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Remaining 2013 Regattas 
  

Regatta Dates Host Club 

Haphazard September 7 Mohican SC 

Clark Lake September  21-22 Clark Lake YC 

Poltergeist October 5-6 Indianapolis SC 

George Fisher Snowball  October 12 Buckeye Lake YC 

Fall Blowout October 12 North Cape YC 

 

 

Interlake #1 
ñNormò 

 

ñNormò, a replica of Interlake #1 built by 
volunteers in Sandusky, won the practice race at 
Nationals!  #1 will now be displayed in the 
Sandusky Maritime Museum. 

Norm was crewed by ISCA Historian Mike 
Muhn; ISCA Life Member Bob Reynolds, who led 
the group of builders; and Eric Winkel, son of 
former ISCA Life Member Norm Winkel, who had 
the big idea to build a full-size wooden Interlake as 
specified in the original drawings for the museum. 

 

 
Photo by Jenny Everson 

Photo by Roger Fair 
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Intercom Feature            

Sandusky.  The home of our beloved Interlake.  It is 
the venue that Francis Sweisguth designed our hard 
chined machine.  It is an incredible sailing location with 
various parts of the bay providing space for race 
courses, no matter the wind direction.  It is home of 
some of the most hospitable people I know.  A volunteer 
organization that always goes above and beyond.  A 
true blueprint for how an organization should be run with 
fun, family and camaraderie the focus.   

Iôve had the good fortune to have sailed at SSC since 
my early days of Jr. Sailing.  I wonôt date myself here, 
but it has been dozens of years.  When the Interlake 
was the Bemis Jr. boat!  Remember that?  Through the 
years, Iôve forged many friendships and have many fond 
memories.  Winning the Jr. Nationals with Shelly Gall in 
ô85; winning the Nationals with Scott Irwin; and the last 
time we had the Nationals in Sandusky, I sailed with my 
good friend Jeff Eiber.  We would again team up for this 
yearôs event. 

Having sailed many different classes recently, I take 
my hat off to those responsible for streamlining the 
measurement process.  Going to a certificate format has 
and will keep the amount of time to measure much 
lower.  It is a process, however, documenting and 
getting the database complete.  This yearôs 
measurement process added to the collection of data, 
but didnôt come without the HUGE effort of those that 
dedicated the time to measure...in the incredibly hot 
weather.  There were many, but hats off to Mike 
McClinchie, Mike Zuilof, Scott Savage and Clark Chapin, 
whom I witness putting in a huge amount of time and 
sweat.  There were more and their efforts were greatly 
appreciated. 

The event for me kicked off with the Womenôs 
Championship.  What?!? Womenôs?  Yeah, the invite to 
have guys sail with women skippers was extended some 

2013 Interlake Nationals - Sandusky Sailing Club 
By Skip Dieball, 2013 Interlake National Champion, Interlake #1428 

time ago, and Kathy Vanderhorst asked me to sail.  Sheôs 
very keen to learn and I promised Iôd help however I could.  
As we sailed out, we practiced her footwork and timing as 
we went through some tacks and gybes.  Then, a HUGE 
STORM cloud approached from the Southwest.  The 
committee was prudent, as they should.  We shared the 
course with the Jr teams and thereôs NO REASON to risk a 
bad experience.  Once back to the dock, it became 
apparent that the storm was going to pass to the south, but 
with it so did the time needed to complete racing.  It is too 
bad we couldnôt race as it would have been fun to help 
coach Kathy, but also to race against some great women 
sailors.   

Onto the show, as I call class championships.  Racing 
started on Thursday and this new format of Thursday-
Sunday seems to appeal to those with limited 
family/vacation time.  I like it because it brings more boats 
out, which ultimately means more fun! 

Thursdayôs racing shaped up to be light and spotty.  The 
fun race, featuring NORM, the replica Interlake built by a 
group of history buffs in Sandusky was postponed a bit in 
an effort to get into some breeze.  It was cool watching (our 
schedule was pushed back and we couldnôt make the 
start).  NORM is a cool looking boat and had all the pace of 
the others.  Of course having Mike Muhn at the helm helps!  
Heôs forgotten more than many of us will ever know about 
the Interlake. 

 

 
Norm 
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The light winds continued and we only completed one 

race on Thursday.  Jeff and I were fortunate to win this 
one, but it start/stopped about 2-3 times.  If the wind filled 
in any other place, weôd have found ourselves in a tough 
spot.  As it turned out, we stayed patient on the 1st beat 
and made some gains from the left.  Ron Gall was on fire 
and rounded the top mark 1st.  We squeaked in 2nd 
hitting the layline inside of 3-4 boats.  As we rounded, we 
were cautious to do too much and to keep the momentum 
going with our boat, so we did a bear-away and watched 
a number of boats try to hook into the only puff, which 
was at the top mark.  They looked good initially with 
Fisher, Huntley, Aspery and Gall all making their way on 
port.  Those of us on starboard, ourselves, E. Dieball, 
Vanderhorst and Frissell found some good pressure 
inside....maybe a thermal as it was closer to shore.  We 
caught the most and took it for a victory in a shortened 
race.  Ernie finished 2nd and Surge 3rd.  There were a 
few teams that couldnôt find the passing lanes and 
ultimately posted a big opener. 

Thursday, a HUGE front came through.  We all knew 
it was coming.  The 90+ degree weather was the tip-off, 
but also it was forecasted for several days.  We were all 
greeted to nice breeze and PRO Matt Bounds set up 
shop just in front of Cedar Point.  Our windward mark 
was set off of Battery Park, which meant we were inside 
the land mass and the shifts came big and often!  As the 
day went on, the wind got bigger and bigger.  In fact, by 
the end of the 3rd (and last) race that day, easing the jib 
to keep the boat tracking was the norm.  Thatôs the most 
breeze Iôve sailed an Interlake in for some time. 

The story of this day was Bryan Parkerôs team with his 
wife Tiffany and cousin Seth.  They were on fire and if not 
for a last beat capsize in the 3rd race that day, they 
would have gone 1,2,2.  As it turned out, they couldnôt get 
the boat sorted and had a DNF in that final race.  We 
ended up winning the day with 2,5,1.  We sailed far from 
perfect, but avoided disaster (a few times!).  Steve 
Asperyôs team and Scott Savageôs team both sailed really 
well, which shows that experience and solid boat 
handling will get you around the course when it is breezy.   

Saturday, we had our opening race inside the East 
Bay again.  The wind was more Southerly, which meant 
many shifts and a shorter race track.  We had a decent 
race having battled back from a bad 1st beat.  Peter 
Frissell, sailing with his brother Bill, had a great race 
which included charges from Surge Vanderhorst and 
Bryan Parker.  The downwind finish was ñbang-bangò 
first through fourth.  It was fun and we nearly pulled out 
the win, but more important held on to our position as 
the others were breathing down our neck.   

It is at this point where I had ongoing conversations 
with the class/event management about where we were 
sailing.  The breeze wasnôt as strong as Friday and, in 
fact, seemed to be a perfect day for Interlake sailing in 
the Main Bay.  I ñrespectfully suggestedò to Matt Bounds 
that we sail in the Main Bay and except for his team 
having to pick up and reset, it was a great call as the 
wind, waves and overall length of the course was more 
ñchampionshipò oriented.  The Championship Fleet did 
two more races on Saturday and the Challenger did one 
more.   

 

Stu Fisher, among many others, found the 
conditions to their liking as they had room to work their 
magic.  Stu won the 1st race out there (2nd race 
Saturday) in convincing fashion.  We managed to pick 
up our throwout in a ñbattle backò from just rounding 
ahead of a few boats.  The left paid huge.  Many locals, 
including Surge and Jim Ward, could be found on the 
left edge.  We played middle-right and got burned.  
Lesson learned and we nailed the pin and went left in 
that last race on Saturday for a big win.  Donôt overthink 
it, right? 

 
Stuart Fisher and Devin Copfer 
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Sunday was the deciding day.  We were in 
control of our destiny and could win the event with a 
race to spare, if we could finish 6th or better and 
Scott Savage winning.  We knew there would only 
be 2 races.  

Our pre-race intel told us that left would pay, 
though the wind was almost 180 from Saturday.  
The left was pretty pronounced with the puffs 
coming from Johnson Island, so we had a pre-start 
strategy to start at the pin and keep tabs on Scottôs 
team.  As it turned out, Scott and I battled for the 
pin.  The posturing lasted about 35 seconds and we 
were able to get behind him and control the pin.  He 
started on our hip and had 1-2 above him.  We 
squeezed him off and he tacked behind.  As our 
pre-race intel proved, left paid.  We rounded right 
behind Jim Ward (who levered harder left) and 
ahead of Bryan Parkerôs team.  Scott was in the top 
10, a few back, but had to pull a rabbit out of the hat 
to win and we were pretty secure in our 6th or 
better.  Positions changed a little, but nothing 
drastic.  The shifts were big, but the left would again 
come in.  Jeff and I secured the win (our 3rd 
together) with a race to spare.  We were very 
relieved as the event could have flipped a few times 
(figuratively and literally!).   

We used the last race to practice for the 
upcoming Thistle Nationals.  We did something a bit 
different.  We knew that the left would pay, but what 
if someone had a bad start...could the right come in 
at any time?  So we played the right all the way up 
the beat.  Though we werenôt going to win with the 
right, we got back to the top 5.  Likewise, we gybed 
away at the top and went right again on the 2nd 
beat.  Again, no HUGE gains, but we were able to 
prove that with some hard work, we could get back.  
Would this prove of value in the Thistle Nationals?  
As it turned out (at press time Thistle Nationals 
concluded and our team finished 2nd), the entire 
Thistle Nationals was sailed further WSW of the 
Interlake course.  So far to the WSW that many 
seasoned locals had never sailed there....so much 
for gaining local knowledge!?!?  

Congrats to the many Interlake sailors that came 
to the Nationals.  It wasnôt easy sailing, but 
Sandusky rarely is....which is why we should enjoy 
it.   

Thanks to all my friends at SSC and in particular 
Bernie Ashyk for his hard work and organization.  
Hats off to PRO Matt Bounds.  Two years in a row 
heôs run our championship and heôs done a 
fantastic job!   

Thanks to Terry Kilpatrick for his continued 
support of the class and being at the championship 
to help the sailors needing the parts and 
consultation after hard racing.   

Thanks to my friend Jeff Eiber.  Not only an 
outstanding sailor, but better friend and competitor.  
The best, hands down! 
 

 

 

 

Sandusky Nationals Chairman Bernie Ashyk 
 

Photos in this article by Roger Fair 
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Place 
Sail 

# 
     Skipper      From Total R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 

1 1428 Skip Dieball NCYC 20 
     

1  
          

2       5  
             

1  
     

2  
           

(6)      1  
             

3  
            

5  

2 1340 Scott Savage Hoover SC 29 
     

4  
          

3       1  
           

(9) 
     

7  
             

5       2  
             

5  
            

2  

3 923 Bryan Parker N Olmstead 35 
   

14  
          

1       2  
 (16\ 

DNF)  

     
3  

             
3       7  

             
2  

            
3  

4 1174 Stuart Fisher Hoover SC 37 
     

7  
      

(12)      8  
             

4  
     

5  
             

1       5  
             

6  
            

1  

5 1425 Jim Ward SSC 43 
 

(13) 
          

9       3  
             

5  
     

8  
             

4       3  
             

1  
          

10  

6 1402 Steve Aspery Hoover SC 44 
 

(10) 
          

5       4  
             

2  
     

9  
             

9       4  
             

4  
            

7  

7 1418 
Sjoerd-
Jan VanderHorst SSC 54 

     
3  

       
11   (13) 

           
10  

     
4  

             
2       6  

          
12  

            
6  

8 186 Peter Frissell NCYC 58 
     

5  
       

10       7  
             

6  
     

1  
           

12     13  
 (23\ 

DNS)  

            
4  

9 1426 Hank Boissoneault SSC 60 
     

9  
          

8       6  
             

7  
     

6  
             

8       8  
         

(10) 
            

8  

10 473 Ernie Dieball JRSC 71 
     

2  
          

7       9  
           

12  
 

(14) 
           

11     11  
             

8  
          

11  

11 1411 Bob Sagan GTYC 75 
   

12  
      

(13)    10  
             

3  
   

10  
           

10     10  
          

11  
            

9  

12 1399 Brad Huntley SSC 76 
     

8  
          

6     12  
           

14  
   

13  
             

7       9  
             

7  
        

(15) 

13 1417 Tom Humphrey SSC 98 
   

20  
          

4     11  
             

8  
   

12  
 (23\ 

OCS)     17  
          

13  
          

13  

14 1382 Mark Presley Hoover SC 113 
     

6  
      

(20)    20  
           

13  
   

15  
           

13     14  
          

18  
          

14  

15 1433 William Sanderson Mohican SC 121 
 

(22) 
 22\ 

DNF     15  
           

11  
   

17  
           

17     12  
          

15  
          

12  

16 1424 Mike McClinche Hoover SC 127 
   

18  
       

15     18  
 16\ 

DNF  

   
19  

           
15   (20) 

             
9  

          
17  

17 558 Rob Fox ISC 129 
   

17  
       

14     17  
 16 

\DNF  

 
(21) 

           
14     16  

          
19  

          
16  

18 1325 Ron Gall JRSC 130 
   

15  
       

18     19  
           

15  
   

11  
           

18     18  
          

16  
 (21\ 

DNF)  

19 1360 Thane Morgan ISC 138 
   

11  
       

19     14  
 (23\ 

OCS)  

   
16  

           
19     21  

          
20  

          
18  

20 1317 Clark Chapin Portage YC 138 
 

(21) 
       

16     16  
 16\ 

DNF  

   
18  

           
16     19  

          
17  

          
20  

21 810 Steve Nearing 
Leatherlips 
SC 140 

   
19  

       
17   (22) 

 16\ 

DNF  

   
20  

           
20     15  

          
14  

          
19  

22 766 Tim Parker 
Lorain S & 
YC 169 

   
16  

       
21     21  

 (23\ 
OCS)  

   
22  

           
21     22  

 23\ 
DNC  

 23\ 
DNC  

 

Nationals Championship Division Results 

  

 

 
#2 Rick and Scott #3 Bryan, Seth, Tiffany 

#4 Matt, Devin, Stu 
 

Photos by Jenny Everson #5 Jay, Jim, George 


