issue being raised, deck material or whatever
the flavor of the month is, they sanction the perception
that yes indeed that was cheating.

Perception requires no test other than its own existence.
Does that wood rudder provide an unfair advantage? Well
a majority of us think it does, so it does.

Perception is reality. In the last 25 years, all but two of the
Interlakes that won the National Championships had hulls

that were either white or grey… The perception is that
having a white or grey hull is some kind of advantage. We
should apparently either require all hulls to be white or
grey, or not allow any to be white or grey. I mean it’s
corrosive to the Class to allow the perception to exist that
allows some boats to have an advantage over others.

Apparently some perceptions are more important than
others. Go back over the past years and look at the results
of the National Championships and the boats in the top
half of the fleet are newer and the boats at the back of the
fleet are older. Do you have to have a new boat to be
competitive in this Class? That is the perception, isn’t it?

On the other hand, there was no evidence that an Interlake
with a wood deck that matched the shape and strength as
outlined by the plans had any advantage over boats with
decks built of fiberglass. Never the less, the board labeled
such decks as unfair and forced members with such boats
to make difficult revisions.

Past tradition of the Class was not to make rules based on
opinion and impression. It is arbitrary and therefore by
definition unfair. Those who pursue such a policy based
on impression and innuendo are NOT embracing the best
traditions of the Interlake Class.

You do not have to take my word for it, look at the
record. Look at the boats that were embraced over the
years. An Interlake was an Interlake if the hull was the
same shape as defined by the plans, if it met the minimum
weight, and if it had the same rig and sails period. Make it
out of whatever, with or without a core, or even with or
without frames or even with or without built-in seats that
allow the crew to position themselves in a way not
available to crews in a boat without built-in seats.

The past tradition of the Interlake Class was and ought to
be, if your boat meets that criteria and you win a race…
GOOD SAILING! Or at worst… What a lucky shift!

The current culture of open suspicion of anything that
measures in, but looks different, is far more corrosive
than relying on the plans and specifications to guide us.

That is our choice. As it was the choice of those that
created the Class for us to enjoy. Their choice, wood,
fiberglass, factory built, custom built, home built, all are
equally welcome and nary a word about perceived
advantages.

Our way, … “last winter you built that rudder, and now
all of the sudden you are beating us! It measures in I
suppose but … *****.” Ever hear the phrase, “Poor
Form”?

We deserve better, way better.
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PRSA Spring Regatta
Washington Sailing Marina
Alexandria, Virginia
May 29-30, 2005
By Martin Howell
Fleet #39

The wind gods smiled favorably on this Memorial Day
weekend regatta... perhaps a little too favorably. A field
of 61 boats in seven one-design classes descended upon
Washington Sailing Marina for the annual PRSA Spring
Regatta, including a small but competitive fleet of three
Interlakes.

Competitors left the docks on Saturday with winds in the
10-12 range from the west - the lightest they would be all
day. At the start of the first race, the winds were in the 15-
18 range and building fast. The team of Martin Howell
and Kevin Bracy on #1395 and Bob & Lisa Fleck on #384
rounded the top mark tight together, with Eddie & Amy
Rozier close behind on #700.

Team Fleck was able to extend to a 2-3 boat length lead
on the first reaching leg. At the gybe mark, Team Fleck
executed their heavy air gybe flawlessly, while
Howell/Bracy gave the year-old #1395 its first test of the
floatation tanks. They performed magnificently.

Team Rozier, opting not to fly spinnaker, decided the
wind was too much, and headed back to the marina prior
to the finish.

Team Fleck sailed on to an easy victory, while
Howell/Bracy got #1395 upright, bailed the boat (see
below for more info.), managed to finish and collect a
second for the day.

Meanwhile on the rest of the racecourse, many boats in
other classes had capsized and were not nearly as self-
rescuing as the Interlake. Wind gusts during that race
exceeded 40 mph. With all of the Race Committee chase
boats busy helping boats in distress, the Harbor patrol,
Coast Guard and DC Police boats also came to assist
capsized boats. The Race Committee canceled all

remaining races for the day.

Sunday brought another full supply of wind, but this time
only topping out in the low 20s. Many boats decided to
stay ashore, but those who did choose to sail enjoyed four
great races in strong wind.

Kevin Bracy graciously offered to skipper #700 for Eddie
Rozier who couldn’t make that day’s races; Amy Rozier
remained on as crew.

In Kevin’s absence, I got local Lindenberg 26 owner,
Mike Magee to crew for me on #1395. Team Fleck and
Howell/Magee traded the top spot in the day’s four races,
always finishing within a few boat lengths of each other.
Bracy /Rozier on #700 were always close behind. #1395
was able to win the regatta in the last race of the day.

The regatta concluded with an awards ceremony for all
classes. The Interlakers reconvened later that evening at
the home of Ashley & Martin Howell for a chicken BBQ
dinner to cap off a great holiday weekend of sailing.

Many thanks to all who participated, and in particular to
Kevin Bracy (#1248) who traveled from Ohio to be a part
of the regatta.

And now a word of (humorous) advice to my fellow
Interlake sailors: Always, always, always wrap the day’s
sandwiches in sealable, Ziploc type plastic bags. Plastic
wrap is unacceptable. Upon capsize of an Interlake, the
sandwiches quickly come out of the plastic wrap
packaging; soggy bread fragments and Swiss cheese
immediately find their way to the bailers. The logjam of
Swiss cheese reduces the efficiency of the bailers and
results in a longer time required to suck the water from
the cockpit after a capsize.

Needless to say, #1395 is my third Interlake and the first
with built-in floatation tanks. I can’t say enough good
things about the self-rescuing capabilities of an Interlake
with built-in floatation tanks. The boat floated high in the
water, came upright immediately, and if not for the Swiss
cheese, would have self-bailed quite quickly. Of all the
types of boats that capsized that day, the Interlake was the
quickest to recover, and one of only two boats that did not
require outside assistance.

Place Skipper & Crew Boat
#

Race
1

Race
2

Race
3

Race
4

Race
5 Total

1 Martin Howell, Kevin
Bracy & Mike Magee 1395 2 1 1 2 1 7

2 Bob & Lisa
Fleck 384 1 2 2 1 2 8

3 Eddie Rozier, Kevin
Bracy & Amy Rozier 700 DNF 3 3 3 DNF 17
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A Little History, a Little
Opinion, and Hopefully
Some Perspective
By Mike Muhn
Fleet #1

Recently, I was approached by the Sandusky Maritime
Museum to give a talk on the history of the Interlake. In
preparing for the presentation, it became quite apparent
that the class has experienced quite an evolution
comparing boats sailed in 1935 to those being
manufactured today.

Over the years, there is probably not one Interlaker, dead
or alive, that has not been upset over at least one issue,
presented and subsequently resolved, that now
collectively defines our boat.

Even during the process of conception (1932), our boat
experienced conflicts concerning various subjects. Due to
a tie vote, the issue of an outboard rudder vs. inboard
rudder could not be resolved. Thus, the designer, Francis
Sweisguth, was asked to provide an alternative for both
styles of rudders.

The first boat, Carl Schrenk’s, was built with an outboard
rudder. Early on, Carl and Warren Masden, who owned a
boat with an inboard rudder, sailed a series of races to
determine which rudder was the fastest. Carl won most of
the races and as a result the inboard rudder faded out of
the class. However, as late as 1939, boats were still being
built with inboard rudders.

Ken David, a staunch defender of inboard rudders, won
the 1940 Nationals (a three race series sailed in Sandusky
Bay) sailing boat #66. According to Ken, “Boat #1 was
always fast and she barely measured-in because her keel
had a minimum amount of rocker. The boats with the
maximum rocker were slow. When Fiberglas came in, the
builders were aware of this and controlled the rocker
exactly to take advantage of maximum flatness in their
molds”. Obviously, Ken was not convinced that outboard
rudders were inherently faster than inboard rudders.

You will note that in the previous three paragraphs, no
reference was made to the name “Interlake”. That is
because our founding fathers could not even agree on a
name for the boat. In 1935, the year the first five boats hit
the water, the insignia on the boat was SC2 and the boat
was simply called “The Sandusky Sailor”.

In 1936, Sandusky Sailing Club decided to give up
control of the class. I can only surmise that promoting
growth was the main reason for this decision. Coupled

with this pronouncement was the need to give the boat a
name not necessarily associated with “Sandusky” or
“Sandusky Sailing Club”. The choice of names was
whittled down to two: “Albatross” and “Eries”. Again, a
tie vote resulted and no decision was made.

Soon after, the name Interlake Sailing Class Association -
a slight modification from Inter-Lake Yachting
Association - was adopted by the same body who could
not agree on a new name for the boat. As a result, the
boats became know simply as “Interlakes”.

In the early sixties the class was generating two
publications; “The Mainsheet” & “The Jib Sheet”. In the
March 1963 edition of “The Jib Sheet”, one of the class
publications that later became know as “The Intercom”,
the following article grabbed my attention:

STATUS OF ADJUSTABLE OUTHAUALS AND
DOWNHAULS CLARIFIED
As an aftermath of the motion submitted by Bill
Schroeder (#335) at the Annual November (1961)
Meeting, the question of adjustable outhauls and
downhauls has come under reappraisal. The motion can
be briefly restated: The ISCA specifically prohibits
“adjustment or change be made to outhaul, downhaul (jib
or main), leech cord, mast or standing rigging during a
race”. Two tie votes defeated the motion.

This subject is covered in the Revised Constitution and
By-laws. To remove any doubt as to the interpretation of
the specifications, the ISCA Executive Committee has
rendered the following opinion:

1. That adjustable outhauls and downhauls are permitted
and may be adjusted during the course of a race.

2. Leech cords are allowed.

3. "Zip-R-Luff is a permissible method of attaching the
luff of the jib to the headstay.

4. Zippers, along the foot of the mainsail, capable of
changing the size or draft of the pocket of the mainsail are
prohibited.

The ISCA Executive Committee's comments are
expressed by the present Class President, Jim Funk
(#383):

“In the past several years, many racing Interlakers have
utilized adjustable outhauls and downhauls. At the last
meeting a motion to outlaw these items was defeated.
From past experience, the Executive Committee felt that
these matters should be clarified. (You will find this
subject incorporated in the new specifications”.) Many
Interlakers have wondered if these additions were legal

“A Little History…” continued on next page
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and consequently hesitated to make use of them.

The consensus of opinion is that it takes a highly skilled
sailor to properly manipulate these outhauls. Often the
skipper creates opportunities to make mistakes by over
trimming or under trimming. The “fiddler” (one who
delights in trying something different) will have an
opportunity to experiment. The Interlake Rules are so
inclusive that the running rigging is the only place to
innovate. Experimentation on the lines of the hull, mast,
boom, rudder and centerboard are specifically forbidden.

For the beginner, it is recommended that these
innovations be ignored. He will have his hands full with
the mechanics of racing and following the rules of the
road. For those determined to acquire an adjustable main
outhaul, Customflex markets one that sells for $3.75. A
jib downhaul can be assembled from a junk emergency
brake handle ($1.00 to $3.50) and about $2.50 for a
swedged piece of cable about 8 feet in length.”

When I purchased my first Interlake (#164) back in 1968,
the boat had six “strings” including two halyards,
centerboard pennant, mainsheet, and two jib sheets. The
very first running rigging upgrade was the addition of a
vang, quickly followed by an adjustable main outhaul. My
fourth Interlake (#1242), the boat I have sailed for the last
23 years, is relatively simple by today’s standards with 19
strings. The boats being manufactured today, with double-
ended controls, can easily have up to 35 strings.

Some of the other very contentious issues that have been
discussed and subsequently resolved over the years
include:

• Masts Stepped on Keel vs. Masts Stepped on Deck
• Cotton vs. Nylon vs. Dacron Sails
• Wood vs. Aluminum Masts
• Solid Glass vs. Balsa Core Fiberglas Construction
• Red Insignia vs. Insignia of Contrasting Color
• Steel vs. Aluminum vs. Stainless Steel Center Boards
• Spinnakers vs. No Spinnakers
• Splash Boards vs. No Splash Boards
• Nylon vs. Dynac Spinnakers
• Flush Deck vs. Deck with Molded Seats
• Floor Boards vs. No Floor Boards
• Short Molded Seat Deck vs. Long Molded Seat Deck
• Traveler Rail (Long Molded Seat Deck) vs. Bridle
• Spade Rudder vs. Beaver Tail Rudder
• Spinnaker Launch Tube vs. No Tube
• Jib Furler vs. No Jib Furler
• 7’ (min) vs. 9’ (max) Spinnaker Poles
• Foam Block Flotation vs. Form Filled Tank Flotation
• Close Trunk vs. Cut Down Open Trunk

and of coarse:

• Wooden vs. Fiberglas Boats

Fortunately the words of 1963 ISCA President, Jim Funk
who then stated, “The ‘fiddler’ (one who delights in
trying something different) will have an opportunity to
experiment.” as long as “experimentation on the lines of
the hull, mast, boom, rudder and centerboard are
specifically forbidden” have allowed an almost 75 year
old design to evolve into the boat that Customflex is
building and rigging today.

This past year, three brand new boats have come to Fleet
#1. They are evidence that the Interlake is unquestionably
the best value available for a one-design sailboat in the
17’– 19’ size range.

However, during this evolution, obviously the Interlake
Class has not enjoyed unequivocal support from all
owners. In fact, a number of Interlake owners through the
years have become so agitated over the some of the issues
above, and/or other issues not listed, that the dispute
became catalysis in making a personal decision to move
away from the Interlake. Some moved on to another boat,
or unfortunately out of sailing altogether, searching for
personnel utopia. Others move on simply because they
want to “broaden their horizon” by trying something new.

Guess what? No boat or class has a corner on the market
regarding utopia. In broad terms all class organizations
eventually adopt a philosophy that endorsees either
stagnation or evolution. Unfortunately neither of these
philosophies satisfies everyone. Stagnation as well as
evolution has a price.

Over the last seventy years, in my opinion, the ISCA has
struck a good balance between the two philosophies. This
is evidenced by the fact that on numerous occasions I
have received calls from previous Interlake owners who
are now again looking to get involved with our boat. It’s
fun to say welcome back!

While a lousy back now prevents me from competing at
multi-race regattas, Judy & I still sail a 23-year-old boat,
on occasion competitively, at Sandusky Sailing Club on
Wednesdays and Sundays. There is no doubt that every
boat in our fleet, ranging from #234 to #1400, is
competitive, or could easily be made competitive.
Winning races in an Interlake is all about preparation and
sustained maintenance of mind and body of both skipper
and crew.

Fortunately, in my opinion, the measurement issues being
discussed today are miniscule as compared to most of the
issues listed previously.

For the last 37 years, I personally have been, and continue
to be, very proud of my association with ISCA, and the
boat it represents.
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KEYS TO GEIST – A
Nationals Preview
By Hans Haupt
Fleet 28

Fully aware that I wrote an article like this once before in
1995, I provide you with just the keys of doing well on
this little lake to the North-East of Indianapolis. Should
you desire more detail, please dig up that Spring/Summer
1995 issue of The Intercom. Also, please fax me a copy.
There are some young sailors here in Indianapolis, with
little babies and much curiosity.

You’d do better being an opportunist on the water than
remembering and following all of my local knowledge.
Still, there are a few things worth emphasizing.

I use Maptech mapping software when cruising in the
Florida Keys, and guess what, Maptech published a map
of Geist! ISC’s Bruce Williams doctored it up, so use
your home computer, and travel to URL:
http://www.indianapolissailing.org/isc_race_zones_color.
pdf

You can read this and follow on the map as well.

Locate ISC on the map (upper right-hand corner), and
obtain a general impression of the lake: banana shaped
with two useless legs dangling at one end, mostly oriented
SW to NE, which just happened to be the prevailing wind
conditions. I use the past tense because for the last five
years, the wind has come from all directions, with no
discernable directional preference. Geist shores are
mostly elevated and will affect the wind close to shore.
The Islands affect the wind as well. There is no water
current. Some people talk about shoreline thermals in
drifters, but I wouldn’t count on it. You are always within
reach of land, and mostly within sight of the next mark. In
my opinion, a compass is more of a liability than an asset,
diverting your attention from what’s really important:
responding to wind shifts and considering your next two
or three tacks, plus informing your crew about what you
are considering.

Visualize probable courses given the major wind
directions. This alone will do you good. Nothing
surpasses mental preparation, and the physics on Geist are
the same physics as on your own lake. I will always
remember George Fisher’s words about approaching a
shore: “Three things can happen, and two of them are
bad.”

As some of my contemporary Old Timers will remember,
ISC used to have permanent markers on Geist. They have

since been replaced with imaginary Racing Zones, as
indicated on the map. This is important, as the Race
Committee Boat will post green and red numerals on its
side, indicating the marks of the racecourse and the way
they are supposed to be rounded (or passed). Areas of the
map that are not part of a zone are not raced upon.

Winds in late July can be anywhere from light (3-5
knots), to moderate (5-10 knots), to wonderful (10-16
knots) and to awful (16+ knots), all with equal
probability. Temperatures are usually in the 80s: perfect,
but the humidity can be high: not so perfect.

Inland Sailing also means that winds can jump in an
instant by 30 degrees or so. This can be embarrassing
when you are caught tacking with the Main sheeted down.

If you see white caps (rare), have a refreshment and
observe the spectacle from ashore. It is better to drink
than swim, I say.

Locate the following terrain features, as they affect the
winds in their close vicinity.

First, check out the causeway at the North end of the map
- Racing Area #1. The entire northerly shore from the
dam to this causeway is elevated 20-30 feet, plus there are
tall trees surrounding Better Homes and Gardens. And, to
the East, land gradually lifts to 20 feet, as well. The
causeway acts like a funnel for Northerly/North-Easterly
winds.

If the wind comes from between South-East and South-
West, this is nothing unusual. You’ll have good air
around the leeward mark.

If the wind comes from the East, the East shore is
protecting the water, and approaching #1 as a windward
or jibe mark on a starboard tack along the East shore, you
can obtain very nice lifts into “Holes Of No Air”. In this
situation, it is better stay on the left side of the course, and
do the final approach to #1 on a port tack, assuming a port
rounding.

If the wind comes from the North-East to the North-West,
tack into #1 as the opportunities allow. Frequent tacking,
responding to wind shifts, gains you most from the funnel
effect.

If the wind comes from the West, rounding #1 as a
leeward or jibe mark, expect nice lifts on port tack. Tack
after rounding the mark as soon as is safe and then take
advantage of the gradual lifts as you head back toward the
dam. Ah yes, the dam is located on the South-West end of
the lake.

The two islands in the middle of the lake affect the winds

“Keys to Geist” continued on next page
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as well. There will be no racing South and South-West of
the islands. There will also be no racing between the
islands. Shallow water markers surround the islands at
periodic intervals, indicating that you may experience an
awful grating sound, even sudden stops if not observant.
The Racing Instructions will state that straight lines
between the shallow markers are ‘obstacles’. Of course,
you are allowed to hit an obstacle (the ones that cannot
protest you, to be sure), but you are not allowed to
continue racing inside an obstacle without rounding a
shallow marker, on the course-side, to the next course
mark.

The islands themselves are relatively flat and low, but
they do have 40-50 foot trees affecting the air.

While approaching mark #6 downwind from the West, the
area to the East of the island is protected for at least 300
feet, well beyond the shallow water area. This means that
a direct approach to mark #6 may be calm and leave you
talking loudly. You may also get lucky and leave the
more cautious ones talking loudly.

Approaching mark #6 upwind from the direction of mark
#1 with winds from the South/South-West also leaves you
pondering: Is the direct approach not problematic in the
island’s shadow? It is better to stay to the left, and then
minimize your risk by finally approaching on a port tack.

Skirting along the island’s shallow water markers with
winds anywhere from between South-East to the South-
West on your way to mark #3 or further, will allow you to
sail to windward of your competition without concerns of
being passed to windward and with a nice lift and push as
you pass between the island. But beware of the area close
to the West/South-West portion of the little island. This
area will be dead calm. If you tack off on a short port-tack
hitch, then back, you will get lifted into the mark.

Finally, I will share my last bit of wisdom here. Markers
#2 and #3 are often used as windward markers when
winds are from the North-West to the North. Savvy PROs
locate the marks close to either of two small inlets along
the shore, as again the funnel effect shortens the time to
round a mark and thus helps to keep the protests down.
Approaching them on a starboard tack from the South-
East may leave you getting lifted and lifted without being
able to make the mark. It is better to take an early hit by
taking a short hitch to port than to circle happily like a
moth drawn to candle light.

OK, one last bit, which should be a little more obvious.
With the wind from the South-East, the Race Committee
likes to start halfway between #1 and #2 (no problem),
toward number #7 for a starboard rounding (almost no
problem) toward #6 (big problem). Drifting toward the
South shore to protect your wind will leave you in the

shadow of the shore, and you will be passed to leeward by
those sailing at first deep, then coming up to round #6.
Tant Pis, shrug the French.

A Quick Overview of the
Significant Rule
Changes in the 2005-
2008 Racing Rules of
Sailing
The following is a list of the significant changes in the
2005-2008 edition of The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS).
These are changes from the 2001-2004 edition of the
RRS. NOTE: These brief summaries are not intended to
be actual representations of the rules; nor is this a
complete list of all the changes in the 2005-2008 RRS.

Portions of this document are excerpted from Dave
Perry's 'Understanding the Racing Rules of Sailing
Through 2008' available from US SAILING by calling 1-
800-US-SAIL-1 or ordering on-line from:
http://www.ussailing.org.

Preamble to Part 2 (When Boats Meet): The preamble
now clarifies that when a racing boat meets a boat having
no intention of racing, the racing boat is required to
comply with the International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea (IRPCAS) or government right-of-way
rules, or risk disqualification. However, only the Race or
Protest Committee can protest the racing boat.

Rule 14 (Avoiding Contact): The rule clarifies that a
right-of-way boat that breaks rule 14 can be penalized
when the contact causes injury to a person.

Rule 16.2 (Changing Course): This rule now applies only
when P is keeping clear by passing astern of S. If P is
crossing ahead of S (upwind or downwind), S may change
course and make P "immediately" change course to
continue keeping clear provided P can do so in a
"seamanlike" way.

Rule 19.1 (Room to Tack at an Obstruction): Now, a boat
that hails for room to tack when it does not need to make
a substantial course change to safely avoid the obstruction
breaks rule 19.1. The boat being hailed must still respond
to the hail, but she can now protest under rule 19.1 when
she thinks the hail was unfounded.

Rule Change Overview continued on next page
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back down to close-hauled.

Rule 44 (Penalties for Breaking Rules of Part 2): A boat
no longer needs to do a complete 720 degree turn to take a
penalty for possibly breaking a rule. Once a boat has done
two turns in the same direction, that includes two tacks
and two gybes, it may continue in the race; this is now
called a Two-Turns Penalty (rule 44.2). Note that a boat
that may have broken a rule and in the incident has caused
injury (to anyone, including her own crew) must now
retire from the race; she is not entitled to do a Two-Turns
Penalty (rule 44.1).

Rule 60 (Right to Protest; Right to Request Redress or
Rule 69 Action): Rules 60.2 and 60.3 state that the Race
or Protest Committee cannot protest a boat based on
information learned in a request for redress, though the
Protest Committee can always protest a boat if it learns
(in any way) that a boat was involved in an incident that
may have resulted in injury or serious damage.

Rule 61.1(a)(3) (Protest Requirements): In an incident in
which it is obvious to the boats involved that there was
damage or injury, the boats involved do not need to say
"Protest" or fly a Protest flag to protest; they simply have
to inform the other of their intent to protest within the
time limit for lodging a protest.

Rule 62.1(a) (Redress): The actions or omissions of the
organizing authority can now be the subject of a redress
request.

Rule 63.7 (Conflict between Rules): this new rule
instructs Protest Committees to resolve a conflict between
a Notice of Race and a Sailing Instruction in the way
which provides the fairest result for all boats affected.

Rule 69.1(b)(2) (Allegations of Gross Misconduct; Action
by a Protest Committee): If the Protest Committee decides
to remove the boat from a race or races, it "disqualifies"
the boat; and furthermore a disqualification under this rule
is now non-discardable.

Rule 75.3 (a US prescription to rule 75, Entering a Race):
The organizing authority can no longer require a
competitor to assume any liabilities of the organizing
authority, Race Committee, Protest Committee, host club,
sponsors, or any other organization or official involved
with the event (commonly referred to as an
'indemnification' or 'hold harmless' agreement).

Rule 86 (Changes to the Racing Rules): Note that rule 42
(Propulsion) cannot be changed by prescriptions or by
Sailing Instructions (rule 86.1(a) and 86.1(b)); but it still
can be changed by class rules (86.1(c)).

Rule 25 (Notice of Race, Sailing Instructions and
Signals): Now it is mandatory that the Notice of Race, as
well as the Sailing Instructions, be made available to each
boat before a race.

Rule 30.1 (Round-an-End Rule) as well as rule 26
(Starting Races) and Race Signals mean that the I flag,
when used, is flown as a preparatory signal (i.e. it cannot
be flown before a preparatory signal). The same is true for
the Z flag (rule 30.2, 20% Penalty Rule) and the Black
flag (rule 30.3, Black Flag Rule).

Rule 30.3 (Black Flag Rule): Now if the Race Committee
intends to disqualify a boat for breaking rule 30.3 and
there is a general recall, the Race Committee must display
her sail number *before* the next warning signal for that
race. The same is true if the race is abandoned after the
starting signal.

Rule 31.2 (Touching a Mark): Once a boat that has
touched a mark has done one turn that includes a tack and
a gybe (in either order), it may continue in the race; i.e., it
does not need to do a complete 360 degree turn.

Rule 32.2 (Shortening or Abandoning After the Start):
Now the Race Committee can shorten a race at a gate (the
finishing line is between the gate marks), or at a line boats
are required to cross at the end of each lap.

Rule 33(a)(2) (Changing the Next Leg of the Course):
Now instead of displaying the new compass bearing when
changing a mark, the Race Committee may use a green
triangular flag or board for a change to starboard, or a red
rectangular flag or board for a change to port (think
of channel marker shapes and colors).

Rule 40.2 (Personal Buoyancy; Harness): As of January 1,
2006, trapeze and hiking harnesses must have a device
that allows competitors to quickly release themselves
from the boat at any time while in use.

Rule 41 (Outside Help): Rule 41 now "legalizes" many
things that were common occurrences in the past, such as
listening to a weather radio during a race or having the
Race Committee hail your sail number 30 seconds before
the starting signal when the "Round-an-End" rule was in
effect, or someone remind you which way to round a
mark or point out seaweed on your rudder during a race.

Rule 42 (Propulsion): "Sculling" has been redefined to
include repeated "forceful" movement of the helm,
regardless of its effect. Furthermore, any repeated helm
movement that propels the boat forward is also "sculling."
"Sculling" is now permitted when a boat is above close-
hauled and has little steerageway and is trying to turn

Rule Change Overview continued on next page
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Rule 88.2(a) (Notice of Race; Appointment of Race
Officials): Rule 88.2(a) now clarifies that the Notice of
Race may be changed, provided adequate notice is given.

Rule 89.3 (Scoring): Now the default scoring system is
the Low-Point System.

Appendix F (Appeals Procedures): All appeals of Protest
Committee decisions in the U.S. are now to be sent
directly to US SAILING, which in turn will forward them
to the appropriate association appeals committee.

KB MARINE
KB Marine would like to
service all your sailing
needs.  Low pricing
guaranteed.  Whatever
your needs are – rigging,
hardware, carbon fiber
poles, compasses, North
Sails – you name it,
we’ve got it.  Call Brad
Balmert today at 440-
282-4079 or e-mail
kb1384@centurytel.net.
Website coming………

Generations
By Scott Savage
Fleet #23

I am writing this article while traveling the Pennsylvania
Turnpike, returning home from our Midwinters regatta.
During the drive, I have had some time to reflect on what
our class is and what it means to me.

Those who made the trip were treated to some of the best
the ISCA has to offer. Our 2004 National Champion, Skip
Dieball, was tuning boats, giving lectures and sharing his
knowledge and ideas with anyone willing to ask. We also
had our builder, Terry Kilpatrick, delivering, repairing,
and helping members with there winter projects so they
could make the starting line on time. The local fleet
members made sure that all out-of-towners were well
taken care of. The regatta consisted of seven races and
some great competition. Our own ISCA President out
gunned us all and took home the big hardware.

Congratulations Hank.

But, what keeps crossing my mind were the people that
weren’t there to sail at all. Out on the course was a
spectator boat with the people that I am talking about.
Denny Dieball, Gary and Jan Savage and Terry Kilpatrick
manned the cockpit of Pat Williams’s big boat and
followed the fleet around the course. Three life-long
Interlakers were supporting the next generation out on the
water.

I know what you are thinking, Terry didn’t have kids out
there. I beg to differ. He supports all 1401 boats just like
his kids, every chance he gets.

One of the Interlake’s biggest assets is the “family” that
surrounds the boat and class. I looked around at the
awards ceremony and could not help but notice the long
time friends that make up the fabric of our class. Some of
these folks have been my weekend adversaries for as long
as I can remember.

For me personally, I had great time. It is not often that all
five Savage brothers are on the water fighting it out with
the Dieball, Gall and Boissoneault boys just like we have
for the last 25 years.

I look forward to the day when I get to watch Claire and
Matt sail with all the other second and third generation
Interlakers. I think I know why George Fisher smiles like
he does when he gets to sail with his kids and grandkids.

“Generations”.

I will see you all on the circuit. Get out and sail.

Deadline
The Deadline for the Next Intercom

is Friday,
August 12, 2005

Please send any articles and photos to:

Ron Gall
2022 Glencove Dr.
Toledo, OH  43609

(419) 382-6998
ron.gall@dana.com
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Facts:
17 boats travelled 1000 miles or more.
8 boats travelled 200 miles or more.
2 boats travelled more than 3000 miles.
60 boats travelled to events away from their home club.
Ron Gall attended the most events (13) and logged the most miles (3588).
Ashley & Martin Howell had the highest average miles per event (580.4).
Collectively, ISCA sailors travelled 53,246 miles in 2004 .
In July, 2004 the national average gas price was $1.917 per gallon.  Assuming an average of 20 mpg,
     ISCA members contributed $5,104 to the US economy on gasoline purchases for regatta travel.

2004 – Top 20 Traveling Interlakers
Place Name Hull # Events

attended
Miles
logged

Miles per
event

1 Ron Gall 1325 13 3588 276.0
2 Doug Koenig 1381 7 3026 432.3
3 Don & Jane Wilson 1374 7 2988 426.9
4 Kevin Bracy 1248 9 2922 324.7
5 Ashley & Martin Howell 1395 5 2902 580.4
6 Scott Savage 1340 6 2274 379.0
7 Brad Balmert 1384 7 2052 293.1
8 Ann Taylor & Jack Coleman 1269 8 2010 251.3
9 Jamie Jones 1267 9 1926 214.0

10 Hank & Kelly Boissoneault 1382 6 1898 316.3
11 Jim Boucher 1178 7 1834 262.0
12 Scott Graham 1280 6 1640 273.3
13 Bob & Betsy Bradley 1332 8 1612 201.5
14 Clark Chapin 1317 5 1390 278.0
15 Alan Freeland 1305 7 1226 175.1
16 Steve & Lisa Aspery 1335 4 1182 295.5
17 Team Savage (Gary and A.J.) 681 4 1008 252.0
18 Skip Dieball 1399 5 996 199.2
19 Doug Savage 1153 4 990 247.5
20 Matt Blecke 203 2 976 488

Advertising Rates

1/4 Page 3-3/8 X 4-3/4…….$15.00/issue
1/3 Page 3-3/16 X 6-3/4…...$25.00/issue
1/2 Page 4-3/4 X 6-3/4…….$30.00/issue
2/3 Page 6-3/8 X 6-3/4…….$45.00/issue
Full Page 6-3/4 X 9-1/2…...$60.00/issue

Contact Ron Gall, the Intercom Editor,
for further details.
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Interlake Midwinter
Championships
Potomac River Sailing Association
Alexandria, Virginia
March 19-20, 2005
By Martin Howell
Fleet #39

The weather gods smiled upon us again for the 2005
rendition of the Interlake Midwinter Championship
Regatta. Hosted by Fleet 39, 14 teams of Interlake sailors
were treated to a weekend of fair winds and moderate
temperatures.

In the week leading up to the event, the forecast wasn't
looking spectacular and a few boats dropped out because
of that. However, we were treated with spring-like
temperatures in the 50s and winds in the light-to-medium
range.

The event began on Friday evening with a Kick-Off Party
put on by members of Fleet 39 at the home of Ashley and
Martin Howell. This was a great opportunity for everyone
to not only kick-off the event, but also the 2005 Interlake
sailing season.

While everyone filled up on an array of food and
beverage, Skip Dieball of North Sails One Design Toledo
gave an outstanding 'go-fast' presentation using on-the-
water video footage captured earlier in the day. The video
showed Team Savage on #1153 and Team Howell on
#1395 sailing together in a range of conditions and
experimenting with crew weight placement, sail trim,
etc... Everyone, who watched the presentation, was able

to take something away from it, to help them go faster
over the next two days of racing.

On Saturday morning we got off to a good start and
completed two races in northerly winds. From the very
first race, it was evident that three boats were competing
for the top spot: Scott and Rick Savage on #1340; Hank
Boissoneault and Jim "Crunk Juice" Crawford on #1382;
and Skip Dieball and Dan Synowiec on the fresh-from-
the-mold #1401. Team Boissoneault came on strong and
won the first race in convincing fashion. These three
teams would trade the top three positions in each race for
the remainder of the regatta.

After a lunch break, three more races were sailed in winds
that had switched to the SSE. Again, the same three boats
were consistently in the hunt for first place. Back with the
"common folk", Jim Ward (#466), Scott Graham (#1280),
A.J. and Tim Savage (#681), Bob and Lisa Fleck (#384),
Ron Gall (#1325) and Doug and Liz Savage (#1153) were
all sailing fast. At the end of the day, Dieball and
Boissoneault were tied for the top spot, with Scott Savage
close behind.

For Sunday's races, we went up to the north racing area
where there is deeper water and more room to set a long
race course. Two fantastic races were completed before
the breeze faded away. The usual suspects were at the
front of the fleet; but from my point of view there was
some noticeable improvement for those of us in the back
of the fleet. Pat Williams/Hank Messick/Ron Gagne
(#443) continue to demonstrate steady improvement in
boat speed and crew work and are moving up fast. Kevin
Bracy (#1248) sailing with local sailor Mike Magee let
everyone know that he's sailing fast this year and intends
to collect some silver in 2005. And the local husband/wife
team of Eddie and Amy Rozier (#700) had a good
weekend, and are definitely going to be a concern

Place Boat # Skipper &Crew Hometown Points
1 1382 Hank Boissoneault & Jim Crawford Sandusky, OH 9
2 1401 Skip Dieball & Dan Synoweic Toledo, OH 10
3 1340 Scott Savage & Rick Savage Columbus, OH 15
4 681 AJ Savage & Tim Savage Columbus, OH/Philadelphia, PA 28
5 1153 Doug Savage & Elizabeth Beckman Alexandria, VA 35
6 1325 Ron Gall & Mike Horvath Toledo, OH 39
7 384 Bob & Lisa Fleck Alexandria, VA 40
8 1280 Scott Graham & Mark Ostler Columbus, OH 49
9 1395 Martin & Ashley Howell & Jeremy Freeman Alexandria, VA 49

10 466 Jim Ward, Kim Krueger & Kirsten Mueller Lakewood, OH 54
11 700 Eddie & Amy Rozier Alexandria, VA 57
12 1248 Kevin Bracy & Mike Magee Cleveland, OH/Alexandria, VA 61
13 443 Hank Messick, Pat Williams & Ron Gagne Manassas, VA 69
14 1048 John Hooper & Chris Hooper Howell, NJ 82

Midwinters article continued on next page
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amongst the other Fleet 39 sailors in the 2005 local sailing
season.

It came down to the final race to determine the 2005
Midwinter Champion. In race 5 it was between Team
Boissoneault and Team Dieball to win the regatta. Hank
Boissoneault and Jim Crawford sailed a masterful final
race and were able to win. Hank and Jim not only won the
final race but also managed to keep a boat between them
and team Dieball to win the regatta by a single point.

The Savage family made this event a bit of a family
reunion with all five sons competing, while mom, dad and
two grandsons were spectators. The various Savage boats
finished 3-4-5, with Scott and Rick (#1340) claiming
bragging rights amongst their kin, followed by A.J. and
Tim (#681) and then Doug and wife Liz Beckman
(#1153).

For the folks in Fleet 39, this was a bit of a nostalgic
weekend. For several years now, John Hooper (#1048)
has been an active part of our fleet…. active in the sense
that he never misses a party. John's permanent address is
in New Jersey, but he works at the Pentagon during the
week. He has been designated "The Phantom Interlaker"

because none of us have ever seen his boat. But this
year’s Midwinters was the event that finally got him to
actually sail with us on his own boat. His son, Chris,
trailed the boat down from New Jersey on Friday evening.
John and Chris had a blast sailing in Saturday's races; the
only boat with a full centerboard trunk, and the only boat
without a spinnaker. Even with a stranglehold on last
place, John and Chris were extremely excited on Saturday
evening, asking a lot of questions about how to go faster.
Chris got called back to the Coast Guard Academy earlier
than expected, so he headed north with the boat in tow,
and Team Hooper was unable to compete in Sunday's
races. I've given them an old spinnaker, Chris is in the
process of re-rigging the boat, and a centerboard trunk
cutdown is in the works. They're looking forward to the
next regatta, and so is the rest of our fleet.

Fleet 39 would like to extend a big thanks to Customflex,
Inc., North Sails One Design Toledo, SpinSheet,
Annapolis Performance Sailing, West Marine, US
SAILING, and Guest Services/Washington Sailing
Marina for helping to support this event. Also, a big
thanks to members of Lightning Fleet #50 and members
of Dangerfield Island Sailing Club for helping run the
Race Committee.

Joe Richter

Midwinters photos continued on next page
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2005 Midwinters Photos
Upper Left: Hank Boissoneault rides out an unexpected puff
Upper Right: Eddie & Amy Rozier rounding the weather mark
Center: Skip Dieball eyeing the competition
Lower Left: Eddie & Amy Rozier downwind with their full chute
Lower Right: Martin & Ashley Howell rounding the weather mark

… Photos by Jeff Storck
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New Rules, Reform, and
Awards at US SAILING
Spring Meeting
Controversy in Newport
By Clark Chapin
ISCA US SAILING Representative

Over 150 sailors from all across the United States
gathered in Newport, Rhode Island April 1-3, for the US
SAILING Spring Meeting.

Clark Chapin represented the ISCA at the meetings of the
One-Design Class Council and served as Secretary to the
Inshore Committee. ISCA Honorary Member George
Fisher of Columbus represented the Lightning Class on
the Executive Committee of the ODCC and assisted the
Bylaw Committee in drafting of bylaws for the new
organization.

New Rules
On Thursday, the Rules Committee and Dave Perry
presented a three-hour seminar on the changes to the
racing rules for 2005. There was lively discussion,
particularly on the new rule 16.2 and the definitions of
“keeping clear” and “room”.

US SAILING Reorganization
Once again, the most contentious
issue of the meeting was the issue of
reorganization of US SAILING.
Spearheaded by US SAILING VP
and Ohio Thistle sailor Tom Hubbell
and Past President Dave Rosekrans of
Cincinnati, the proposed organization
would abolish the 52 member
constituent-based Board of Directors in favor of a 12-15
member Board whose members would be selected for
ability and experience rather than geographic area or type
of sailing.

There was near unanimous agreement that the current
Board is too large and unwieldy, but the proposed
structure met significant resistance on two fronts: The loss
of direct representation on the Board, primarily by
Regional Sailing Associations (RSAs); and fear of misuse
of the direct election system.

Drafts of the new bylaws were hotly debated in the
various committees and councils and underwent
significant changes to promote compromise.

In a contentious debate on Sunday, the Board agreed to
proceed with presenting the change to the membership for

a vote at the Annual Meeting in October. In an additional vote,
the Board initiated a second bylaw change requiring that any
Bylaw change pass by a two-thirds majority, rather than a
simple majority.

If the proposed Bylaws are approved in October, all
US SAILING members will be able to vote for the members of
the Board of Directors. The One-Design Class Council and
RSAs will elect members of the House of Delegates.

Olympic Plans
The Olympic Sailing Committee has shifted its focus from
Athens to Qin Dao on the Yellow Sea where the 2008 Olympic
Regatta will be held and beyond. Incoming Chair Dean
Brenner has placed a new focus on improving funding for both
this quadrienium and beyond, including an endowment. On
Friday, the Board heard a short presentation from Gary Jobson,
healthy at last after a prolonged battle against lymphoma, on
the health and future of the sport. He believes that in the U.S.
we need new heroes to build awareness of the sport and that
those heroes should come from the Olympics rather than from
the Americas Cup or other very professionalized events. He
also recommended support for clubs, who provide the venues
for sailing; and for sailing in the Olympic classes as a natural
avenue for collegiate sailors after graduation.

Awards
On Friday April 1, Jerelyn Biehl became the latest recipient of
the CREW Award for her tireless enthusiasm, friendly
demeanor, and relations with both other volunteers and the US
SAILING Staff.

At Saturday night’s banquet, Jerelyn
herself, as Chair of the One-Design
Class Council, presented the 2005 One-
Design Awards:

Service: Harry Carpenter, for his
dedication and hard work in supporting

several US SAILING Championships.

Leadership: The late Russell Hoyt, for his long-standing
energy and efforts to almost singlehandedly build the Shields
fleet in Newport. He personally purchased 17 boats from
elsewhere in the United States (some from as far away as
Texas), transported them to Newport, and resold them. The
award was accepted by Hoyt’s son.

Regatta: Bellport Bay Yacht Club, for successfully hosting the
2004 Optimist Nationals and 420 Optimists sailors. A total of
56 races were started among the eight fleets and over 5,000
finishes were recorded.

Club Award: Bay Waveland Yacht Club in Bay St. Louis,
Missouri for their commitment to one-design sailing. In 2004
the Club hosted the Mississippi Optimist Championship,
Flying Scot Gulf Districts, US Sunfish Gulf Coast Regional
Championship, and the GYA Junior Championship.

Drafts of the new bylaws
were hotly debated in the
various committees and
councils

US SAILING Report continued on next page
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Annual Meeting in October 2005
The US SAILING Annual Meeting will be held October
19-23, in Scottsdale, Arizona.

The Spring Meeting in 2006 will be in Chicago and the
2006 Annual Meeting will be back in Newport to
minimize the staff budget necessary to support the
meeting.

Join Us In Sunny Indianapolis For This Year’s
Interlake Nationals.

Registration & measurement, as well as the Women’s and
Junior portions will be on July 27. The Champion &
Challenger Divisions will compete on July 28-30.
See: http://www.indianapolissailing.org/interlake_natls/
for more information.
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2005 Interlake
Founder’s Cup Sees
New Twist
By Bob Sagan
Co-founder of Founder’s Cup

Founder’s Cup Purpose: “To foster friendly
competition between fleets as well as to remember and
give recognition to those who formed the ISCA.”

For 2005, the Founder’s Cup hits the road. In the spirit of
the cup, the current champions, Hoover Sailing Club,
have decided that the Cup needs to be competed for
outside of the Columbus area. This fleet competition will
be held in Traverse City at the Grand Traverse Yacht
Club on August 20-21 in conjunction with the Interlake
“Great White Northern Championships.”

Both Hoover and Leatherlips Yacht Club have had a lock
on the Founder’s Cup since its inception in 1998. They
have developed a great rivalry and been excellent
ambassadors of the cup. Yet, most of the ISCA is at best
only vaguely aware of the Founder’s Cup existence, much
less its format. So please check this summary out.

First of all, note that the scoring is completely stacked
against the defender. And, it is an increasing handicap.
This makes the Cup always vulnerable. There is one
penalty, the participation penalty, that the defenders can

waive. To do so they need to move the competition for the
Founder’s Cup to another venue. This is the option that
Hoover has chosen. They will still loose any tiebreakers,
and they will have to take their fleet on the road
(something they regularly do), and it will expose the Cup
to much more of the ISCA.

Scoring:
1st score: Participation - Largest fleet 1pt, second largest
2pt…4th largest and all other fleets and defender. (Note:
Defender adds 1pt for each consecutive successful
defense.)

2nd score: Combined score of best two boats from same
club in race one.

3rd score: Combined score of best two boats from same
club in race two. (Do not need be the same boats as race
one.)

No races need be sailed!!! If racing is cancelled then the
participation score decides it all. In other words: the fleet
that wins the party!

Tiebreakers go to those fleets who have had the longest
time since winning the Founder’s Cup. Tiebreakers are
designed to keep the Cup vulnerable and moving from
fleet-to-fleet.

Gather some sailors from your home club and learn what
the Columbus clubs already know. Share in this fun event.
In the sharing you will make it better. As Mohican
Interlaker Stewart Fitz Gibbon put so well, “Come and
participate…we’ll find something less important for you
to do later.”

Traverse City in August will have water temperatures in
the upper 70s, with an 8-11 knot seabreeze. At club
camping, and no weeds! Questions? Directions?

Contact Bob Sagan at myabobsagan@earthlink.net or
231.929.3555 with any questions.

ISCA MEMBER/BUILDER
COMMITTEE

Created by the Executive Committee to promote
a positive relationship with Customflex and
assist members in resolving difficulties with
service and parts. Members should contact one
of the committee members for assistance.

Scott Savage – (614) 889-7729
Steve Wiseman – (734) 663-3217

Bob Bradley – (734) 243-0974
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ISCA Fleet Captain’s Meeting
Saturday, February 12, 2005 9 am
Astro Lanes, Wapakoneta, Ohio
I. CALL TO ORDER
Vice President Kevin Bracy called the meeting to order at 9:10
am. A quorum (at least 50%) of the voting members was
present:

Hank Boissoneault (Pres)
Doug Koenig (MI-VP)
Kevin Bracy (VP)
Clark Chapin (Chief Meas)
Jamie Jones (Sec/Treas)
Don Wilson (Past Pres)
Martin Howell (IN-East Coast-VP)
Alan Freeland (S. OH-VP)

Ron Gall (Intercom)
Brad Balmert (N. OH-VP)

Non Voting Members present: Terry Kilpatrick (Builder), Tom
Eisert (HSC Fleet Captain), Mike Zuiloff (SSC Fleet Captain),
Kathy LaValley, Rich Wismer (LSYC Fleet Captain), Jeff
Clark, Bryan Sarber (ISC Fleet Captain), John Nagle (ISC),
Kevin Kyle (PCYC Fleet Captain), Darwin Steele (PLYC Fleet
Captain), Steve Schewe (PYC Fleet Captain), Scott Savage,
Steve Aspery and Matt Blecke (JRSC Fleet Captain)

After a brief round of introductions, several Executive
Committee Members submitted reports.

Executive Committee Reports:
Webmaster Jeff Clark reported that the CAD plans are online
and ready for download. He will post the 2005 Traveler’s Series
NOR and schedule after it has been set this afternoon. A request

2005 Chiefs Regatta Results

Place Skipper Club Boat # Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Total
1 Scott Savage LYC 1340 1 2 4 7
2 Bob Bradley JRSC 1332 7 3 3 13
3 Hank Boissoneault SSC 1382 4 9 1 14
4 Carolyn Tanner LYC 1240 5 1 8 14
5 George Fisher HSC 1401 3 4 9 16
6 Jamie Jones HSC 1267 12 6 2 20
7 Brad Balmert LSYC 1384 8 5 7 20
8 Jeff Clark HSC 1370 2 10 10 22
9 Tim Boucher LYC 757 6 11 6 23

10 Ron Gall JRSC 1325 9 12 14 35
11 Don Wilson ISC 1374 10 7 19 36
12 Doug Savage PRSA 1153 16 16 5 37
13 Clark Chapin PYC 1317 14 13 15 42
14 Bob Sagan GTYC 628 11 15 20 46
15 Alan Freeland HSC 1305 13 22 12 47
16 Richard Blake HSC 1133 19 8 21 48
17 Scott Marriott JRSC 1268 17 14 18 49
18 John Dunham LYC 1291 20 19 11 50
19 AJ Savage LYC 681 15 20 17 52
20 Kevin Bracy SSC 1395 18 18 23 59
21 Jack Coleman PYC 1269 23 23 16 62
22 Jim Boucher LYC 1178 21 17 DNS 66
23 Michael Mirarchi LYC 938 DNF 26 13 67
24 Scott Graham LYC 1280 22 21 24 67
25 Mark Ostler LYC 979 24 25 22 71
26 Joe Vicini ISC 1360 25 24 25 74
27 Dave White LYC 878 DNS DNS DNS 84

Chiefs Regatta
Leatherlips Yacht Club
Powell, Ohio
April 30 - May 1, 2005

Meeting Minutes continued on next page
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training sessions.

Kevin Kyle (PCYC) reported that they would be starting a
Wednesday night racing series.

Rich Wismer (LSYC) reported that they have 13 members,
sending 3 to the Haphazard and 9 to their home regatta. Kevin
Bracy thanked the members of LSYC for staffing the booth at
the Cleveland Boat Show.

ASI was not present, but Clark Chapin presented their report.
They currently have 16 boats and plan on sending a team to
Nationals.

Scott Savage (LYC) reported in their Fleet Captain’s absence.
They have 22 boats, race on Sundays and are planning two
events this season. April 23 will be the ISCA racing seminar,
and April 30-May 1 will be the Chief’s regatta and Annual
Membership meeting.

Darwin Steele (PLYC) reported that they have eight boats in
their fleet.

Martin Blecke (JRSC) submitted a written fleet report for Jolly
Roger Sailing Club, which is attached to the permanent copy of
these minutes. Matt reported on the Cattail, fleet activities and
two new boat owners in their fleet for 2004.

Mike Zuiloff (SSC) reported that they currently have 35 boats at
Sandusky Sailing Club, with an average of 12 on the line for
Wednesday night racing.

Other Reports:
Hank solicited ideas for fleet and class building from the Fleet
Captains. Among some of the ideas was to try to become the Jr
Bay Week boat for Sears Cup, Collegiate marketing programs,
and increased promotion through local and national sailing
magazines.

The idea of hosting the Championship of Champions regatta in
Sandusky in 2007 was brought forward. Hank will discuss this
issue with the membership at the General Meeting at LYC in
May to see how willing people would be to loaning their boats
for the event. We would need 20 evenly matched boats. New
sails will be provided by North Sails, with those sails available
to purchase at discount after the regatta.

Upon motion from Jamie Jones and second from Kevin Bracy,
the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am.

Meeting Minutes continued on next page

was made to archive results from previous season’s regattas
online. Jeff will look into that.

Builder Terry Kilpatrick reported that he built 8 boats in 2004
and 2003. He has orders for 3 so far this season and has
delivered 1 already in 2005. He has built 4 new decks so far this
season. Price increases are coming, due to and increase in the
cost of resin and fiberglass.

Don Wilson reported on the 2005 Nationals, which will be held
in Indianapolis July 27-30. He will post the NOR and entry form
online after the NRC meeting this afternoon.

Traveler’s Series Regatta Dates:

Midwinter’s Championship, PRSA: March 19-20 **
Chief’s, LYC: April 30 - May 1
PRSA Spring Regatta: May 28-29
Cattail, JRSC: June 4
Interlake Stakes, HSC: June 18-19
Sandusky One Design Regatta, SSC: June 25
Indian Lake: July 9-10 **
ISCA Nationals, ISC: July 27-30 **
I-LYA Bay Week: August 1-4
Spitzer Cup, LSYC: August 6-7 **
VBC One Design Regatta: August 13
Great White Northern (also Founder’s Cup), GTYC: August 20-
21 **
Green Can Distance Race, PCYC: August 27
Haphazard, MSC: September 10-11
Hot-to-Trot, PYC: September 17-18
Clark Lake: September 24-25
SMSA Fall Invitational: September 24-25 **
Snow Flurries, PCYC: October 1
Poltergeist, ISC: October 1-2
Fall Blowout, NCYC: October 15

Jamie Jones and Alan Freeland reported on the planning
progress for 2006 Nationals, to be held at Hoover.

Midwinter’s 2006 plans are in the works. The Executive
Committee is currently looking for an alternate host for 2006,
and have contacted Lake Norman Yacht Club. They have
declined our request to host our regatta in 2006.

Fleet Reports:
Martin Howell submitted a written fleet report for the Mid-
Atlantic fleets, which is attached to the permanent copy of these
minutes. They have 13 boats and are traveling to many out of
town regattas.

Bryan Sarber (ISC) reported that they have 24 members, 18
racers and are actively planning Nationals.

Tom Eisert (HSC) reported that they have 35 members with 21
boats attending their summer regatta. They hosted a moonlight
sailing event, Interlake Boot Camp and provided 10 Interlakes
for their Club Championships. Tom also surveyed the fleet with
regards to the current measurement issues, and reported his
findings to the Executive Committee.

Steve Schewe (PYC) submitted a written fleet report for Portage
Yacht Club, which is attached to the permanent copy of these
minutes. They have 16 members and are planning several

ISCA Executive Committee Meeting
Saturday, February 12, 2005 12PM
Astro Lanes, Wapakoneta, Ohio

I. CALL TO ORDER
President Hank Boissoneault called the meeting to order at
12:05 PM.  A quorum (at least 50%) of the voting members was
present:

Hank Boissoneault (Pres)
Doug Koenig (MI-VP)
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C. Northern Ohio
Regional VP Brad Balmert added Vermillion’s regatta to the
Traveler’s Series and chose LSYC as their double star. An ad-
hoc committee of Brad, Steve Aspery and Don Wilson will
examine how we score the Traveler’s Series and come up with a
weighted scoring system.

D. Indiana/East Coast
Regional VP Martin Howell chose Solomon’s Island as their
double star.

E. Traveler’s Series NOR
A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to
accept the Traveler’s Series schedule as written.

IV. ITEMS for DISCUSSION
A. Measurement Issues
Chief Measurer Clark Chapin presented the Executive
Committee with a written copy of his report, which is attached
to the permanent copy of these minutes and will be published in
a future issue of the Intercom. He outlined four issues facing the
Class at this time:

1: Rudder Materials: Foam Cored rudders will not be allowed,
per the specifications. A motion was made, seconded and passed
8-2 for the Measurement Committee to present a specification
change for foil shape, weight, approved builder and accepted
materials. A motion was made and seconded to remove the
material note from the official plans. That motion failed 1-9.

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to
include the rudder material note from official plans to the
specifications and remove the note from the plans.

2: Deck/Cockpit opening: Clark reopened the discussion about
the deck opening measurer’s interpretation from the previous
meeting due to further discussion with the Measurement
Committee and the presence of a full quorum.

A motion was made, seconded and passed 6-4 to accept the
previous Chief Measurer’s interpretation as written: Material
and/or static equipment which is affixed to the deck during
racing is part of the deck for purposes of Specifications Article
III, Section 9. Deck Requirements.

3: Hull Flatness: A motion was made, seconded and passed
unanimously to draft a hull flatness specification for mail ballot
due back to the Secretary no later than July 1.

4: Centerboard Pivot Bolt Position: The Measurement
Committee will draft a specification regarding the centerboard
pivot bolt position within the month.

Upon motion from Jamie Jones and second from Kevin Bracy,
the meeting was adjourned at 3:25 pm.

Meeting Minutes continued on next page

Kevin Bracy (VP)
Clark Chapin (Chief Meas)
Jamie Jones (Sec’y/Treas)
Don Wilson (Past Pres)
Martin Howell (IN-East Coast-VP)
Alan Freeland (S. OH-VP)
Ron Gall (Intercom)
Brad Balmert (N. OH-VP)

Non Voting Members present: Terry Kilpatrick (Builder), Tom
Eisert (HSC Fleet Captain), Mike Zuiloff (SSC Fleet Captain),
Kathy LaValley (LSYC)

II. REPORTS
A. Secretary-Treasurer
Membership: Active: 22 Money: Checking:$3557

Associate: 3 Savings:   $8882
FYF: 16
Honorary: 6
TOTAL: 47

Intercom Advertising will be billed by the Treasurer. He will get
invoices in the mail to those advertising in the Intercom in 2004
by March 1.

Budget: A preliminary budget for 2005 was presented by the
Treasurer. Concerns arose about the possibility of operating in
the negative again in 2005. A motion was made, seconded and
passed unanimously to charge Nationals 2005, Midwinter’s
2006 and Nationals 2006 a “user’s fee” of $10 per boat in
attendance.

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to
accept the 2005 budget with the adjustments. The Treasurer will
submit a copy with the necessary adjustments to the Executive
Committee by March 1, 2005.

B. Intercom
Ron reported that he will publish 4 issues of the Intercom this
season. The deadline for the next issue is March 25.

C. Webmaster
The official CAD plans are posted on the website.

D. Chief Measurer
A nomination was made, seconded and passed 8-1 electing Mike
Zuiloff to the Measurement Committee.

E. Builder’s Report
Terry presented his report at the Fleet Captain’s meeting.

F: US Sailing
Clark is attending the US Sailing Spring Meeting in Newport RI
in April.

III. Regional VP Reports
A. Michigan
Regional VP Doug Koenig chose GTYC Great White Northern
regatta as their double star.

B. Southern Ohio
Regional VP Alan Freeland chose Indian Lake as their double
star. The Founder’s Cup will be held at GTYC.

The Executive Committee of the
Interlake Sailing Class Association met
by Teleconference at 8:00 PM EST on
Tuesday, March 08, 2005.
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President Hank Boissoneault presided.

The following members were present:
Hank Boissoneault, President
Clark Chapin, Chief Measurer
Brad Balmert, N. Ohio VP
Doug Koenig, Michigan VP
Martin Howell, Indiana VP
Alan Freeland, S. Ohio VP

The following members were absent:
Jamie Jones, Secretary-Treasurer
Kevin Bracey, Vice President
Ron Gall, Intercom Editor
Don Wilson, Past President
Bob Butsch, Marketing Chair

There was no approval of the minutes of the previous meeting
due to the absence of the Secretary.

Clark Chapin made the following motion:

The following Specification Change is balloted to the
membership for approval by mail. The deadline date is
postmarked by 1-Jul-05 for mail ballots or delivered to the
Secretary-Treasurer by 8-Jul-05:

Remove the phrase "Effective from 01-Jan-01 to 31-Dec-04"
from Article IX of the ISCA Specifications so that the amended
Article reads as follows:

"Article IX – Advertising
The advertising status of the Interlake Sailing Class Association
is Category C under the ISAF Advertising Code, subject to the
additional limitations of this Article.

1. Non-Club Boats. Except as provided in Section 2, only
Category A advertising is allowed.

2. Club Boats. Boats provided to an event through a non-profit
organization, such as a sailing club, community sailing program,
or school, may display hull advertising as allowed by the ISAF
Advertising Code. This advertising may not be forward of
station 4.5 of the hull, which is reserved for advertising that may
be chosen and required to be displayed by the event organizing
authority. In addition, the hull advertising may not be for alcohol
or tobacco. No advertising in excess of Category A limits is
allowed on spars or sails."

The motion was approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. The next meeting of the
ISCA Executive Committee is on Saturday April 30, at
Leatherlips Yacht Club in Columbus, Ohio.

Classified Ads:
Interlakes Wanted: I've got two people looking for
decent, newer Interlakes (1100 series or newer, $3500-
$5500 range). There isn't much to choose from on the
website at the moment. If you know of anyone in your
fleet thinking of selling, please contact Martin Howell at
703-660-6255 or e-mail at mhowell@oehrlein.com.

Interlake #869: “Chiquita”. Yellow and white colored
Interlake with cover, trailer, and Thomas main, jib and
spinnaker. Call Susie Wathey at (419) 726-3454.

Interlake #270: with Gator tilt trailer (wheel hubs
recently upgraded). Tires good including spare. I am only
the second owner, purchased this boat in 1961.Wooden
mast,boom and coaming all in very good condition.
Fiberglass hull and deck all white. It has very adequate
flotation. Lifting bridle included. It needs new bottom
paint. Almost new Greiner main sail- excellent condition,
2 older mains, 2 jibs, in water boat cover(Sailor's Tailor),
good condition, and also traveling cover. I will consider
any reasonable offer for delivery this Fall or next Spring.
John Rechsteiner, Springfield, Ohio, josh @erinet.com.
937-399-7057.

Interlake # 626: in good condition. Has full set of sails
just back from Doyle for reconditioning. Main and Jib
were cleaned and re-stitched and added telltales.
Spinnaker , white and green with pole look like brand
new. Hull is in good shape with a couple places of dock
rash. Needs port shroud. Centerboard lifting needs work.
Trailer included but needs work as well. Located in Kent
Island MD ( 45 miles from DC). 800.00. Wayne Sweeney
- 410-643-0760 evening, Cell 703-989-4739,
wsweeney@esri.com

Interlake #848: Blue with a white deck in good condition.
Includes full boat cover and trailer. Cut down trunk.
Three sets of sails and 2 spinnakers. The price is $2000.
ssolsman@columbus.rr.com or 614-771-9081. Columbus,
Ohio.

Interlake #934: White Hull & Deck. Rear deck, bench
seats. New Running rigging. Trailer new tires and
bearings. Original sails. Located in Ft. Myers FL. Pictures
avail. $1700. Ph 239-287-7495 E-mail
chris.beal@comcast.net

Interlake #999: Three sets of sails including one
spinnaker and refurbished trailer. The boat is in decent
shape. It has a outboard motor mount that is not installed.
The only things that I know to be a problem is that the
compass has leaked some of the fluid and the mast is
slightly damaged where it fits to the pin at the base, I am
going to have the mast fixed very soon. I would sell the

Classifieds continued on next page
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boat and trailer for $2000. If interested, I can e-mail a few
pictures. Please contact Mike Grondin at
grondinmj@buckeye-express.com.

Interlake #1013: White hull, cut down centerboard trunk.
Newer cover; old Thomas sails, including spinnaker.
Includes trailer. Asking $2,000 contact Tim Kohr at
tkohr@columbus.rr.com for photos.
Tim Kohr 614-488-8317 (home) 614-480-4368 (office)
See at Hoover Sailing Club, Columbus, OH

Used Interlake Sails – The American Sailing Institute
(ASI) in Wixom, Michigan is looking for used Interlake
sails that are still in usable, good condition. Our
501(C)(3) status allows tax-deductible donations. Donors
will receive all the necessary IRS documents.

ASI is a non-profit teaching organization that is fully
staffed by volunteers. Our focus is on teaching nautical
skills and boating safety. We are located in Southeastern
Michigan with training boats for water instruction at the
Stony Creek and Kensington Metro Parks. Your donation
would contribute to maintaining our program and our
fleet.

Please call Diane at 248-624-4030.
sailasi@comcast.net / www.sailasi.org

handshake are what sell boats... especially Interlakes.

The members of are what make the ISCA such a great
class. They are the people who will perpetuate the good
times and help us grow. One of my main goals as
Marketing Chairman is to make the member's
responsibility of helping to promote and sell the Interlake
Class boat as easy as possible. To do this I plan on
developing tools and programs to help individual ISCA
members in these efforts.

One of these programs is the "Interlake Ambassador"
program. An "Ambassador" is someone in the fleet who
enthusiasm is contagious. Someone, who will talk to
potential Interlakers, gives them information, answer their
questions, and "seals the deal."

Of course this could potentially describe any ISCA
member, but the idea here is that someone from each fleet
would assume this official title for publicity and to help
all local members.

A fleet member who gets wind of a potential Interlaker
could pass on the name and number of the Ambassador as
well as contact the Ambassador with the name and
number of the potential Interlaker. By making this
connection early, chances of gaining a new Interlaker
increase greatly.

The Ambassador will have additional promotional
materials, such as the "cards", etc... This program will
work best if the Ambassador fulfills that role for at least
three years. In the mean time, they could still hold any
other position.

Please help your regional VP in identifying the best
Ambassador for your fleet. Then please pass that name on
to me.

The Interlake
Ambassador
Program
By Bob Sagan
VP Marketing

Article II, from our Constitution sums up my vision for
the ISCA. “Purpose: The objectives of this Association
are the promotion and perpetuation of the Interlake class
yacht and the enhancement of the full enjoyment of the
sport of sailing. A further objective is THE
PROMOTION OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP AND
FELLOWSHIP among the members of the Association.”

The marketing stuff is based on the reality that a sail and a
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