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Longer daylight gets us all 
thinking about warm weather and 
sailing.  Jump start your season 
with a trip to Davis Island 
Midwinters.  Think Florida, balmy 
breezes and friendly competition 
in the protection of Tampa Bay.  
Midwinter dates are March 11-
14

th
.  Email Mike McClinchie at  

mike1424@me.com for questions and to check in for the 
event. 

This should be a memorable season for our class.  We 
could possibly have the largest attendance ever of any 
Nationals in Interlake history at Hoover Sailing Club July 27

th
 

through the 30
th
.  This is looking to be a fun, competitive 

event with a premier host club providing an awesome on and 
off the water experience!   

I write this letter on Super Bowl Sunday and also the 
weekend of our Interlake winter meeting.  Last year at this 
meeting, our builder had to deliver his report via cell phone 
while he was recovering from a horrific car accident.  Terry 
delivered the builders report in person yesterday.  Not only is 
Terry back and building Interlakes, he has so many orders for 
new boats and decks that he and Karen have put their 
vacation to Hawaii on the backburner.   

I purchased my first Interlake in 1983.  The decision to 
buy an Interlake was made because it would better 
accommodate family racing.  My oldest son Seth started 
sailing with us as soon as he could walk as did his brother 
Will 9 years later.  The deck with the built in seats did a great 
job for the boys.  The guys grew, the need for the seats 
diminished and low and behold our builder came up with the 
racing deck. 

I replaced the seated deck with the racing deck, which is 
more functional for seniors (me) and looks awesome to boot!  
This transition would not have been possible without a builder 
(and a class) willing to do the work involved in developing 
and tooling a new deck.  If I or anyone have been in need of 
hardware, rudders, spars, you name it -- Terry has been 
there with Karen at his side to help out.  Many Interlakers 
have had the good fortune to work alongside with Terry as 
their boat was being built or repaired.  

On a personal level, racing sailboats has always been a 
big part of my life.  Finding a class that is so suited to family 
involvement has been a true blessing.  A huge part of that 
has been our builder.  Terry’s accident, a little over a year 
ago, gave us all a scare and cause to reflect on his 
contribution to our class.  I feel Terry and Karen have been 
monumental contributors to making our class what it is today.  
This season marks Terry Kilpatrick’s 50

th
 year with 

Customflex and 50
th
 year building Interlakes. 

I would like to thank them for all they done. I am humbled 
by their dedication and commitment to the Interlake Sailing 
Class. 

See you on the warm side, Tim Parker 

From the President 
By Tim Parker, Interlake #766 

2016 Dates to Save: 
 

Interlake Midwinters – March 11 – 13 
Davis Island Yacht Club 

 

Interlake National Championships July 27 – 30 
Hoover Sailing Club 
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Intercom Feature            

ISCA Travelers’ Series 2015 
Congratulations to the 2015 ISCA Travelers’ Series Champion - Wes Blazer!  Wes not only won the Travelers’ 

Series AND Nationals, but was only one point away from a perfect score.  Rounding out the top five, congrats to 
Steve Aspery, Scott Savage, Phil Montgomery, and tied for fifth – Bill Sanderson and Bryan Parker.  Take special 
note of Bill Sanderson, who attended the most regattas!   

Join the fun and make a date with your favorite crew to attend a regatta away from your home club.  It’s cool to 
sail at different venues and to share a beer with a few of the interesting people who make up the Interlake class. 

 

 

 
 

See complete Travelers’ scores spreadsheets back to 2011 at interlakesailing.org/traveler-series-scores/ 
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For 2015, I had Traverse City Nationals on the 
schedule since the middle of winter.  I had talked to my 
good buddy Jeff Eiber about sailing as he LOVES 
Northern Michigan.  As the summer schedule played 
out, I had a conflict on the 1st day of the event and 
didn’t want to take Jeff’s precious time by stringing 
DNS’s early in the event.  My backup plan, which was 
brilliant in hindsight, was to sail with my girls.  We had 
sailed together at Portage and had a blast.  It would 
pose a few challenges, namely sailing at 340lbs and 
though Meghan and Mallory are hiking machines, they 
are a little vertically challenged in their youthful age and 
as a result, we’d have to work hard in the breeze, which 
we all have witnessed in Traverse City. 

In my preparation for the event, I needed to set up 
my brand new boat accordingly.  Simple stuff like hiking 
strap length and location, purchase systems and 
hardware placement all had to be taken into account in 
terms of simplicity and ease of use.  For example, we 
went 2:1 on the jib leads as Meghan was going to work 
the front.  With Mallory in the middle, we bumped up the 
purchase on the vang (from 12:1 to 16:1….then bumped 
up again after the 1st day to 18:1).   

As those that went know, the first day was quite 
breezy.  We started out trying to find our way…and 
fixing a few things that should have been addressed 
with a proper shake down.  Nevertheless, we grew 
comfortable in the breeze mainly due to: 

Sailing Light 
By Skip Dieball, Interlake #1434 

 

 

 

1. Setting both the Main and Jib so that I could 
aggressively play the Main through the puffs 
without it “breaking up” due to the jib being too 
tight.  I made some marks on the jib trims for 
Meghan to quickly set to out of tacks.  

2. Focusing on finding a good groove (not sailing too 
low/footed, or too high/pinched) while maintaining 
the helm as much as possible through main trim.  

3. Not tacking too much.  This was hard and likely 
cost us some points as it was pretty shifty, but it is 
important to recognize the effects of tacking in 
bigger winds and how much you can gain/lose…in 
this case we would lose by tacking too much.  

The last race of the day was our worst of the 
regatta and likely a combination of the wind being just 
over our 340lb. threshold AND we were all a bit 
fatigued from hiking all day.  The latter is very 
important to monitor.  I should have better managed 
our stamina, but Meg and Mal were working so hard all 
day (including one falling off the boat at one point).  

Overnight we made some adjustments.  We were 
ready for more wind, but as it turned out, the wind 
subsided a little, which played to our strength, 
especially downwind.  Finishing the event 1,1,2 was 
definitely a highlight.  The girls enjoyed less intense 
conditions, but as we discussed on our way home, we 
have to be ready for anything and work hard on our 
weaknesses and be ready to play to our strengths.   

 

 

 

Intercom Tips and Techniques       
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I am the only one in my family that sails/races so 
because of that I feel rather selfish if I monopolize a 
whole weekend or weekends away from family so I will 
discuss building home fleets.  Be assured that I really 
do enjoy going to a regatta when I can.  It’s always 
great to see the Usual Suspects at these various 
venues.  I have made many lifelong friends in the Class 
by going to regattas.  I do make an effort at least to do 
the National Championships every year.  This last one 
was my 25

th
 National Championship as skipper of 

either #747, #972 or #965 according to Mark 
Redmond’s analysis in one of the HIGHLANDER 
Magazine issues sometime last year.  That statistic 
surprised me since I wasn’t keeping count. 

So how does one build a fleet by not going to many 
regattas?  Well it’s relatively easy when you have an 
awesome sailing venue as we have here in Cleveland.  
Coupled with that, we have a great core group of 
skippers and crew that I can always count on.  We 
always seem to have fun.  And guess what, people 
looking in from the outside have noticed this.  Our Fleet 
14 website has captured several interested individuals 
and recently, the Baldwin Wallace College Recreation 
Department.  Highlander #920 was donated to them 
recently and with very little research they found us.  
When I met with them they were puzzled as I why there 
aren’t more people taking advantage of our great 
natural resource, Lake Erie.  The racing is top notch 
and is another reason some have joined the fleet for 
the high level of competition.  Who else has club races 
that frequently have course changes signaled at the 
beginning of the second lap?   

Whiskey Island has become a very popular place 
with hundreds of people visiting the Sunset Grille and 
Wendy Park every weekend day.  We are trying to tap 
into this flow of traffic and are building a sort of 
Highlander shrine in the Sunset Grille with an antique 
wood Highlander mast hanging from the rafters, and 
other Highlander artifacts, mahogany rudders, tillers 
and photos.  I am often asked “Was that you guys out 

Fleet Building – Another Perspective 
By Gary Vinicky of the Highlander Class Fleet 14 

Republished with permission – ISCA president Tim Parker forwarded this article from Gary.  

 

there sailing/racing?  Looks like fun!” 

Fleet 14 has been recognized as one of the 
organizations that has a good, long term track record for 
bringing in new people to the sport of sailing.  We are 
fortunate to represent the Highlander Class at the 
Cleveland Boat show which is the conduit that makes all 
this possible. Sailing World’s Mike Lovett captured the 
essence of that in last October’s issue that covered the 
2012 Nationals in the four-page article titled “Fresh 
Blood – Family Ties”.  I probably have done more boat 
shows than I have done Nationals and because of that I 
have gotten to know many of the people in the marine 
trades industry.  During slow times at many of these 
boat shows I have had many discussions with other 
vendors who complain about the fact that often times 
vendors are stealing one customer from another and 
that the Lake Erie Marine Trade Association (LEMTA), 
does not have a true program for bringing in fresh new 
blood into this sport or you can even call it a lifestyle 
that we call sailing (boating).  The Cleveland Boat Show 
has been on a steady decline over the last 10 or 12 
years and the footprint of the show and the attendance 
continues to decrease every year.  All the while this 
decline is going on, Fleet 14 has prospered.  Why, 
because we convince new people who visit our booth 
who wanted to learn how to sail for a long time to sign 
up and get on our crew list – No Experience Necessary.  
It’s too bad that the trade organization leaders haven’t 
figured this out.  Sometimes they make a small step in 
the right direction but they never follow up with 
consistency from one year to the next.  They seem to 
be reactive and not proactive. 

Continued on page 6 

Highlander Fleet 14 

Awesome open water Highlander sailing on 
Lake Erie.  Highlander Fleet 14, founded in 1958, is 
based out of Edgewater Yacht Club and Whiskey 
Island Marina in Downtown Cleveland.  The 
Highlander was displayed at the first Cleveland Boat 
Show held in 1958.  Fleet 14 is one of the oldest 
racing fleets still racing on Lake Erie.  Club racing is 
every Wednesday evening and Sunday mornings 
from Memorial Day weekend through September. 
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Not all sailing fleets in Cleveland are prospering.  
The J24 Fleet, the Dragon Fleet, the Ensign Fleets and 
the J22 Fleet are in severe decline.  Why, they haven’t 
been promoting their boat at the Cleveland Boat Show.  
If we look under our own Class roof, we have some 
fleets that are fading.  Their sparkplugs no longer 
spark.  Then you have the Rohde Island Guys who are 
on this wave of excitement.  It’s fun to watch.  If there is 
no effort there is no local growth or you can say, “No 
Pain – No Gain”. 

I do want to point out that I strongly believe that if 
you want your home fleet to prosper, you have to find 
some way to display the boat locally.  Keep a visitor’s 
log and follow up and invite your guests to fleet 
functions and get them involved with your fleet 
activities.   

If you don’t have a boat show venue, be creative.  
Many clubs are near metropolitan parks on or near the 
water or park system.  Go get a permit if needed and 
set up a Highlander display on a holiday weekend 
when the crowds are highest.  Or check with your local 
shopping mall to see if they will have any displays in 
the common areas.  This is not a new idea.  I think the 
Cowan fleet did this back in the early 80’s.  Check in 
with your local marine stores to find out if they have 
any plans for a local mini-boat show.  I’m sure they 
would love to have you join them.  But all this does take 
time, planning and work.  If you love your fleet, you can 
find a way.  The point is to bring in “Fresh Blood” and 
not steal from other fleets. 

It has always been my wish that once we get people 
up to speed where they gain confidence that they 
would venture out to a regatta or two.  I always 
recommend to new fleet members that it will be a great 
learning experience going to regattas.  

Since we do have such a great sailing venue up 
here I have always been chagrined as to why we do 
not have more Highlander Class participation at 
Cleveland Race Week.  Yes, it is more expensive but 
we think you get what you paid for and then some with 
top-notch regatta management and a major world-class 

regatta flavor.  The Blender Parties have been EPIC!  And 
don’t forget the red hats each boat gets compliments of a 
major sponsor, Mount Gay Rum. 

More planning goes into our fleet for the after club race 
parties on both Sundays and Wednesday evenings.  After 
the racing on Sundays, it’s a pot luck Bar-B-Q at the 
Whiskey Island One-Design area grill and picnic tables. 
Wednesday evenings are more popular, better attended 
than Sundays because many have family commitments on 
the weekends.  We have fluctuated between the EYC 
Patio and the Sunset Grille locations for the after race 
parties – and Guess What? – the Highlanders are usually 
the last to leave.  There have been some Long Thursdays 
at the office for many including yours truly. 

In Fleet 14, everybody pitches in and over a year we 
spend many, many man hours of personal time towards 
making this fleet sustainable.  It all starts with Event 
Number One – The Boat Show in January.  Then the first 
Tuesday of every month during the off season, October 
through May we have the Fleet 14 Gatherings at 
Edgewater Yacht Club.  At these winter meetings it is 
meet and greet time for the boat show visitors to 
exchange contact information with skippers looking to 
enhance their crew lists.  When things work out and the 
“NewBees” have a favorable experience, many have 
bought their own Highlanders in time.  In the Fall the 
Robertson’s (#942) host our very popular Fleet 14 
Clambake in their two story barn.  Then the Holidays 
come charging through and before you know it we are into 
another boat show and the cycle continues. 

Recently, we have been discussing the many junior 
sailing programs that are around but how many of them 
actually put kids into Highlanders after the seniors 
complete all of the courses?  We are looking into the 
feasibility of making this happen.  Fleet 14 now has two 
Highlanders that are potential candidates for such a 
program.  We are forming a committee to work out the 
details. 

We will once again exhibit the Highlander Class at the 
Burning River Fest sponsored by Great Lakes Brewery.  
We are also considering bringing the Highlander to the In 
Water Boat Show at Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio this 
coming September.  It will be awesome if the weather 
would cooperate and we could take people out for a sail. 

I am glad I was asked to contribute to this idea of how 
to build fleets.  There are those that do many or most of 
the regattas and promote regatta attendance and 
measure Class growth by this attendance figure and 
others like myself that only do one or two regattas but 
spend most of the time building the home fleet.  While 
these two methods are at the extremes of fleet building, I 
feel that there certainly is room for a blend of these two 
ideas. 

All of us here in Fleet 14 feel that if you put no or little 
effort into something do you really expect something to 
happen by all itself?    

 

Continued from page 5 
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Class News 

                     
  

 

The ISCA Fleet #1 Blue Velvet Award – the Tradition Continues 
Sandusky Sailing Club 
By Bernie Ashyk, Fleet Captain 

 

Throughout each sailing season, race scores are 
meticulously recorded for the four series sailed on the 
Sandusky Bay. These statistics are used to award 
trophies for the best Series results, the most races 
sailed, most improved, and the best overall results 
combining all the Series. 

The statistics that aren’t written down or logged into 
the laptop are the “special happenings” that occur from 
time to time.  As the tradition, that started in 1993, 
requires the skipper involved in the “best or most 
happenings” also deserves an award. This award was 
dubbed the Blue Velvet Award so named for the classy 
soft blue cloth that the first one was presented on.  

In order to determine an awardee, the SSC Interlake 
skippers and crew, that have been around the course a 
few times, keep their eyes open to take note of a fellow 
skipper’s capsize, collision, flagrant foul, lousy 
launching, equipment failure, wardrobe malfunction, 
inadvertent swim, unfortunate circumstance,  an attitude 
perception, or any combination thereof. Towards the end 
of the year, an ad hoc committee including the last and 
other previous recipients convenes and the lucky (or not 
so lucky) winner is chosen. 

This prestigious award has been awarded at the end 
of the Fleet No. 1 end of the season party at one of the 
Fleet member’s homes, or at the SSC Awards Banquet 
or at both. Since the first award, we learned that the key 
is in the presentation. The immediate past award holder 
is generally the presenter. The early good story and 
meager props evolved into sophisticated video clips 
accompanied by appropriate tunes. Sometimes the story 
may be stretched a little, but hey, they do it in Congress, 
every day.  

To go along with the story, and for the second time a 
film, is the bestowing of blue velvet accessories to take 
home and treasure for a year. These include a tuxedo 

jacket, a cape, hat, inflatable chair and foot stool, a 
walking cane, a walnut engraved plaque and various 
mementos of events also mounted for wall hanging. 

No one is exempt from being presented with the 
Blue Velvet. As we know, stuff happens. Skippers of all 
skill levels have been in the spotlight. Some of the 
awardees have been past SSC Commodores, very 
experienced skippers, two time winners and yours truly.  
The 2015 award went to the Class Historian.   

As you all know, these articles are proofread before 
publishing. I was just going to leave well enough alone, 
but when I was asked, “What did Mike Muhn do last 
season to receive this honor, again?”  I was duty bound 
to share the info with the readers. The nomination was 
for a three part contribution. 

 Part One:  A miscommunication with, new to the 
boat, crew Paul Kallister regarding getting the bow 
into the wind at the dock. Something like, I meant 
your other right….splash! See photo.  

 Part Two: A new way to showcase the Interlake to 
the citizens of Sandusky is the Thursday night Long 
Distance Race to the Coal Docks. The course is laid 
out to pass close to the Arts in the Park event 
downtown. Plenty of wind caused a couple of 
capsizes. Normally not a big deal but when a 
concerned citizen phoned the Sandusky Police, a 
DEFCON-5 alert followed, see photo. (This event 
inspired a great video produced by Brad Huntley, 
also a former BV Awardee).  

 Part Three: Big wind on a Wednesday race sent 
Mike and Paul swimming, again. Three strikes and 
you’re in!        

This Blue Velvet has become a part of the 
camaraderie that makes sailing at SSC fun.  We have 
never awarded the BV to an ISCA traveler… maybe in 
2016?    
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Interlake Fleet 22 
Portage Yacht Club, Pinckney, MI 
By Wendy Willford, Fleet Captain Emeritus 
 

On Saturday, January 30, Portage Yacht Club 
sailors from all fleets enjoyed catching up at the first 
social gathering of the year.  Club Commodore and 
Interlake Skipper, Rick Jarzembowski (IL 1292) and his 
lovely wife, Elizabeth, hosted the sailors’ “Winter 
Warmup.”  We welcomed new sailors and their crew as 
well as prospective sailors by sharing stories of the 
most recent sailing season and reliving infamous tales 
of years’ past.  Those “infamous tales” just aren’t the 
same without either Tyler or Felicia Cathey (IL 1341) 
narrating.  We’ll be sure to find out exactly when the 
ski trip is next time! 

Fleet 22 took advantage of having almost everyone 
together to take care of some outstanding business 
including nominating the year’s Fleet Captain.  Brook 
Smith (IL 1380) graciously accepted the nomination 
(not to mention the accompanying swag) and is looking 
forward to representing PYC at the upcoming winter 
board and fleet captain’s meeting.    

PYC’s race committee, led by Clark Chapin (IL 1317), 
has been busy planning the upcoming year.  A number of 
rules and sailing clinics (both on and off the water) are in 
queue, not to mention the annual Hot-to-Trot Regatta 
(Save the date! it will be Saturday, August 27). 

And finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention what 
an incredible opportunity Todd and I had to meet Terry 
Kilpatrick and share our “Winter Wish-list” for Cassandra 
(IL 1109).  We toured his shop and listened intently to his 
insight and recommendations.  What a privilege and a 
must for anyone passionate about this lifelong sport! 

Think Spring! 

 

 
Fleet Captain Brook Smith 

Interlake Fleet 24 
Hoover Sailing Club, Westerville, OH 
By Lisa Aspery, Interlake #1435 
 

Let me start by saying that sailing in the Virgin 
Islands in February is alright.  I highly recommend it to 
all Interlakers.  Back here in chilly Ohio … the Interlake 
fleet at Hoover is looking forward to a great year.  We 
have 2 boats (so far) going to Midwinters – we hope 
more of you will join us!  It is also generally alright in 
Tampa in March! 

Congratulations #1 to our 2015 overall fleet 
champion - Tom Fee #1254.  Tom came in first in both 
the spring and fall series.  Also of note – Tom sailed 67 
club races last year, and this is Tom’s third consecutive 
year as fleet champ.  He is getting lots of practice and it 
is paying off!   

Congratulations #2 to Mark White #1383 who came 
in first in both the Wednesday evening and holiday 
series.  Mark recently went ice boating on Hoover’s 
northern end and was going really fast … the 
emergency room doctors later said it was a very good 
thing that he was wearing a helmet.  A good reminder 
for those of you who like hard water.  Mark is a bit 
banged up but doing well.   

Our fleet welcomed 6 new Interlakers in 2015.  We 
start off 2016 with more than 50 Interlakes at HSC, 
making us the largest class at our club by far.  We have 
sailors at all levels, so there is competition for everyone 

at club races.  We have an active cruising group as 
well.  HSC gains many of our new members from our 
adult sail instruction program, which has been led by 
Interlaker Jamie Jones for more than a few years.  
Jamie does a wonderful job teaching new sailors, and 
keeps it fun with great instructors, after-class 
socializing, and nickel beer night.  

The Interlake Fleet is proud to claim the immediate 
past and current commodores of HSC.  Last year we 
were led by Jeff Tyndall #1298, and this year’s 
commodore is Matt Fisher #1174.  Both introduced new 
ideas and have actively worked to make HSC a better 
place for all our members.  Jeff is following up his 
successful year at the helm of HSC by serving as this 
year’s Interlake fleet captain.   

Please mark your calendars for two important 2016 
Hoover events: 

 June 18-19 George Fisher Memorial Regatta and 
Nationals Warm-up 

 July 27-30 Interlake National Championships 

We are working hard to make sailing at HSC easy, 
fun, competitive, affordable, fun, family-friendly, and 
delicious.  Watch for more Nationals details in the next 
Intercom. 
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Interlake Fleet #38 
Grand Traverse Yacht Club 
Bob Sagan, Fleet Captain 

 

2015 had increased participation.  The average 
participation rose by almost 2 boats per Thursday night 
(insert “partial boat” jokes here!).  The average post 
racing social activity increased 200-300% as Louis 
Rodriguez & Chris Branson started “tailgating” after 
racing this year.  Various teams traded bringing the 
“supplies” and the best part of 
racing…socializing…was WOW! 

Oh, yeah, we also hosted Nationals with 40 
registered boats plus 5 ladies teams, in the midst of a 
storm that had our Governor declare our county a 
“State of Emergency” and in the process made $1000.  
That $1000 was “refunded” to the participants by 
turning it over to the class for use with the Boat Grant 
program, etc. 

Racing in our fleet keeps getting tighter.  This was 
most evident in Jim vs. Chris who were tied for second 
going into the final night.  Tied on the final night.  It 
took many tie breakers to resolve that battle.  Our TOP 
5 teams for 2015 were 1

st
: Bob & Marija Sagan, 2

nd
: 

Chris Branson & Louis Rodriguez, 3
rd

 Jim Menzies and 
Bubba Poppa,  4

th
 Bob Cornwell & Loren Newton, 5

th
 

Jeff Bodie & Larry Thompson. 

2016 will see an increased focus on family/kids.  
The Racing schedule is the same with one addition: we 
will join our club’s biggest event, “The Hound Dog” 
regatta.  It has been a PHRF event, but we will add our 
fleet on its own course on the water and then take on 
all comers as we RULE THE PARTY.  The 
FAMILY/KID additions will be non-racing.  Think (big) 
squirt guns, water balloons, Frisbees and picnic 
cruises. 

Fleet 38 is also proud to have Interlaker, and son of 
a GTYC Founder, Bob Cornwell as 2016 Commodore 
of our Club.  Especially since this fall the GTYC 
purchased additional land/building (with PARKING & 
water frontage) just one lot away to the north.   

It is good to be an Interlaker at the GTYC.  Visitors 
always welcome. 

 

Bluewater Hall 
Grand Traverse Yacht Club 
Jeff Bodie, ISCA Michigan VP 

The Grand Traverse Yacht Club expanded 
capabilities recently by purchasing the Knights of 
Columbus property on West Bay Shore Rd just a couple 
hundred yards from the current clubhouse.  Announcing 
the new name as Bluewater Hall, this just over 6000 
square foot building also includes 165 ft. of waterfront 
including a permit for 200 ft. dock into West Bay. 

The most notable immediate benefit is the addition of 
70 more parking spaces (which we all know during 2015 
nationals would have been ideal)    The property will 
offer opportunities for club growth, growth to local sport 
of sailing, and more importantly growth of one design 
and our Fleet 38.   

GTYC has been host to many regional and national 
events including Interlake, Melges 24 and US Sailing's 
2014 Chubb U.S. Junior Sailing Championship.  The 
current GTYC building is already a popular venue for 
sailing events and everything from weddings to 
graduation parties and members know the Bluewater 
Hall with a few upgrades and a fresh new outlook will be 
a desirable addition to a strong tradition! 
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Let’s get outta here! 
Interlake Midwinter Championship  

Davis Island Yacht Club, Tampa, Florida (YES 

FLORIDA!!!) 

March 11-13, 2016 

Camping, a beach, great sailing 

Register before February 29 to avoid a late fee. 

Questions? Contact Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033  
 

Pre-register here 

http://interlakesailing.org/event/midwinters-

2016/?instance_id=381 

    but also mail your check here before 2/29 

http://interlakesailing.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/07/DIYC-51th-

MIDWINTERS_2016_NOR_Interlake.pdf 

 
 

2016 Interlake Travelers’ Series 
 

March 11 -13  Davis Island YC Tampa FL  Midwinters 

April 30-May 1  Leatherlips YC Powell OH  Chiefs Regatta 

June 4   Jolly Roger SC Toledo OH  Cattail Regatta 
June 11-12  Sandusky SC Sandusky OH  SSC One-Design 

June 18-19  Hoover SC  Westerville OH George Fisher Memorial 
June 18-19  Edgewater YC Cleveland OH Cleveland Race Week 
June 25   Grand Traverse YC Traverse City MI Great White Northern 
July 9-10  Indian Lake TC Russells Point OH Indian Lake Regatta 
July 16   Lorain Sail &YC Lorain OH  One Design Regatta 

July 27-30   Hoover SC  Westerville OH Nationals (double score) 
August 27  Portage YC  Pinckney MI  Hot to Trot Regatta 
September 10  Mohican SC  Lucas OH  Haphazard Regatta 
September 24-25 Clark Lake YC Clark Lake MI Clark Lake Regatta 
October 1-2  Indianapolis SC Indianapolis IN Poltergeist Regatta 
October 8  Buckeye Lake YC Buckeye Lake OH Snowball Regatta 
October 8-9  North Cape YC LaSalle MI  Fall Blowout 

Notice of Race at http://interlakesailing.org/2016/02/06/2016-traveler-series-nor/ 

http://interlakesailing.org/event/midwinters-2016/?instance_id=381
http://interlakesailing.org/event/midwinters-2016/?instance_id=381
http://interlakesailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/DIYC-51th-MIDWINTERS_2016_NOR_Interlake.pdf
http://interlakesailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/DIYC-51th-MIDWINTERS_2016_NOR_Interlake.pdf
http://interlakesailing.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/DIYC-51th-MIDWINTERS_2016_NOR_Interlake.pdf
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Pre-registration for Interlake Regattas 
 

ISCA Secretary/Treasurer Tom Humphrey has rolled out a new regatta pre-
registration system, where you can state your intention to attend a regatta via the 
website. The website will have a published list of the pre-registrants, so sailors 
can see who is planning to attend an event, and the host fleet can get an idea of 
the number of boats to expect.  

The idea is to have the website replace email threads, facilitate online score 
reporting, and also drive website traffic. 

As a test of the new system, the web site is currently allowing people 
attending Midwinters to pre-register. Take a look!  Go to 

http://interlakesailing.org 
 
and click on the calendar item for the Midwinters regatta: 
 

 

Please give it a try! 

The Chief’s Regatta at 
Leatherlips has signed 
on to be the second 
trial. 

This will take you to the 
regatta's calendar item, 
which includes the NOR link 
and a pre-registration link. 
 

 

 

 

http://interlakesailing.org/
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By Clark Chapin  
ISCA US Sailing Representative 

US Sailing’s staff, volunteers, 
and Board of Directors met in 
San Diego on February 2-6. 

The first two days were 
devoted to the National 
Conference, formerly called 
the Annual Meeting, and 
involved meetings of the 
major committees and the 
new Board of Directors who 
were elected in October. 
The balance of the time 
was the Sailing Leadership 
Forum, an exchange of 
ideas on a variety of sailing topics. 

Clark Chapin and Buckeye Lake’s Steve Harris 
attended the meetings. Trish Walcott, who 
grew up in Interlakes but now lives in Rhode 
Island, was there as well. 

Race Management. The re-certification process 
for race officers is undergoing a change so that 
there will be additional ways (besides attending 
a seminar) to renew a race officer certificate. 
These Continuing Education Credits can be 
accumulated by participation in organized 
roundtables, teaching seminars, and other 
activities. Both the Judges and Race 
Management Exams are now on-line and give 
instant test score results. 

One-Design Sailing. Newly-elected President 
Bruce Burton led a panel discussion on one-
design sailing that was well attended and 
generated ideas for the revitalization of the 
One-Design Class Council. Stay tuned for 
details. 

Awards. The most sought-after trophy that 
US Sailing awards, the St. Petersburg Trophy for 
excellence in regatta management, was 
awarded to Matt Bounds, who has twice been 
the PRO for the Interlake Nationals and most 
recently served as a Judge at the 2014  

 

 

Nationals.  Matt was honored, along with 
Bayview Yacht Club in Detroit, for the 2015 T10 
North Americans. 

The Herreshoff Trophy for 
service to US Sailing was 
awarded to Judge and Rules 
Committee member Mary 
Savage of Larchmont YC in 
New York. Mary must surely 
be a distant relative of the 
ISCA’s esteemed Savage 
Clan of Columbus. 

Elections. The US Sailing 
elections were held in 

October, but this meeting was the first time for 
new President Bruce Burton of Detroit and the 
newly elected Board members to meet so many 
of their constituents and members face-to-face. 
In addition to two newly elected Board 
members, there were new faces for Treasurer, 
Secretary, and Select Member. 

Staff Report. Executive Director Jack Gierhart 
reported that membership stood at 45,317 
members, the highest total since 2006. 
Financially, the organization ended the year 
slightly above budget, although fundraising for 
the upcoming Rio Olympics was slightly behind 
schedule. 

Leadership Forum. Although the National 
Conference (a.k.a. “Annual Meeting”) occurred 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, the balance of the 
week was devoted to a separate event called 
the Sailing Leadership Forum, which featured 
presentations and speakers on sailing 
promotion, regatta successes, sailing 
instruction, and junior sailing. Over 550 people 
from all over the country attended this portion 
of the meeting and there were lively 
discussions both in the meeting sessions and in 
the surrounding hallways. Particularly 
encouraging were the numbers of enthusiastic 
attendees in their 20’s and 30’s. 

Sailboat demonstrations at the 2016 
Sailing Leadership Forum in San Diego 

US Sailing National Conference and Leadership Forum 
San Diego Meeting Combines Volunteer Meetings, Networking, and Promotion Ideas 
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  Minutes: ISCA Winter Board Meeting 
February 6, 2016 

LeMarin Clubhouse, Catawba Island, Port Clinton, Ohio 
 
Voting Members in Attendance: 
Tim Parker, Jeff Clark (phone), Tom Humphrey, Mark 
Presley, Mike McClinchie, Steve Aspery, Jim Ward, 
Dwight Robertson, Thane Morgan 
 
Non Voting Board Members: 
Terry Kilpatrick, Mike Muhn 
 
Fleet Captains: 
Bernie Ashyk, Tom Wills, Dan Graf, Steve Nearing, Jeff 
Tyndall 
 
I. Reports 
a. Secretary / Treasurer Report - Tom Humphrey 

 Financial Report - Current assets $35,641.02, 
including $11,082.01 in boat grant funds 

 Website Upgrade - Discussion of two estimates, 
goals and costs, tabled 

b. Chief Measurer - Mike McClinchie 

 Templates are being corrected to account for 
errors identified at 2015 Nationals 

 Discussion of specification amendment regarding 
hull identification numbers 

 Wes Blazer has joined measurement committee 
c. Intercom - Steve Aspery - Issue forthcoming in mid-

February 
d. National Race Committee - Jeff Clark 

 Proposed manual circulated and details 
discussed. 

 Motion passed: email discussion and approval of 
manual during February 2016. 

e. Marketing - No report 
f. Builder - Terry Kilpatrick 

 3 Boats on order presently 

 6 rehabilitation projects presently underway this 
winter 

g. Historian - Mike Muhn 
"Norm" recreation now on exhibit at the Sandusky 
Maritime Museum 

h. Regional Reports: 
Jeff Bodie and Bob Sagan reported continued 
pursuit of a new Michigan fleet 

 
II. Old Business: 
a. 2016 Nationals - National Race Committee 
 Approved with the following members: Jeff Clark, 

Matt Fisher, Jamie Jones, Clark Chapin, Jim Ward 
b. Succession Committee Report - Continuing to work 

with Terry 
c. New Championship Trophy - No report, tabled 
d. Boat Grant Publicity, Recipient Search 

 Boat Grant publicity was circulated to regional 

college teams, expecting responses 

 Fleet captains will be publicizing the program at 
their local clubs 

 
III. New business: 
a. 2016 Midwinters (Mike McClinchie) 

1.  NOR on the website; late fee after February 29 
2.  Web site to be updated with pre-registration 

feature to encourage attendance 
b. 2017 Nationals Bid (Tim Parker) 

 Bid preliminaries received from Lorain to host 
the nationals at Lorain 

 Possible bid forthcoming for nationals at 
Edgewater YC as well 

 Motion passed to set May 1, 2016 deadline for 
submission of complete bids 

c. Traveler's Series 2015 Awards / Recognition (Mark 
Presley)   Awards will be arranged and distributed 
at or before Chiefs regatta. 

d. Traveler's Series Scoring for 2016 

 Discussion of "double star" scoring for 2016, 
possible options for its use 

 Motion passed: the 2016 Nationals will be the 
sole "**" regatta in 2016 

e. Nominating Committee 
 Mark Presley will identify a committee to the Board 

for email approval 
f. Intercom Classifieds Time Limit Policy - tabled 
 

-Adjourned for Fleet Captains Meeting, Setting 
Regatta Dates- 

 
g. 2016 Traveler's Series Schedule set via email vote: 

Midwinters @ Davis Island YC March 11-13 
Chiefs @ Leatherlips YC April 30-May 1 
Cattail @ JRSC June 4 
SSC One Design Regatta June 11-12 
Cleveland Race Wk @ Edgewater YC June 18-19 
George Fisher Memorial @ Hoover SC June 18-19 
Great White Northern @ GTYC June 25 
Indian Lake Regatta July 9-10 
Lorain One Design Regatta July 16 
ISCA Nationals @ Hoover SC July 27-30 
Hot To Trot @ Portage YC August 27 
Haphazard @ Mohican SC September 10 
Clark Lake Regatta September 24-25 
Poltergeist @ ISC October 1-2 
Snowball @ BLYC October 8 
Fall Blowout @ North Cape October 8-9 
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Classifieds continued from page 15 

gray decks. Class legal weight. Air bag floatation (new bags 
purchased in 2008). Two sets of North Sails in good shape. Brand 
new Sailors’ Tailor hull and mooring cover that has only seen the 
sun for 3 months – otherwise the boat has been stored inside a 
heated garage. $3,000 dollars but will entertain serious inquiries 
with reasonable offers. Boat is located in Huron, Ohio and can be 
seen on a moment’s notice. Photos coming soon! Asking Price: 
$3000 Contact Will Kruger at (330) 606-7593 or via email at 
kruger.will@gmail.com 

Interlake 646 – 1968 Boat purchased from prior owner in 2009 

for $750. Had been stored in attached garage by prior owner. Boat 
has been stored outside since 2009. Sails and mast have been 
stored in heated garage. Centerboard was replaced with stainless 
in 2010. Also has trailer. Just have not used to justify boat storage. 
Asking Price: $800 obo. Contact Joseph Dawson at (419) 266-
1808 or via email at jpdawson55@bex.net 

Interlake 591 – 1967 White/White seated deck. Two sets of sails, 

one fairly new and in good shape for cruising, plus spinnaker. Kick 
up rudder, center trunk not cut down, motor mount. Includes Sailors 
Tailor Mooring cover, trailer in very good condition. Used for day 
sailing/ recreation. Bottom is painted with VC-17 but never stored in 
water, hull & deck is solid, rigging in good condition. Asking $1400 
OBO. Located in Port Huron, Mi. Contact Duane – 810-987-6962 or 
email at wiseleydj@comcast.net.  

Interlake – complete boat all hardware present, 2 sets of sails, 

boat needs hull repairs. Asking Price: $50.00 Contact David Spohn 
at (847) 546-5154 or via email at D-b-s@sbcglobal.net 

Interlake – 1973 seated hull CTF009810573. I bought this boat 

with a close friend in 1998. He died suddenly and I have not had 
this boat in the water. It has been sitting under a carport since then. 
The boat is in good condition. I believe there are two sets of sails, a 
jib with pole, two rudders – one wood and one glass. I also believe 
that there are two daggerboards – one wood and one glass. Other 
than the hull, everything else has been stored inside. Asking Price: 
$1,800 Contact Tom Hodges at (386) 748-0535 or via email at 
thodges@stetson.edu 

Sails, boom, rudder – I have 4 mains and 2 jibs for sale. The 2 

north mains and 2 north jibs are in good condition. The other two 
mains would be good practice sails. I also have a boom and 
fiberglass rudder. I am open to any offers. Asking Price: $100 
Contact Jayson miller at (321) 777-7011 or via email at 
racewk96@aol.com 

Sails (almost brand new) – Three Dieball sails for sale. One 

year old main, in excellent condition. Plus a brand new jib, only 
sailed 2 times. Will include a 3 year old jib for practicing at N/C. If 
you’re not ordering new sails this year, you cannot beat this deal. 
Won the SSC Fleet in 2015 with the main and older jib. These sails 
are fast. Asking Price: $800.00 Contact Brad Huntley at (440) 670-
1935 or via email at brad.huntley@outlook.com 

Centerboard, rudder – Aluminum centerboard and aluminum 

rudder from now defunct 729. T.K. declared both to be sound. I’d 
hate to condemn to scrap yard if there’s any boater out there who’d 
put them to use. Make offer. Asking Price: $0 Contact David Teall 
at (419) 865-1004 or via email at dmtee1118@gmail.com 

Centerboard – aluminum centerboard from an Interlake - I think 

it was a 1977. Shipping would be extra or I could arrange to deliver 
it within 250 miles from Houghton MI for a fee. Asking Price: 
$150.00 Contact Brian Waters at (906) 523-4798 or via email at 
bjwaters30@att.net 

 

You write it - we share it! 
 

2016 Schedule: 

 Deadline:      Publish: 
 

Feb 1    Feb 15 
April 1    April 15 
June 1     June 15 
Aug 15     Sept 1 
Oct 15     Nov 1 

 
Please send articles and photos to 

LAspery@columbus.rr.com 

 
In case you need a refresher after the long winter… 

http://interlakesailing.org/2015/08/24/1973-seated-hull-ctf009810573/
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ISCA OFFICERS 
 
President 
Tim Parker          440-734-6121 
North Olmstead, OH 
timdparker1@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President 
Jeff Clark            614-487-8787 
Columbus, OH 
jeffc1370@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Humphrey  513-884-6441 
Glendale, OH  
interlakesailing@gmail.com 
 
Chief Measurer 
Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033 
Westerville, OH  
mike1424@me.com 
 
Intercom Editors 
Lisa & Steve Aspery 614-841 
Worthington, OH           -1846 
LAspery@columbus.rr.com 
saspery@darifill.com 
 
Past President 
Mark Presley      614-783-7091 
Pickerington, OH  
mpresley@yahoo.com 
 
VP Marketing 
Bob Sagan         231-929-3555 
Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  

 
 

VP Northern Ohio 
Jim Ward            440-669-8712 
Bay Village, OH    
jimward7@hotmail.com 
 
VP Southern Ohio 
Dwight Robertson  
Galena, OH      814-504-3712 
Robertson@velocity.net 
 
VP Indiana / East Coast 
Thane Morgan    317-250-2259 
Greenwood, IN    
tjmorgan@alum.mit.edu 
 
VP Michigan 
Jeff Bodie          231-421-1120 
Traverse City, MI 
jbodie@crewfs.com 
 
Interlake Class Historian 
Mike Muhn          419-202-3282 
Sandusky, OH 
mjmgoskins@yahoo.com 
 

 

FLEET CAPTAINS 
 

Fleet #1 Sandusky SC 
Bernie Ashyk      419-433-6387 
Huron, OH    
BernsterA@aol.com 
 
Fleet #4 Jolly Roger SC 
Ron Gall             419-450-6972 
Toledo, OH  
ron.gall@yahoo.com 
 

Fleet #5 Mohican SC 
Tom Wills           419-747-9645 
Ontario, OH 
THWills@earthlink.net 
   

Fleet #6 Portage Lakes YC 
Darwin Steele     330-633-3848 
Tallmadge, OH  
DarwinSteele@att.net  
 

Fleet #10 Indian Lake YC 
Dan Graf            419-738-9437 
Wapakoneta, OH  
dcgraf@bright.net 
 

Fleet #13 American Sailing Inst. 

Michael Golden  248-549-3030 
Royal Oak, MI  
mgolden6@mac.com 
 

Fleet #14 North Cape YC 
Denny Dieball     419-729-1758 
Toledo, OH 
 

Fleet #17 Lorain Sailing & YC 
Brad Balmert      440-670-5065 
Lorain, OH 
bradb1384@yahoo.com 
 
Fleet #22 Portage YC 
Brook Smith        734-730-5992 
Pinckney, MI 
bsmith@bmspc.com 
 
Fleet #23 Leatherlips YC 
Steve Nearing   703-919-1342 
Worthington, OH   
steve.nearing@gmail.com 
 

Fleet #24 Hoover SC 
Jeff Tyndall        614-554-1586 
Westerville, OH  
jtyndall59@yahoo.com 
 
Fleet #28 Indianapolis SC 
Thane Morgan    317-250-2259 
Greenwood, IN    
tjmorgan@alum.mit.edu 
   

Fleet #38 Grand Traverse YC 
Bob Sagan       231-929-3555 
Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  
 

Fleet #39 Mid-Atlantic 
Martin Howell     703-660-6255 
Alexandria, VA  
interlake1395@gmail.com 
 

Fleet #40 Buckeye Lake 
Tracey Davis     614-446-0131 
Avon Lake, OH 
mtmdavis@gmail.com 
 
 
Builder 
Terry Kilpatrick   419-875-5106 
Whitehouse, OH  
Customflex@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033 
mike1424@me.com 
 

Photos by Lynn Savage 

Classified Ads: 
Interlake 1266 – 1983; good to excellent condition; very 

clean kept in garage; rigged for racing with good record 
(former National Champion); extra set of sails; galvanized tilt 
trailer and many accessories. Set to sail. Asking Price: 
$4,350 Contact Rich Rokisky at rikrok58.rr@gmail.com 

Interlake 1124 – Blue hull, seated deck, race rigging 

upgraded this spring and ready to win! Cut down trunk, kick 
up rudder, decent trailer with 2 sets of sails. This boat has 
been sailed sparingly over the past 5 years. Located at 
Hoover Sailing Club in Columbus. Nothing needed for this 
boat to get on the water today! Asking $2,900, obo. Contact 
Jamie Jones at 614/216-2679 or jjone45@columbus.rr.com. 

Interlake 1120 – Year 1977, dark blue hull with updated 

enclosed floatation, updated new style white deck without 
seats, one main and jib, two spinnakers, forestay tension 
lever, stainless steel centerboard with 360° cleat, cockpit 
bailers, kick-up rudder assembly with new wooden tiller. 
Trailer with front and rear mast cradles with tie downs. Always 
dry-sailed on boat lift or trailer. Inspection summary available 
upon request. Asking Price: $1850 Contact Rick Lyons at 
(734) 426-4155 or via email at rl@chartermi.net 

Interlake 973 – 1973, good condition (stored indoors last 20 

years), red hull/white deck, classic seated deck, original 
rigging, newer set of sails (main, jib and spinnaker w/ pole), 
internal spinnaker sheeting, kick up rudder, stainless 
centerboard, trunk not cut down, cockpit bailer, classic 
floatation, mooring cover, Tee-Nee galvanized tilt trailer w/ 

 

spare. Priced to sell $1,800. Located on west side of 
Cleveland, Ohio. Contact Dave Johnson at 419-366-9015 or 
via email at teddergoldwin@aol.com. 

Interlake 857 – This boat was refurbished by Customflex in 

1996. It has a jib furling device and spinnaker (red and white). 
All sails were bought 1996 and have been well cared for. The 
boat also is equipped with floor bailers. It has not been sailed 
since 2010 and is stored in a garage.  It can be seen at:  
2266 Parker Drive Wayland MI 49348.  Photos are available. 
Asking Price: $2,750.00 Contact Richard Milligan at (269) 
205-2359 or via email at rjmilliganp@gmail.com 

Interlake 661 – White seated deck. Two sets of sails, one 

fairly new and in good shape for cruising, plus spinnaker and 
additional main sail. Kick up rudder, and tiller extension. 
 Includes new Sailors Tailor Mooring cover, trailer in working 
condition. Used for day sailing/ recreation. Deck is solid, 
rigging in good condition most running rigging lines replaced 
this year, recently replaced centerboard haul out line and 
cable. Asking $3,000.  Located at Hoover.  Contact John 614-
787-0457 or at JCHoctor@gmail.com 

Interlake 658 – Excellent condition and race ready! 

Completely restored by Denny Dieball with varnished 
floorboards, flat deck (no seats), cut down centerboard with 
new teak, and Lightning style 2 for 1 jib block system. I 
purchased the boat in 2006 and it has been sailed very little 
since (moved to Colorado in 2009). Light blue hull with light 

Continued on page 14 
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The Intercom c/o Tom Humphrey 
8 Little Creek Lane 
Glendale, OH 45246 

 


