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The 2018 sailing season is 
now history as we put our 
Interlakes away for the coming 
winter.  Be sure to cover them 
up well and level the hull so 
that the bailers will drain any 
occasional water which might 
leak in.  If you donôt have 
bailers, leave the plug out and 
prop the hull up so the water 
will drain.  If you have 
inspection ports on the tanks, 
open the covers and check for  

any water.  If you find standing water, use a small sponge 
to remove it.  To be sure that mice or other rodents donôt 
nest for the winter, put a couple of d-CON pellets in each 
tank and leave the ports open for ventilation.  It would also 
be a good idea to clean out any food scraps, sails, 
clothing, etc to eliminate food and nesting material. 

On January 19, 2019, we will be having a Fleet 
Captains and board meeting to set the regatta dates for 
the 2019 season. 

There is a need to build a potential database for used 
Interlakes.  This would give the Fleets help in finding boats 
for new prospects at affordable entry-level prices.  It would 
also be of benefit to current owners as they upgrade their 
boats.  We have not undertaken a census in over twenty 
years, and I think the time has come to do it.  We already 
have accumulated measurement data over the past ten 
years.  Iôm open to any ideas to undertake the project. 

The 2019 Midwinters at the Davis Island Yacht Club is 
scheduled for March 8ï10, 2019.  There were 9 Interlakes 
and a good time was had by all in 2018. 

The month of September 2018 witnessed the passing 
of two Interlakers.  Aaron Stange ï February 19, 1975 - 
September 21, 2018, age 43; and Steve Nearing ï 
October 20, 1948 ï September 23 2018, age 69. 

Aaron left behind loving family and crew.  His obituary 
is printed later in this issue, but what it did not mention was 
that he won the 1996 Interlake National Championship 
sailing Interlake 1000.  Equally skilled at ice boating, Aaron 
competed in Europe, Canada, and the United States, and 
had a Gold Fleet ranking in the DN Ice Yacht Racing 
Association. 

When Aaron learned that his condition was not in 
remission, he got together with his crew and they decided 
to buy a Tartan 10 and sail in Lake Erie this spring and 
summer.  Fittingly, the boat was named ñBucketò.  They 
were competitive, but needed a new mainsail.  John 
Greiner and friends built one in time for a club race.  As 
fate would have it, they put the main up and Aaron went 
into the hospital and died two days later. 

Stephen Louis Nearing was born in Toledo Ohio.  He is 
survived by his loving wife of 30 years, Nancy, and their 
two daughters Gina and Elizabeth.   

Steve and I basically grew up together in the old south 
end of Toledo.  We learned to sail at the Maumee River 

Yacht Club.  We both spent our youth working around 
sailboats.  At the University of Toledo, I was becoming 
a civil engineer and Steve was in business, then 
changed to computer programming when he graduated.  
The lure of sailing one-design boats kept drawing us in.  
Steve met John Greiner and I met Vince DiMaio.  We 
each found a mentor to move our careers along. 

After graduation, Steve came to the realization that 
with his computer skills, he had to move east to pursue 
a career.  He got a job, met Nancy, and got married.  
They had two daughters and enjoyed life. 

Thirty years later, he and Nancy decided to move 
back to the Midwest.  They lived in Worthington and 
joined Leatherlips Yacht Club, which is on a river much 
like the Maumee in Toledo. 

In 2015 he showed up at my door wanting to build a 
new Interlake.  We got started ï Steve requested an 
early delivery for the Chiefôs Regatta.  Spending 
weekends at my house, we got reacquainted and things 
hadnôt changed much ï we just got older and heavier. 

Earlier this year, he called and shocked me with his 
diagnosis.  He was told to get his ñbucket listò together.  
It was only after I talked with John Greiner that I heard 
the bucket list reference also used by Aaron. 

Both men had loving families, shared a unique sport, 
and dealt with adversity.  They lived their lives with 
courage, integrity, and honor; and they will be missed. 

 



The Intercom    
 
 

4 

  

Drone uptake is growing at a steep trajectory across 
all segments and user groups, and sailors and the sailing 
industry are taking notice. However, before joining in the 
fun, we recommend that you first gain an understanding 
of the related FAA regulations, industry requirements, 
and safety best practices.  

By the numbers.  Market growth and usage is 
exploding for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), also 
known as drones.  At the end of 2017, which marks two 
years since drone registration began, there were more 
than 1 million drones registered with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).  For perspective, there are 
currently only 250,000 registered manned aircraft, and it 
has taken more than 100 years to reach that number. The 
FAA projects that by 2020 there will be 7 million 
registered drones, with 442,000 commercial drones.  

Who is using all of these drones?  The majority of 
drones are being flown recreationally by hobbyists. 
However, businesses are increasingly looking to drones 
to inexpensively serve as a companyôs eyes by gathering 
data, producing visual data, and going places unsafe for 
humans.  This includes industries and applications such 
as agriculture, forestry, surveying, utilities, construction, 
mining, entertainment, photography, real estate, 
mapping, law enforcement, storm tracking, and 
insurance.  

Drone usage in the marine and sailing industry.  
Sailors ï many of whom have a love of new technology, 
the latest gadgets, and flying objects ï are jumping head 
first into the world of drones. Most think of themselves as 
hobbyists and use drones to take aerial photography for 
fun. However, many others, especially those in the 
marine or sailing industry, are quickly finding commercial 
applications for drone use in their work life.  Examples 
can be found in sailing publications almost daily. 
Impressive and spectacular drone footage online from the 
Volvo Ocean Race, The Americas Cup, and One Design 
Racing captivates and amazes viewers worldwide. 
Professional sailors and their coaches are using drones, 
drone footage, and data overlays to analyze and optimize 
everything including sail shape, crew position, reaction 
times, boat handling, tactics, strategy, and competitive 
performance.  Cruisers are using drones to capture 
images of their adventures around the globe.  Drones can 
also be an important tool for man-overboard rescues; if 
the sailor has a personal locating beacon, a drone can be 
used to pick up the signal and then hover near the sailor 
to aid in locating the person. 

Limitations on drone operations.  While drone 
usage and technology continues to evolve rapidly, 
limitations still exist.  Drone performance is negatively 
impacted by many weather conditions, including rain, 
snow, temperature and wind.  The battery life of drones is 
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Sailing Organizations & Drones: What You Need to Know 
By Whitney Peterson, Gowrie Group & Dr. Tulinda Larsen, Skylark Drone Research 

https://www.ussailing.org/education/adult/first-sail/get-inspired/ 

 

 

generally less than 30 minutes. Add wind, and the 
battery life can drop in half. Most drones cannot be 
safely operated in wind greater than 20 knots, 
temperatures above 107 degrees F, or temperatures 
below freezing. Drones are highly computerized and 
therefore subject to the same types of intrinsic failures 
as other sophisticated equipment. 

Drones at yacht clubs and community sailing 
programs.  Despite these limitations, affordable, high-
performance consumer drones are becoming 
mainstream and it is not surprising that sailing 
instructors, flag officers, race committee volunteers, and 
sailing organizations themselves, are buying and using 
drones.  Drones are being used in a variety of ways, 
such as instructors filming students for digital chalk talks, 
race committee usage, footage used to promote the club 
to attract new members, filming of club races to share 
with members and promote the fleet, and filming of 
development projects to share status updates with 
members, just to name a few. 

Is your sailing organization flying for ñfunò or for 
ñcommercialò purposes?  The line between 
recreational and commercial usage can quickly become 
blurred. Nearly all of the examples of sailing 
organizations using drones described in this article 
would come under the FAAôs Commercial usage 
definition and require the drone operator to be a licensed 
FAA Remote Pilot in Command.  

¶ Commercial use of a drone is defined by the FAA 
as: ñFlying for work, business, non-recreational 
reasons, or commercial gain.ò  This typically 
includes flying a drone for hire, compensation, to 
provide a service, or for economic benefit of an 
entity or person. Intended use, not compensation, is 
typically the determining factor. 

Continued on page 5 

https://www.ussailing.org/education/adult/first-sail/get-inspired/
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¶ Recreational or hobby use of a drone is defined by the 
FAA as: ñFlying for enjoyment and not for work, 
business purposes, or for compensation or hire.ò  

For example, if a parent flies a drone (for free) for a 
junior sailing program, it most likely would be considered 
hobbyist usage.  But if a paid employee, or volunteer, of a 
sailing club/organization flies a drone as part of the clubôs 
instruction of sailors, it would most likely be considered 
commercial usage. While situations and usages by or at a 
yacht club or sailing program vary widely, it is safe to 
assume that most circumstances will fall under the 
Commercial use definition. It is important to know which 
category you fall under, because the requirements for 
operation, licensing, registration, and insurance differ 
depending on if the drone is flown for recreational or 
commercial purposes.  Failure to comply with FAA and 
state/local drone regulations for drone licensing, 
registration, and/or operating can result in significant 
penalties and charges including: steep fines (in the 
thousands of dollars), civil charges (e.g., invasion of 
privacy), and/or criminal charges (e.g., reckless 
endangerment). 

Drone Pilot Licensing Requirements.  If a drone is 
being flown commercially, the pilot must obtain a "Remote 
Pilot Airman Certificateò, which is earned by passing the 
FAA Remote Pilot Knowledge Test. The test is a 60 
question multiple-choice exam, administered at FAA-
approved knowledge testing centers and costs $150. In 
addition to passing the test, the pilot must be 16 years of 
age and must pass TSA security vetting. If a drone is 
being flown for fun, no licensing is required. As of the end 
of 2017, there were 70,000 licensed, commercial drone 
pilots. While the Remote Pilot Airman Certificate requires 
no practical testing of a pilotôs operating skills, it is strongly 
recommended that all drone operators (licensed and 
recreational), get hands-on training and/or practice before 
operating a drone at a sailing organization. 

Drone Registration.  Drone registration for hobbyists 
has been controversial, but Congress passed a law in 
December 2017 requiring all drones to be registered under 
the National Defense Authorization Act. All small 
unmanned aircraft (including drones) weighing more than 
.55 pounds and less than 55 pounds must be registered 
with the FAA and marked with a registration number. 
Registration can be handled online on the FAADroneZone 
website and costs $5.00 for a 3-year period. 

Drone Operating Rules.  Most of the primary FAA 
rules for drone operation apply to both commercial and 
recreational use. The basic rules are as follows and are 
further detailed on the FAA website: 

¶ Keep the drone in visual line-of-sight 

¶ Fly at or below 400 feet 

¶ Fly at or under 100 mph 

¶ Yield right of way to manned aircraft 

¶ Follow community-based safety guidelines 
(recreational rule) 

¶ Fly only during the daylight or civil twilight 

¶ Do not fly directly over people 

¶ Do not fly near emergency response efforts 

¶ Do not fly over national parks 

¶ Do not fly over large stadiums or major sporting 
events (baseball, football, NASCAR, etc.) 

¶ Do not fly from a moving vehicle, unless in a sparsely 
populated area (over-water is considered sparse)  

¶ Never fly under the influence of drugs or alcohol  

¶ Notify the airport and air traffic control tower prior to 
flying within 5 miles of an airport (recreational rule) 

¶ Obtain Air Traffic Control permission to operate in 
controlled airspace (commercial rule)  

 
Drone Insurance for Commercial Usage.  While 

there are currently no federal laws requiring insurance 
coverage for drones, it is smart risk management to 
purchase coverage because drones are often excluded 
from liability policies. Flying a drone without coverage can 
expose you, your assets, and your organization to 
significant lawsuits and claims for bodily injury or property 
damage. Coverage needs may differ depending on 
whether or not your organization owns the drone or 
contracts with a third party (ñOwnedò vs. ñNon-ownedò 
coverage).  

Purchasing Drone Insurance for a Sailing 
Organization or for Marine Use.  Drone insurance can 
be purchased by sailors and sailing organizations in two 
primary ways: 1) an episodic policy (by the hour), or 2) an 
annual policy.  

Next steps if you decide to operate a drone for 
your sailing organization: 

1. Register your drone with the FAA  

2. Get your Part107 License/Certificate 

3. When flying, always abide by the FAA Operating Rules 

4. Develop Policies & Procedures for drone usage 

5. Make sure you have adequate insurance coverage in 
place 

Resources & Links: 

¶ Insurance Solutions: 
o On-demand Verifly Insurance(by the hour): visit 

www.verifly.com/gowrie to learn more and 
download the App for a quote (use invite code 
ñGowrieò when setting up your account in the 
Verifly App)  

o Annual Drone Insurance, get a quote online at 
https://gowrie.aeroinsure.com/DTM/US/UAS/Home 

¶ Gowrie Drone Insurance Team at 
www.gowrie.com/droneinsurance or 
drones@gowrie.com 

¶ Drone Registration at https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/ 

¶ FAA Guidelines for UAS at https://www.faa.gov/uas/ 

¶ Advice on purchasing, training, and procedures for 
sailing organizations:  
www.drones4sailboatracing.com 

 
Sources: Federal Aviation Administration, Drone Authority, UAV 
Coach, Business Insider, Skylark Drone Research, Verifly.com, 
Global Aerospace, and Gowrie Group 

 

Continued from page 4 

https://faadronezone.faa.gov/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/
http://www.verifly.com/gowrie
https://gowrie.aeroinsure.com/DTM/US/UAS/Home
http://www.gowrie.com/droneinsurance
https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/
http://www.drones4sailboatracing.com/
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Intercom Tips and Techniques       
     

Improve your Racing this Winter 
Books from US Sailing 

 

 

Even though you have packed up your boat and 
pulled the docks from the water, you can spend some 
time with these books to make your 2019 racing even 
better.  All of the books in this article can be purchased 
from the US Sailing web store.  

 

http://shop.ussailing.org/racing/ 
 

 
When it comes to The Racing Rules of Sailing for 

2017-2020, US Sailing has you covered. From printed 
paper rulebooks and waterproof versions to mobile 
device apps, US Sailing makes the rules available, 
whenever and wherever you want. 

The Racing Rules of Sailing is published every four 
years by World Sailing, the international authority for the 
sport. These rules govern sailboat racing in the United 
States and in the areas of international races that pass 
through U.S. waters. The Racing Rules of Sailing for 
2017-2020 became effective on January 1, 2017. 

How you can access The Racing Rules of Sailing for 
2017-2020: 

¶ Download your digital version of The Racing Rules of 
Sailing for 2017-2020: Apple (iOS) version / Android 
version 

¶ To receive your free edition, Join or renew your US 
Sailing membership or Request your free paper copy 
of the new Racing Rules of Sailing today! 

¶ Purchase online at the US Sailing Store: Original 
Paper Edition / Waterproof Edition (Member discounts 
and bulk pricing available) 

 
Understanding the Racing Rules of Sailing through 

2020 written by Dave Perry with the complete text of 
World Sailingôs Racing Rules of Sailing for 2017-2020 
and US Sailing Prescriptions. 

 
Dave Perry's 100 Best Racing Rules Quizzes 

highlights specific aspects of the racing rules in an 
enjoyable format designed to help you become much 
more familiar with The Racing Rules of Sailing. Increase 
your knowledge of the rules and your racing will improve 
dramatically as you gain greater confidence making 
tactical decisions and maneuvering in close quarters. 

 

Long considered one of the very best books about 
sailing by competitive racers around the world, Dave 
Perryôs Winning in One-Designs covers every aspect of 
racing. Perryôs expert advice, clear explanations and 
numerous tips in this newly revised and updated edition, 
offer invaluable instruction to sailors at all levels of 
competition and in all sizes of boats.  

 

http://shop.ussailing.org/racing/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/us-sailing-bookstore/id1176980130?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yudu.USSailing.nativeandroidreader&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yudu.USSailing.nativeandroidreader&hl=en
https://www.ussailing.org/membership/
https://www.ussailing.org/membership/
http://www1.ussailing.org/constituents/rulebook/optin.aspx
https://shop.ussailing.org/shop/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-for-2017-2020/
https://shop.ussailing.org/shop/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-for-2017-2020/
https://shop.ussailing.org/shop/the-racing-rules-of-sailing-for-2017-2020-waterproof-edition/
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Helpful information to make racing simpler and 

more logical. Excellent resources for youth and 
beginner racers. Updated for the 2017-2020 rules 
by Dave Dellenbaugh; illustrations by Brad 
Dellenbaugh. 

 
Learn Sailing Right! Beginning Sailing is the 

new benchmark for beginner sailing instruction in 
the US. Designed for easier understanding, quality 
graphics and diagrams, and a more coherent 
beginner track. Learn Sailing Right! Beginning 
Sailing will revolutionize sailing instruction at your 
program.  

 
An entry-level training manual for race 

committees. The standard text for the One Day 
Race Management Seminar and Race Committee 
201 course. Suitable for use by local sailing 
organizations for training their race committees. 

 

 

 
 

Interlake National Champions Jim Ward and Stu Fisher 
represented the Interlake Class in the 2018 US Sailing 
Championship of Champions.   

Inaugurated in 1976, US Sailing selects competitors from 
nominees by their class associations. The ñC of Csò pits world, 
North American or national class champions from a wide array 
of one-design classes in a boat that is unknown to many and 
typically on a body of water with challenging, and sometimes 
bewildering conditions. Itôs a formula intended to upset the 
status quo, and often does. 

Two-time event champion Mike Ingham and International 
Womenôs Keelboat Champion Megan Ploch headlined the 44th 
Championship of Champions regatta. Best described as a 
melting pot for one-design class champions, the regatta was 
sailed October 18-21 at the Atlanta Yacht Club with 17 crews 
battling for the Jack Brown Trophy. 

 ñItôs really cool to meet up with people who are all 
champions in their class from all over the country,ò said 
Ingham, who previously won the event in 2005 and 2014. 
ñOften theyôre people youôve never met before so itôs a whole 
different world from your regular class association. Everyone 
there has won something, so there arenôt many marshmallows 
in the fleet.ò 

This yearôs regatta was raced in the Y-Flyer, a double-
handed, 1930s era lake boat from designer Alan Youngquist. 
Originally marketed as an ideal boat to build in your garage, the 
Y-Flyer has a square bow, low freeboard, chine hull and large 
sail plan. At first glance the 18-footer looks like a cross between 
an A Scow and a Fireball, two go-fast one-designs. Itôs a boat 
that few in the fleet, other than the locals from AYC, have rarely 
seen, much less raced. 

Bill Draheim and Rod Favela, representing the VX One 
class, won the regatta. For the series, they won six of the 13 
races, finishing with the low score of 22 points, good for a 23-
point victory. The 19-foot VX One is a similar boat to the Y-
Flyer in that it has chines, hard angles on the hull, which the 
boat leans against when heeling for stability.   
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Yes, itôs recipe time again!  For those of us who 
attended the Haphazard Regatta in September, after 
racing we were treated to a delicious dinner, and this 
amazing dessert.  Commodore and Interlake Fleet 
Captain Tom Wills found and followed this recipe, to 
rave reviews.  The best part is ï wait, the second 
best part is, with the vegetable and fruit ingredients, 
this is like health food.  The best part is ï this cake is 
soooo good. 
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Class News 
                     

  

 
The 2018 Haphazard 
Mohican Sailing Club, Lucas OH 
September 22, 2018 
By Tom Wills, MSC Commodore, Fleet Captain, Interlake #902 

 

Place Skipper Crew Club Hull R1 R2 R3 R4 Total 

1 Marion Zaugg PJ Blonski Mohican SC 1299 1 2 2 1 6 

2 Steve Aspery Lisa Aspery Hoover SC 1435 2 1 1 2 6 

3 Bryan Bradley Jim Bradley Jolly Roger SC 1376 3 4 3 4 14 

4 Nate Ireland Bridget & Vincent Ireland Hoover SC 952 4 5 4 3 16 

5 Bill Regan Jim House Mohican SC 1355 7 6 5 5 23 

6 Tom Wills Sue Wills Mohican SC 902 8 3 8 8 27 

7 Stewart Fitzgibbon Mark Gustafson Mohican SC 1316 5 8 6 9 28 

8 Dave Aspery Marlee Berlan Hoover SC 1330 6 9 7 7 29 

9 Donald Bacharowski Diana Kuiper Hoover SC 1360 9 7 9 6 31 

 

 

Mohican Sailing Club hosted this yearôs Haphazard 
Regatta on September 22

nd
.  There were a total of 9 

boats at the regatta including one from Jolly Roger in 
Toledo, four from Hoover in Westerville, and four from 
Mohican.  Many thanks to Mike Fulton, Bill Sanderson, 
and Erwin Riedner who performed race committee 
duties and to all who helped in the kitchen for both lunch 
and dinner.  Bill Sanderson was not able to sail 
Saturday, having had cataract surgery on Wednesday, 
but helped with race committee instead.   

Winds were typical Charles Mill fare in that they were 
up and down and shifty, but mostly they were from the 
ENE at around 8 - 10 mph. ENE provides a fairly short 
course on Charles Mill leaving the windward mark close 

enough to shore that wind shadow is inevitable.  Our top 
two boats both had 2 first place finishes and 2 second 
place finishes.  Marion Zaugg and PJ Blonski tied Steve & 
Lisa Aspery from Hoover for 1st place but Marion took the 
tie breaker by winning the final race.  Please see the 
complete results below.   

Temperatures were in the upper 50ôs / low 60ôs most of 
the day, so we limited the races to just 4.  The grill-your-
own steak dinner found our sailors warming themselves 
by the charcoal grill and sailors enjoyed lunch and dinner 
by the warmth of Mohicanôs 2 indoor fireplaces.   

Thank you to all who came down to Mohican to sail 
and to all who came down to help out. 

 


