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From the President 
By A.J. Savage, Interlake #1293 

 

  

Fellow Interlakers, 

Sailing season has arrived!  
Many clubs have docks in the water 
and have started races.  A lucky few 
were able to begin the season even 
earlier by attending Mid-Winters in 
Tampa.  I would like to encourage 
everyone to get out on the water 
early and often, as this activity will 
attract and engage fleet members 

more than anything else.  When a fleet is active, there is a 
valuable energy that becomes self-sustaining when a critical 
mass is achieved.  People are more likely to go out and sail 
when others show up consistently, and this core group will 
continue to grow. 

All too often, people will allow various excuses to delay 
their season, and the fleet trickles out on to the water.  One 
or two different boats show up each week, decide there are 
better things to do than sail alone, and they disappear for 
the rest of the season. 

To prevent this, organize a day with your fleet when you 
can get as many boats out on the water as possible.  Have a 
spring party, tuning clinic, safety seminar, etc; just get your 
fleet there and have fun!  Once the ball is rolling and the 
critical mass is reached, it will pay dividends each time you 
sail at your club.  You will have more friends to sail with.  
Fleet responsibilities can be shared by more active 
members, meaning less work and more fun for all. 

It may take a few attempts to reach this critical mass, but 
persistence pays.  And like the excuses that can keep you 
off of the water at the beginning of the season, don‘t use the 
excuse that you aren‘t the fleet captain, best sailor, oldest, 
youngest, etc. from being the sparkplug in your fleet.  Often 
the person everyone is waiting for to take action has 
suffered from responsibility ―burnout‖ and will welcome 
someone else stepping up to the plate. 

I am proud to own an Interlake and to be a member of 
the ISCA.  The boat is wonderful, but it is the people that 
really make the class. And as I see it- the more, the merrier! 

See you on the water, 

A.J. Savage 
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Know someone who would like to sail a 
competitive Interlake for the  

2010 sailing season? 
 

Apply for the Interlake boat grant at 
www.interlakesailing.org 
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Sailing, as an activity, 
has declined seriously in 
the last 30 years. Overall, 
participation is down 40% 
since 1997 and more than 
two-thirds since 1979. 
When you ask how many 
Americans are sailors, the 
answer (1%!) is abysmally 
low.  Yet everyone 
involved in the sport, from 

our fleet captains and club commodores to the 
US SAILING Staff and Board, are working hard 
to reverse this tide and get more people sailing. 

Much of their efforts have been to reach out 
to more and more people, particularly 
youngsters, to get them enrolled in sailing 
programs and classes. The biggest examples 
are the US SAILING Junior Olympic Festivals. 
For all of this energy and hoopla, the 
participation rate is not only terrible, but the 
largest single group of sailors are white males 
aged 45-60.  Lest you think we‘re immune, the 
last survey of the ISCA membership revealed 
numbers that weren‘t too different from the 
national ones. 

Nicholas Hayes is a market researcher and 
sailor from Milwaukee who has come to the 
radical conclusion that most of these programs 
and outreach efforts are doomed to failure and 
wrongheaded. He argues that the decline in 
sailing is a symptom of a larger trend: The 
replacement of time that we used to spend with 
our friends or families with time that we now 
―rent‖ from someone else. Instead of making 
time to invite friends over for conversation or 
some group activity, we meet and see a movie. 
The experience at the movie might be 
worthwhile or pleasurable, but it is an experience 
that we paid for and time that we rented. We 
trade our money for the experience instead of 
investing our time in building relationships with 

others. Music is now an individual experience via 
earphones and MP3 players, not a communal or 
common experience. 

Hays argues that sailing is that way, too. The 
experiences that we treasure most are those 
that we share with those we love and that build 
long-lasting relationships. 

There are specific ideas that Hays suggests. 
None of them will single-handedly turn around 
the decline in sailing participation, but together 
they will create institutions and an atmosphere 
that will make people want to join. Here are 
some of them, but you‘ll have to read the book to 
get the whole story – and the full list: 

Mentor someone. Make the focus of the club 
the passing on of the sailing experience. Master 
something and then share it. 

Families should live in a place and in a 
way that they are not separated most of the 
time and their schedules should value and 

create overlapping free time. They should seek 
out organizations with a common interest 
instead of, say, paying for premium cable 
service. 

Organizations, including sailing clubs, 
should structure their activities so that entire 
families participate together. Junior sailing 
shouldn‘t be just a stop on the minivan tour. 

Organizations like clubs and schools 
should be designed to help mentors find 
apprentices and vice versa – and to sequence 

risk and learning for everyone, across age 
groups and skill levels, without getting in the way 
of fun. 

Don’t focus on making entry easy; instead 
create open access and let the benefits pull 
those who choose to participate. 

Don’t encourage sailing, or for that matter 
any Life Pastime, to be a spectator sport. It‘s 
bad for sailing and for spectators. 

 

 

Intercom Feature            

Saving Sailing  
The story of families, time commitments, and how we can create a better future 

Book by Nicholas D. Hayes, review by Clark Chapin, Fleet 22 - Portage Yacht Club 
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At the end of the dock, like a new face in the 

classroom, sits a new boat. Well, maybe not new in 
terms of fresh-from-the-
factory type new, but new as 
in new-to-your-marina new. 
Later, a new face on the pier. 
Two and two still make four, 
so it isn‘t hard to figure out, 
and yup, there goes the new 
owner to the new boat. After 
giving the guy enough time to 
get comfortable, you saunter 
to the end of the dock and 
introduce yourself. After a few 
pleasantries, you start to get a 
little more information. Yup, 
just bought the boat, and 
nope, hasn‘t had time to learn 
that much about her. The next bit of information, you 
could almost see coming. No, this is his first boat and 
he has never sailed in his life.  

 And there it sits. You force yourself to shut up and 
turn the conversation back to the boat and the 
systems, and other important things, but the ―never 
sailed in his life‖ is right there, in the front of your brain. 
After you are back onboard your own boat, you start 
thinking back to the time when you had said the very 
same thing. There are several ways that people come 
to learn how to sail. Of course, the best way to learn is 
to take a sailing course with a qualified instructor, and 
get certified--by far the safest and most time efficient 
way to do it. I would also hazard a guess that it is not 
the most common way people learn. If you are just 
getting into sailing, please, let me be the first to 
encourage you save some floundering and enroll in a 
class.  

I, however, am very bad at taking my own good 
advice. As a result, and because we happened to be 
on an inland lake when we started sailing, there was 
nothing to do but go to the local library, rent the tapes, 
read the books, scan the Internet, and get a copy of the 
Coast Guard requirements when we went to register 
the boat. Oh, there were dozens of folks that offered to 
go out and teach us how to sail, but somehow they 
never showed up when the time came to it. In 
desperation, we ventured forth on our own. If there is 
something more dismal than dismal failure, I have that 
first sail as an example. It took us three tries on three 

different days to get ourselves moving and finally, 
when we were seriously considering just parking our 

boat at the dock and making 
her a cabin on the lake, a 
friend came over with a 
couple hours to spend, and 
we set out. Luckily, our 
―methods‖ and what we 
should have been doing were 
not on completely opposite 
ends of the spectrum, and we 
gained self assuredness from 
having him verify most of what 
we had done, and only slightly 
tweak some of the rest. Since 
then we have moved from a 
small lake in Ohio to the Gulf 
of Mexico and put quite a few 

miles under our three successively larger keels. Do I 
consider myself an expert sailor? Hell, no! It never fails 
that whenever I start feeling cocky about my abilities, 
old Neptune finds a way to tap me on the shoulder.  

I do, however, know that I know more than the guy 
down near the end of the pier with the ―new‖ boat. If 
you are reading this, there is an odds-on probability 
that you do, too. The real question is; what to do with 
that knowledge disparity? Boiled down, there are three 
possible responses. They are Passive Negative, 

Active Negative, or Active 
Positive. I am sure that 
somebody is saying right now, 
―Well, what about Passive 
Positive?‖ I hold that there is 
no such thing.  

First, Passive Negative. 
Sitting in your cockpit, you 
watch as this poor, unguided 
optimist (with or without the 
help of an equally clueless 
first mate) try with varying 
degrees of success or failure 
to get the boat away from the 

dock and headed to open water. Maybe you shake 
your head, maybe you chuckle, but you just thank your 
lucky stars that you still have your gelcoat intact and 
you aren‘t going to be anywhere near where he is 
going to be for the rest of the day. Later, as you are 
sailing, you see him over too close to the shallows, 

 

To the uninitiated, sailing can be a confusing set of 
line pulling rituals with little apparent cause and 

effect. A good teacher can save seasons of 
floundering. 

 

“Later, as you are 
sailing, you see him 
over too close to the 

shallows, performing a 
tack with all the fluidity 

and grace of an 
elephant in a tutu. You 
don’t really mean to do 

it, but you just can’t 
help but laugh.” 

 

 

 

Intercom Tips and Techniques       
     

Our Sailors Write: Teaching the Newbie 
By Scott Herrick 
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performing a tack with all the fluidity and grace of an 
elephant in a tutu. You don‘t really mean to do it but 
you just can‘t help but laugh. You point him out to your 
shipmates and they join in the guffaws. Across the 
water, the newbie looks at the sleek sailboat gliding by 
and sees the crew pointing and laughing. At him. Still 
later, while you are enjoying a cold one while 
recounting the great sail you just returned from, your 
mainsail neatly flaked and your lines perfectly made 
up, you see this poor, hapless soul trying to navigate 
his boat back into his slip. He bounces off a piling,  

 rebounds off the dock, and nearly goes swimming 
as he vaults to the dock to grab his lines. The Keystone 
Kops have nothing on this show! Chuckling, you turn to 
your buddies and mention that you have seen better 
landings from a 
dead seagull. 
You really 
didn‘t realize 
your voice 
carried that far.  

KNOW YE 
THIS! The 
existential 
powers-that-be 
take a dim view 
of this almost 
quiet self 
superiority 
bathing, so the 
next time you 
have friends 
over to 
impress, there 
will be an 
errant gust of 
wind just 
waiting for your 
―flawless 
docking‖. 

Then there is Active Negative. ―Oh, no… there he 
goes again.‖ This time, the wind is carrying his stern 
precariously close to your boat. You have to protect 
your investment, so you loudly announce that his 
feeble attempt at undocking is going to cost him dearly 
if he smashes into you! Grabbing a boathook you give 
his stern a hearty push to fend him off, even though he 
had stopped moving towards you. Heck, you had to go 
get the boathook, you might as well use it! For that 
matter, he needs to learn to drive that damn boat of 
his, you were just giving him a little more incentive! 
Later, as you are motoring out of the marina, you see 
our new sailor, dead in the water, trying to raise his 
mainsail. The boat is beam to the wind and he is 
flogging like a blanket on a clothesline. Worst of all is 
that he is blowing right across your present course. 
Doesn‘t this guy have the brains to know you have to 
be pointed into the wind to raise a sail, and for that 

matter, why is there nobody in the cockpit steering the 
thing? This is just too much. To avoid this idiot, you 
power up and steer upwind of him, going just a little too 
fast and maybe a little too close. You can hardly be 
held responsible for your wake nearly knocking him off 
the boat since he didn‘t have the boom under control. 
At least you were nice enough to point out to him (and 
everybody else within a quarter mile earshot) that only 
an idiot would try to put up a sail right where everybody 
else (you) was having to navigate! After your pleasant 
sail, you get all your friends together to stand on the 
dock to watch this fool come crashing into his slip. 
Laughing and joking at his misfortunes, you explain in 
a loud voice, all the things he is doing wrong.  

Now for all of you that wondered about Passive 
Positive, an explanation. I can happily say that I 
survived the ‗60s with a few of my memory cells intact. 
I remember one of the mantras from that day saying 
something to the effect that if you are not part of the 
solution, then you are part of the problem. This is one 
of those examples that bring that mantra back with a 
resounding reality thud. Assume for a moment that you 
are the newbie. You look down the pier as you are 
bouncing from piling to piling on your way out. All you 
see are smiling faces and hearty waves. Hmmm… 
guess everybody does it like that. Later, as you are 
trying to make the pointy end move so the sail goes 
from one side to the other, you see a boat do the same 
maneuver with what looks like effortless efficiency. ―I 
must be the biggest dope that ever thought he could 
sail if I screw something that easy up this badly,‖ you 
think to yourself. After the bow bounces off the dock for 
the fourth time in as many tries and you nearly 
herniated yourself getting to the pier to retrieve a dock 
line before the boat floats back out into the bay, you 
see people nodding and smiling like so many bobble 
head dolls. You just want to go down inside your boat 
and hide for the rest of the day, but instead you force 
yourself to go to the club. Inside you are greeted by a 
throng of people that inform you that you are not the 
only person that had to bounce off a dock or flub your 
way through a tack. So now you know that everyone 
WAS watching you, and that they think you are an idiot, 
albeit the latest in a long line of idiots. They might be 
laughing with you, but they are still laughing. From the 
newbie‘s perspective, Passive Positive sure looks an 
awful lot like Passive Negative.  

 

An observer‘s smugness can be 
felt for miles and have lasting karmic 
implications. A better bet is a hands-

on approach that explains why 
sailboats behave the way they do. 
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So, on to Active Positive. What‘s in it for you? I‘ll 
come back to that in a moment. The first thing that 
should go into this person‘s head is an appreciation for 
his boat and its systems. If you have a boat like the 
newbie‘s, great. If not, wing it. Help him out by starting 
off with a congratulations and focusing on the positive 
saying something like ―Hey, good standing rigging! You 
see how all those wires are holding up the mast? That 
one there is called….‖ And off you go. Pretty soon, the 
two of you are crawling around the engine 
compartment discussing the finer points of what a shaft 
seal is and how to adjust it. In just a few minutes you 
have become both this guy‘s newest friend and the 
most knowledgeable sailor in his world. Yes, he will 
come to you for advice and maybe a hand as he learns 
by experience all the ins and outs of a sailboat and it 
will probably impinge on your hectic schedule, but the 
more he knows the safer he and his boat become. Now 
comes the part about getting it to move. It is tempting 
at this point to take the new guy on your boat and show 
him how you do it. Don‘t do it! He‘s trying to learn HIS 
boat, remember? Ask him if he minds if you try steering 
it in and out of the dock a couple times. Nothing is 
worse than giving advice (slightly louder and more 
exasperated each time) over and over only to find out 
that it actually is the boat and not the technique that is 

preventing your student from performing this most 
mundane of tasks. After you are sure you can do it, 
show him how it is done. Then let him tack, jibe and 
dock, while you talk him through it. Finally, stand back 
and watch, letting him know that if he has any 
questions, you are right there to answer them. After he 
has gotten it down, tell him about all the things that can 
make the task more complex, like a cross wind, or a 
strong current, or the dozen or so other things that can 
and will go wrong. Remember, you are trying to 
prepare him, not scare the bejabbers out of him. 

Remember how you wished you had been taught to 
sail? Calm day, light wind, and someone who would tell 
you as well as show you? Try being the old salt you 
wished you had had. Let him try, let him succeed and 
even let him make a mistake or two so he will see that 
mistakes are not the end of the world. Slowly but 
surely, become rail meat until you sense that he is 
ready to solo, then let him go. Be around so he can ask 
questions after that, but remember that it is HIS 
learning curve, not yours. When he comes in, be there 
to toss him a line or walk in his bow. He will be very 
appreciative and will probably go through a litany of all 
the great new things he has been doing. It‘s always 
great to have somebody to brag to, especially if they 
know what you are talking about. 

Now for the ―What‘s in it for me?‖ part. First, you get 
to be the ―smart friend‖ that he tells everybody about. 
Second, you will know that there is somebody else out 
there on the water that knows what they are doing. 
Third, you can bank on somebody being there to help 
you handle lines when that gale suddenly hits as you 
are sliding back into your slip. And fourth, there is that 
warm glow of self-satisfaction you will feel for actually 
being helpful to another human being. The best way to 
learn something is to teach it. You have to know 
something inside and out to be able to tell somebody 
else how it works or how it is done. Helping the new 
guy is a great way to give yourself a refresher course 
on something that is becoming such second nature that 
you don‘t really think about what you are doing 
anymore. And you get all that for just investing a few 
hours in turning the Newbie into the Dockmate. Not to 
mention the free beer… 

 

 
 

 

Helping new sailors means more smiles all around, 
on the dock and on the water. 

Photo by Bud Cline 

 

Interlake Builder Terry 
Kilpatrick has anything you 
need in his Tool Trunk. 
(assisted by Larry Basford) 
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Why Sailing is Important for Kids 
By Hunter Farris, twitter.com/HunterFarris, 

http://www.examiner.com/x-19731-Dallas-Sailing-Examiner 

Sports help kids get involved in something active 
and provides the exercise that all of us need. Sports 
help children be a part of a group where they not only 
need to work hard to make themselves better but 
teaches them how to work to make their team better as 
well. Sports help children develop physical skills, 
make friends, have fun, learn to play fair and 
improve their self esteem. It teaches them about 
winning and losing. It can also help them realize that 
they can rebound from a loss to win the next time. 
Sports can help kids to tackle complex problems at an 
early age. It helps them develop a hard working 
attitude. 

While I think all sports offer children a lot, the one 
that I believe offers the most is sailing. Sailing is a 
sport that is accessible to almost everyone. You 
don‘t have to be tall, large, or strong, although you can 
be. It is equally accessible to boys and girls. You find 
very young children and senior citizens sailing – it is a 
life time sport. It is a sport that uses physical skills but 
also your intellect to a much greater aspect than other 
sports. It is a sport that requires the sailor to take 
responsibility for himself/herself, his/her crew and for 
his/her boat. It is a sport that teaches you to be 
sensitive to nature and how to be more attentive to 
it. It is a sport that requires one to be attentive to 
changing conditions and how to react to them. 

I have learned a lot about life through sailing. I have 
had to adjust my attitudes to take wins and losses more 
in stride, never getting too high or too low. Sailing has 
also taught me about the Corinthian Spirit. The way in 
which sailors learn the rules of sailing and are very 
competitive in racing, but they never forget that sailing 
is also a sport to be enjoyed.  You will face the same 
competitors again time after time in your life, so 
that treating each other like you expect to be 
treated is very important. It is about honor. It is about 
lifelong friendships. It is about continuously learning 
and helping each other. In other sports you shake your 
competitor‘s hand and leave but sailing is one of the 
few sports I've seen where you can work with your 
competitor to make you both better. 

This is an activity that is appealing on a college 
application as it makes the applicant stand out. 
Many colleges today offer varsity sailing; others offer it 
as a club sport and some of the best college programs 
are also the best academic programs and can be a 
great edge if you dream of the Ivy League. Regardless 
of the reason for sailing and your background, sailing 
offers many life lessons that help shape values and 
behaviors for later life. 
 

   

The Mental Aspect of Sailing 
By Hunter Farris Dallas Sailing Examiner 

The mental aspect of sailing is extremely important 
and perhaps the most important part of competitive 
sailing. Sailors often work on the technical and physical 
aspects of sailing and forget about the mental one. 

Sailing and golf work in similar ways. You can 
master all the technical aspects, but it seems the best 
way to succeed is by staying focused and letting the 
people in front of you make the mistakes. Sailing is a 
very challenging sport because one mistake, as simple 
as one bad tack, whether it is at the wrong time, out of 
phase, or into a hole, can drop you from the top of the 
pack to mid-fleet, in a competitive group. 

Both competitive sailing and golf are not sports 
where you can go out and work hard and know in an 
hour or two you will be done. It‘s all day, all weekend 
and sometimes a week long event. So it may not be 
the golfer with the longest drive or skipper that may 
have the best speed off the line that wins a tournament 
or a regatta. It is more often the person that has the 
ability to stay calm, stay focused and stay positive, 
race after race or hole after hole. 

Our events are too long to think you can compete 
and not make a single mistake. Our goal should not be 
to never make mistakes, but to recover from them as 
quickly as possible. In other words, do not dwell on the 
mistake, but simply move on to the next task. You 
can see the very moment when a leading golfer breaks 
down, after a bad shot and loses a tournament. It is at 
this moment where the good become great. Tiger 
Woods, for example does make mistakes and he is not 
happy when he does. After slicing a ball into the 
woods, he has the amazing ability to calm himself, 
focus and hit the next shot onto the green. He doesn‘t 
allow his frustration over mistakes to compound and 
ruin a tournament. 

It is this ability to recover from mistakes quickly that 
allows good sailors to become champion quality sailors 
and stars like Tiger Woods are made. 
 

 

Optis – photo courtesy of Rush Creek Yacht Club 
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Sailing in Florida in March – what a great way to 
jump start the sailing season!  Thanks to the 
Midwinters participants who contributed the following to 
The Intercom!  Photos by Lisa Aspery unless otherwise 
noted. 

~ ~ ~ 

Bill and I left Plymouth at Oh-Dark-Hundred on 
Wednesday for the 1.202 mile trek to Davis Island 
Yacht Club.  Our trip was uneventful until we started 
seeing sprinkles in Kentucky. Because rain was in the 
forecast, I had packed the sails in the car since I don‘t 
have a trailer cover for the boat, just a hull cover to 
protect from road debris. The rain became steadier as 
we traveled through Tennessee and northern Georgia.  
We made it through Atlanta in the HOV lane and chose 
Macon as our overnight stay.  We arrived at the Pretty 
Good Western (as we Midwesterners say, ―It may not 
be the best Western, but it‘s pretty good.‖), had an 
overpriced dinner, and turned in. 

It rained all night and actually intensified in the 
morning. I noticed that the hull cover was sagging 
noticeably when we loaded up. As we proceeded 
south, the car was making more 5-4 downshifts than I 
thought it should. We stopped under the overhang of 
an abandoned gas station and removed the hull cover 
far enough to dump 10-20 gallons of water out. 
Evidently the drain in the hull cover isn‘t quite in the 
right spot. To prevent the cover from re-filling, I used 
my pocket knife to make two 3‖ slits in the cover at the 
low point. Even then, at our next gas stop the water 
continued to pour out for a minute or two after we were 

under the overhang at the fuel pumps. The rest of the 
way to Tampa it rained, as the farmers would say, like 
a tall cow relieving itself on a flat rock. Luckily, once we 
arrived there were enough lulls to allow us to get the 
mast up and the cover on. 

Saturday‘s wind was a little too much for the two of 
us after a long winter‘s layoff and we didn‘t find a 
suitable candidate for a third crew until after the racing 
had begun.  On the other hand, I did manage to get the 
oil changed in the car. 

   

 

Sunday‘s conditions were great, but I‘m glad it didn‘t 
build any higher. I liked the race course set up and the 
three minute starting sequence. We never had a 
chance to just sit and get tired. The last boat crossed 
the finish line just a minute or two shy of our Noon 
cutoff point. 

We left the Club at the stroke of 3 PM, stopped for 
dinner in Valdosta, and continued north. I wanted to get 
to the other side of Atlanta so that Monday‘s drive 
wouldn‘t include their infamous rush hour traffic.  We 

 

  

Class News 

                     
  

 Interlake Midwinters – Tampa Florida 
Davis Island Yacht Club 

March 12 – 14, 2010 
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pulled into the La Quinta Inn and Suites at the stroke of 
midnight and were surprised to find Terry Kilpatrick‘s 
and Mike McClinchie‘s boats nestled in the rear parking 
lot. 

On Monday, we hit breakfast promptly at 6:30 AM 
when it opened and were on the road at 7. We never 
did see Terry or Mike and were home 11 ½ hours 

later.  It was a long drive for the three races that we 
sailed, but it did get us stoked for the upcoming season 
up here in the frozen North. 
  

More boats next year! 
Clark Chapin

  

 

Swapping stories after the racing – Jim Davis, Clark Chapin, Kevin Bracy, Bill Chapin, Ron Gall, and Deborah Bracy 

No big stories from this year's adventure.  A couple 
tips and tricks: 

 When driving to Florida with two people, include a 
long nap in your planning.  A Jeep and an Interlake 
fit in very nicely with 70 semis and trailers.  No one 

will notice that you're not hauling a 'big rig' and you'll 
get a few hours of shut eye. 

 When camping at Davis Island, prepare for gentle 
sea breezes, mild temperatures from 40 to 85 
degrees.  This generally involves throwing out 
whatever stakes came with the tent that you 
purchased and getting some "real" stakes.  They 
should be a foot long, be made of a high density 
titanium alloy, and generally ensure that your tent will 
stick like glue to the ground that you pound them 
into.  Otherwise, you may find yourself in the closest 
hotel that still has availability with all of the other 
convention goers.  This, of course, may be 50 miles 
away and your next door neighbors may tell you to 
'live long and prosper.'  Fortunately, we brought big 
stakes.  The Freeland tent has some flooding issues 
and may have more interesting stories about hotel 
neighbors. 

 Finally, plan on sleeping well at Midwinters.  
Inevitably, you will be tired, well hydrated from the 
fish and related beverage opportunities, and the 
ocean will lull you to sleep.  Everyone seems to get 
more sleep in Florida than they ever do in the "real 
world." 

Cheers, 
Kevin Bracy 

  

 

 

Kevin Bracy and crew Becky Vardian 
– photo by Deborah Bracy 
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As I took off from Columbus, Ohio on my way to 
Tampa, I could hardly believe my good fortune.  Alan 
Freeland (Interlake 1305) had asked me to crew for the 
Interlake Midwinters, and as luck would have it, I was 
able to combine the trip with a work meeting in 
Orlando.  As a result, work would pick up the tab to fly 
me to Florida and back. 

Having checked weather forecasts during the week 
leading up to the regatta, I knew that there would be 
some rain and wind in Tampa, but I had no idea how 
much.  As the plane approached Tampa, the sky 
began to cloud up and the passengers began to feel 
the occasional ―bump‖ as the plane encountered some 
turbulence.  Getting closer to Tampa, the turbulence 
increased, and people began to make remarks about 
the lightning outside the plane. 

I became increasingly concerned as the plane 
continued to rock back and forth and up and down as 
we approached the airport.  Sweat began to form on 
my forehead, and I was beginning to wonder how 
much longer it was going to take to land the plane.  I 
knew I was in trouble when the pilot announced, ―we 
are now back where we were 40 minutes ago.‖  
Double-checking for the location of the ―air sick‖ bag, I 
learned that the pilots had already aborted one landing 
attempt and were trying for a second time to land the 
plane.  For my part, I just wanted that plane safely on 
the ground, and the sooner the better! 

Eventually the pilots landed the plane without 
incident.  As I was disembarking and the passengers 
were congratulating the pilots on a job well done, a 
thought occurred to me.  During the entire time that I 
was getting motion sickness from all of the turbulence, 
I forgot that I had seasick pills in my carry-on.  That‘s 
right, just three feet above my head was relief from 
what had to be the worst flight of my life.  Normally, I 
take the pills to prevent any queasiness when sailing 
on Lake Erie.  Guess what I‘m going to use those pills 
for in the future? 

Despite my rocky flight to Tampa, the Midwinters 
experience was great.  Yes, we were rained out on 
Friday, and yes, it was very windy on Saturday, 
keeping many sailors on shore.  But you just couldn‘t 
beat the hospitality of the Davis Island Yacht Club, or 
the camaraderie of the other Interlake sailors.  Only 
eight boats made the trip this year, so the group of 
Interlake sailors was small.  But this allowed us to pull 
tables together and enjoy each other‘s company when 
going out to lunch or dinner.  I also got to know some 
of the Interlakers from other clubs as we shared our 
experiences about camping in 20-knot winds and 
constant rain.  Misery has a way of bringing people 
together. 

Everyone was very helpful in getting the boats in 
and out of the water at the lifts, getting them ready to 
sail, and packing them up when it was time to leave.  
People offered to share their gear to help with camping 
or rigging the boats.  I honestly can‘t say that I have 

ever experienced such a helpful and social 
atmosphere, while at the same time, competing against 
these same people on the water.   

Maybe it was the challenging conditions of the 
sailing or the small number of boats, but whatever it 
was, I wish every regatta could have that same sense 
of cooperation and social interaction.  My work meeting 
in Orlando was nice, but it wasn‘t nearly as fun as the 
sailing. 
 

Tim Lohner 
 

 

It never really occurred to me that not everyone 
would go out to sail on that honkin' Saturday (average 
winds 20-25), so crew and I felt like we would have the 
jump on everyone when we were first out of the harbor. 
Before long we were planing on a reach without the 
chute and taking big spray over the bow. As we looked 
back we noticed very few Interlakes behind, but by the 
time we hailed in at the RC boat we were mostly 
occupied with keeping the boat bottom side down. After 
several minutes of this we could make out three other 
Interlake sails on the way, but had concluded that 
racing was not going to be possible for us. We turned 
around and started screaming back to the club. I 
later figured that the wind did relent some as we were 
headed back, but whether it was that or finally getting 
into racing mode (after not having been in the boat for 
five months), we realized we were actually handling the 
boat ok and made one final turn back to the starting 
area. We surprisingly arrived in time for the start (we 
must have been at least half way to the club) and had a 
memorable morning of racing. 
   

Alan Freeland 
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Midwinters started out rainy and breezy - too breezy 
unfortunately.  We spent Friday on the porch watching 
the postpone flag and hoping we would get to go. It 
would have been great to sail, but it was also nice to 
have time to catch up with all of our friends.   

Saturday morning brought a great day for sailing. It 
was still a stiff breeze but manageable. The racing was 
very close on Saturday. I was fortunate to be racing 
with Joe Hurst and my son David.  The upwind legs 
were a workout and the guys did a great job.  The 
downwind legs were an exciting ride despite the fact 
that no one would fly their spinnakers. There were a 
few times when we were behind that we discussed the 
possibility, but it always seemed to be a 2-1 vote. We 
were able to win the first race with some fortunate shifts 
at the windward mark. Team Fisher (Matt, Lisa, and 
Amanda) sailed smart and solid all day winning the last 
two races.   

The fleet raced remarkably tight with very little 
distance between the 1

st
 and last place boats. There 

were plenty of lead changes and nobody could get 
away from the pack. Mike McClinchie (with Bill Smith 
and Tom Eisert) sailed very well in Mike‘s new boat and 
not only chalked up some nice finishes but also 

Pl Sail Crew R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 R 5 R 6 Total 

1 1417 Matt, Lisa & Amanda Fisher (2) 1  1  2  2  1  7  

2 1402 Steve and David Aspery, Joe Hurst 1  (2) 2  1  1  2  7  

3 1370 Jeff Clark, Tim Cullenen, Cara Sanderson-Bown 3  (5) 3  4  3  3  16  

4 1305 Alan Freeland, Lindsey Holmes, Tim Lohner 4  4  4  (7) 5  4  21  

5 1317 Clark Chapin & Bill Chapin (9\DNC) 9\DNC 9\DNC 3  4  5  30  

6 1424 Mike McClinchie, Bill Smith, Tom Eisert 5  3  (9\DNF) 8  8  9\DNS 33  

7 1248 Kevin Bracy & Becky Vardian (9\DNC) 9\DNC 9\DNC 5  6  7  36  

8 1325 Ron Gall & Jim Davis (9\DNC) 9\DNC 9\DNC 6  7  6  37  

 

Midwinters Results 

Team Three Rivers (Mike McClinchie, Bill Smith & 
Tom Eisert) arrived in Tampa on the Sunday before 
Midwinters with our brand new Interlake.  1424 made its 
maiden voyage on Monday under sunny skies and 7-8 
mph winds.  My crew did a great job tuning up the new 
rig.  The first day of racing we were having a great day in 
the big waves and wind.  The second race we managed 
to pull out a third place finish.  In the last race that day, 
we were in third place with about 200 yards to go when 
we went swimming attempting to execute a jibe at the 
leeward mark.  The water certainly felt warmer than 59 
degrees.  Thanks to all the Interlakers who sailed around 
picking up our stuff!  A huge thanks to Joe Hurst who 
selflessly left his nice dry Team Aspery boat to help bail 
out a very swamped 1424.  The greatest asset this class 
has is Interlake sailors, and I am looking forward to 
another great sailing season. 
 

Mike McClinchie  
 

 

demonstrated recovery from capsize in heavy breeze 
and waves. The crews had already decided that three 
races was enough in the breeze, Mike‘s capsize at the 
finish sealed the deal.  Saturday night we were all a 
little beat up but we enjoyed a great meal at the club 
and the Interlakes were the last sailors to leave that 
night. I‘ve since seen some pictures and it appears 
that we all had a pretty good time.  

Sunday was a beautiful day with good breeze and 
sunshine. The racing was again very close and we 
were able to fly the chutes. We won the first two races 
but Matt patiently hung in and won the last race, 
winning the regatta. Team R not only provided 
entertainment all weekend, they also sailed solidly into 
third place with Alan Freeland and crew on their heels 
in fourth. Clark and Bill Chapin didn‘t sail Saturday but 
were a factor Sunday to finish fifth overall with Mike 
McClinchie, Kevin Bracy, and Ron Gall finishing out 
the fleet. We were a small fleet but extremely 
competitive in challenging conditions. We enjoyed 
sunshine, camaraderie, and a great event. I‘ll definitely 
be back; I hope we see you there next year too. 
  

Steve Aspery 
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 Interlake Sailing Class Association 

2010 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA 
Including: Women’s, Juniors, & Masters National Championships 

July 28 - 31 — Indian Lake — Russells Point, Oh 

Organizing authority: Interlake Sailing Class Association (ISCA) 

Hosted by: Indian Lake Yacht Club and Fleet 10 

N O T I C E   O F   R A C E 
1 - Rules — 

1.1 - The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The 2009-2012 Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 
including the ISCA Bylaws for sanctioned events. 

1.2 - Bow numbers will be assigned and given to each entered boat. They shall be displayed on both sides of the 
hull near the bow, the actual location on each boat to be determined by the Chief Measurer. 

1.3 - The following rules will be changed. These changes will appear in full in the Sailing Instructions. 

(a) RRS App A2 will be changed to provide that when fewer than six (6) races are completed a boats score will 
be the total of her race scores. 

(b) RRS 26 and App A4.1 will be changed to provide that a boat starting later than five (5) minutes after her 
starting signal will be scored Did Not Start (DNS) without a hearing.  

(c) RRS 35 will be changed to provide that the time limit for the first boat to finish each race will be ninety (90) 
minutes and the time limit for the first boat to round the first mark will be thirty (30) minutes. 

(d) RRS 35 and App A4.1 will be changed to provide that boats failing to finish within thirty (30) minutes after 
the first boat finishes will be scored Time Limit Expired (TLE) without a hearing.  This changes RRS A5 and 
A11. 

 (e) RRS 66 will be changed to provide that on the last day of the regatta, a request to reopen a hearing shall 
be delivered within the protest time limit if the party requesting reopening was informed of the decision on 
the previous day or no later than 30 minutes after the party requesting reopening was informed of the 
decision on that day. 

2 - Advertising — 

- The event is designated Category C, per ISAF Regulation 20.3, and is subject to the additional restrictions 
found in Article IX of the ISCA Interlake Specifications. 

3 - Eligibility & Entry —  

3.1 - The regatta is open to all Interlake Class boats and to all persons who meet the ISCA requirements for 
sanctioned events contained in Article VI of the ISCA Bylaws. 

3.2 - The Women‘s Championship is open to all women.  

3.3 - The Junior Championship is open to all skippers and crew under 20 years of age on July 1
st
 2010 3.4 - The 

Masters Championship is open to all skippers who are at least 60 years of age on July 1
st
 2010. (No age 

restrictions for crew.) 

3.5 - Eligible competitors may enter by completing the entry form and sending it together with the required fee to 
— Interlake National Championship Regatta;  

        c/o   Dan Graf 
           503 W. Auglaize St. 
           Wapakoneta, Oh 45895 

 postmarked by July 1
st

, 2010.  Make checks to ―Interlake Fleet 10‖. 

3.6 - Late entries will be accepted under the following conditions — 

a – Entries for Championship & Challenger fleets that are postmarked after July 1
st
 or presented at the regatta 

are subject to a $25 late fee. 

b - The deadline for presentation of entries at the event for ladies & juniors is 1000 hrs on Wednesday July 
28

th
.  The deadline for Championship, Challenger & Masters is 1600 hrs Wednesday, July 28

th
.  

c - Competitors intending to register late are asked to notify the Regatta Committee of their intent prior to 
arrival at the event. 
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3.8 – Waiver.  All entrants must sign a ―Waiver of Liability‖ releasing the ILYC and the ISCA from all liability.  
Junior entrants under age 18 must have a guardian sign this release.  Waivers will be available at registration 
at the ILYC. 

4 - Fees — Required fees are as follows — 

 EVENT FEE (JULY 1 OR EARLIER) LATE FEE (AFTER JULY 1) 

 National Championship $95 $25 

 Junior Championship $25 $--- 

 Women‘s Championship $25 $--- 

 Masters Championship (entry is included in the National Championship) 

  * Non-USSailing members add $10 

5 - Schedule — 

5.1 - The Junior and Women‘s National Championships will be contested on Wednesday July 28
th
. Up to four (4) 

races will be scheduled and these will be run back-to-back with separate starts for each class. 

5.2 - The Masters will be contested as part of the National Championship Thursday, July 29
th
 thru Saturday, July 31

st
.  

5.3 – The number of races on a given day will be at the discretion of the NRC and Race Committee. 

DAY DATE                         EVENT  TIME   

Tuesday 27
th 

Registration & Measurement  1800 – 2000 hrs  

Wednesday 28
th
  Registration & Measurement*  0900 - 1800* hrs  

         *Registration & Measurement for Juniors & Women will close at 1100 hrs  

 (priority given to women and juniors) 

  Competitors Meeting - Juniors & Women 1130 hrs  

  First Warning Signal**- Juniors & Women 1230 hrs 

 **No warning signal will be made after 1700 hrs on Wednesday. 

  Competitors Meeting - Nationals & Masters*** 1900 hrs  

 ***or after Ladies and Juniors Finish, whichever is later. 

Thursday 29
th
 First Warning Signal - Nationals & Masters 1000 hrs 

Friday 30
th
 First Warning Signal  1000 hrs 

Saturday 31
st 

First Warning Signal**  1000 hrs 

 **No warning signal will be made after 1400 hrs on Saturday. 

6 - Measurement — Completion of the measurement forms is a mandatory part of sign-in and registration and must 
be completed by Wednesday, July 28

th
 at 1800. 

7 - Sailing Instructions — will be available at registration. 

8 - Venue — will be Indian Lake. 

9 - Courses — As approved by the NRC and descibed in the Sailing Instructions. 

9.1 - An offset mark (Mk 1a) may be used when a weather leg is followed by a leeward leg. 

9.2 - A leeward gate (Mks 3S & 3P) may be used at the end of a leeward leg. When used, boats shall sail 
between the marks and round either mark.  

10 - Scoring —  

10.1 – For Ladies and Juniors up to four (4) races are scheduled, of which one (1) shall be completed to consist a 
series and there shall be no throw-outs.  

10.2 - Entrants will be divided into Championship, Challenger, and JAM fleets - choice is at the discretion of the 
skipper declared at sign-in or registration.  In order for the three fleet format to occur a minimum of six (6) 
yachts must elect to compete in the Challenger fleet and additionally a minimum of three (3) yachts must elect 
to compete in the JAM fleet.  Otherwise there shall be one fleet and it shall be the Championship fleet. 

10.3 – For the Championship fleet, Ten (10) races are scheduled, of which three (3) races shall be completed to 
constitute a series. 

10.4 – For the Challenger fleet, seven (7) races are schedule, of which three (3) races shall be completed to 
constitute a series. 
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10.5 – The JAM fleet will sail along with the Challenger fleet – sharing the same starting sequence, but will be 
scored separately from the Challenger division.     

10.6 – Master‘s scoring:  Master‘s competitors may enter either fleet.  Their final place scores will be compared 
between fleets based on the following formula:  ―Championship place = Challenger place + ½ Championship 
fleet (rounded up)‖.  In the event of a tie between competitors in different fleets, the competitor in the 
Championship fleet will be granted the win.  

10.7 - When fewer than six (6) races have been completed, a boats score will be the total of her race scores. This 
changes RRS A2.  

11 - Support Boats —Team leaders, coaches and other support personnel shall stay outside areas where boats are 
racing from the time of the preparatory signal for the first Fleet to start until all boats have finished or the race 
committee signals a postponement, general recall, or abandonment.  

12 - Launching & Berthing — The primary space for launching and storage of boats is the ILYC parking lot.  If the 
ILYC deems necessary, additional arrangements will be announced at registration. 

13 - Haul-Out Restrictions — none. 

14 - Prizes — will be awarded as follows — 

14.1 - Championship Perpetual Trophy to the Skipper & Crew placing 1st in the Championship Division.  

14.2 - Individual Trophies to the Skipper & Crew placing 1st thru 10th in the Championship Division. 

14.3 - Best First Nationals Award for Skipper & Crew (outside of top 10). 

14.4 - Challenger Perpetual Trophy to the Skipper & Crew placing 1st in the Challenger Division.  

14.5 - Individual Trophies to the Skipper & Crew placing 1st thru 5th in the Challenger Division. 

14.6 - F. K. Holtzman Award for the Best Fleet Participation (not host fleet). 

14.7 Youngest Sailor Award for youngest sailor (skipper or crew) sailing in all races in either Challenger or 
Champion Division. 

14.8 - Women‘s/Juniors/Masters Perpetual Trophies to the Skippers & Crews placing 1st in the 
Women‘s/Juniors/Masters Championships. 

14.9 - Individual Trophies to the Skippers & Crews placing 1st thru 3rd in the Women‘s/Juniors Championships. 

15 - Disclaimer Of Liability — Sailing is an activity that has an inherent risk of damage and injury.  Competitors in 
this event are participating entirely at their own risk.  See RRS 4 – Decision to Race.  The race organizers 
(Organizing Authority, Race Committee, Protest Committee, Host Club, Sponsors, or any other organization or 
official) will not be held responsible for damage to any boat or other property, or the injury to any competitor, 
including death, sustained as a result of participation in this event.  By participating in this event, each competitor 
agrees to release the race organizers from any and all liability associated with such competitor‘s participation in 
this event to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

16 - Insurance — Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum 
cover of $100,000 per event (accident) or the equivalent. 

— END OF NOTICE OF RACE — 
Location -  Indian Lake Yacht Club, 246 Chase Ave. Russells Point, Ohio 43448 

Housing — Russells Point is located 15 miles east of I-75 and 10 miles west of Bellefontaine in central Ohio. For 
hotels, reservations and free info and a great website regarding all there is to do in our wonderful area, check out 
the 2010 Interlake Nationals webpage – www.indianlakeyachtclub.com .  There is limited tent camping permitted 
on the club property for this event. 

Social — See event website for daily schedule, meal plans and more.   

Annual Meeting — The ISCA Annual meeting will be held Thursday, July 29
th
, at ILYC following the day‘s racing or 

during a weather postponement.   

Further Information — contact Chip Wood (614)378-9663   cmwood@columbus.rr.com   --Event 
website: www.indianlakeyachtclub.com  click on the ―2010 Interlake Nationals‖ link. 

Registration forms —  www.interlakesailing.org  and event website  www.indianlakeyachtclub.com  ―Interlake 
Nationals Tab. 

Other Contact Info — Indian Lake Yacht Club – (937) 843-4557 
 

http://www.indianlakeyachtclub.com/
http://www.indianlakeyachtclub.com/
http://www.interlakesailing.org/
http://www.indianlakeyachtclub.com/
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The US SAILING 
Spring Meeting was 
held in Providence, RI 
on March 18-21. 

Clark Chapin 
attended as a member of the House of Delegates as 
well as Chair of the Bylaws Committee. Steve Harris of 
Buckeye Lake attended as a member of the 
Championships Committee. Overall attendance was 
sparse with only about sixty volunteers present. 

Finances 

The Executive Director of the Staff in Portsmouth, 
Charlie Leighton, reported that even as a non-rule book 
year, 2010 was shaping up to be a positive year 
financially, based on the first two months. Membership 
was up both on a dollar and raw number basis. By all 
indications, 2010 will be the sixth year in a row with a 
budget surplus, a remarkable achievement. As 
Leighton put it, ―We‘re not leaking below the waterline 
anymore.‖ 

The State of the Sport 

President Gary Jobson summarized what he had 
learned in speaking at over 500 sailing clubs in the last 
several years. 

 Yacht clubs, in general, are 
doing OK in the current 
economic climate, but the 
average age of members is 
increasing. 

 Junior sailing in Optimists, 
420s, and the like is doing 
well, maybe too well in the 
sense that sometimes the 
coaches and parents can be 
fairly intense for young 
sailors. High school and 
college sailing are also 
doing well. 

 On the other hand, 
attracting and retaining 
young adults just out of 
college is an ongoing problem. To help in this regard, 
Gary challenged all of the 2010 committee chairs to 
make certain that their committees included a twenty-
something and a thirty-something. 

 Handicap racing is troubled by a multitude of different 
handicapping systems that each have strong support 
in certain geographic regions, but not others. 

Headquarters Tour 

For many of the volunteers, a highlight of the 
weekend was a tour of the Portsmouth headquarters 
that featured short presentations by all of the various 
departments and functions. The tour allowed both the  

staff and volunteers to match faces to the voices that 
they had heard over the telephone over the years. 

New Services for Sailors 

The staff described new services that are aimed 
toward newer, younger sailors. The most talked-about 
was the new iPhone application that contains the 
racing rules and the US SAILING prescriptions. It‘s 
available at the Application Store for $5.99. Over 475 
had been sold in the first three weeks of availability. A 
Version for the Droid phone is due next. 

Yacht Club Summit 2011 

US SAILING is organizing a meeting for yacht clubs 
in Chicago at the Fairmont Hotel on April 2-3, 2011. 
Each sailing club in the US will be asked to send a flag 
officer, their general manager, and (optionally) one 
other person. This is a pet project of President Jobson 
because clubs are the access points to the sport. The 
keynote speaker will be the infamous Ted Turner. 

To avoid having two significant US SAILING 
meetings within a two-week period, the 2011 Spring 
Meeting will be in conjunction with this summit. 

House of Delegates and Board of Directors 

The House of Delegates re-nominated Susan 
Epstein, an International 210 
sailor from Massachusetts to a 
three-year term on the Board of 
Directors. She will run 
unopposed in the election later 
this year. 

Club Judges Program 

The Judges Committee has 
realized that there are many 
people who may have a basic 
knowledge of the rules and are 
involved with protests at their 
own clubs, but are not 
interested in traveling to officiate 
at national or regional events. 

A pilot program that includes 
a one-day seminar, exam, and 

certification as a ―Club Judge‖ will be rolled out this 
year aimed especially at these people. 

2010 Annual Meeting 

The 2010 Annual Meeting will once again be held in 
Scottsdale, AZ next October. Why Arizona? Because 
it‘s a warm weather site, the air fare and room rates are 
reasonable, and there is no sailing that gets done at 
the meeting. The One-Design Class Council will meet 
as well as the House of Delegates, Board of Directors, 
and the other Councils and Committees. 

 

Janine Connolly and Lee Parks explain the 
workings or the Publications and Inshore 
Departments at the US SAILING HQ. 

US SAILING Moving Ahead in Heavy Seas 
Focusing on Services to Members in Troubled Times 

By Clark Chapin, ISCA US Sailing Representative 
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I like to picture our late 
friend and fellow-sailor, Tim 
Dowling (left), smiling down at 
us as he watched the action at 
his beloved Clark Lake YC Fall 
Regatta held September 22-
23. Given the perfect weekend 
of weather, one could well 
imagine Tim checking in with 

the Big Boss up above and putting in a good word for 
us sailors. Be that as it may, we did get warm sunshine 
with temperatures in the 70's F (20's C) and lovely mid-
range winds that made the sailing attractive to both 
beginners and experts alike. 

As always, we visitors were warmly welcomed, 
whether we arrived Friday night or Saturday morning. 
The beer keg was certainly very operational (courtesy 
of Dan Hockenberry) by the time Marc and I arrived 
about 2030 hrs on Friday night - a welcome and 
refreshing change from the more than an hour we had 
spent hanging around at the bridge in Detroit, waiting 
for the very lackadaisical U.S. customs officers to do us 
the gigantic favour of selling Marc his green $6 visa. To 
be fair, I must say that after numerous border 
crossings, I suppose we were bound to have a bad 
experience sooner or later after having received 
nothing but friendly, efficient and courteous welcomes 
into the U.S. on previous occasions. 

For this, the 2nd annual Tim Dowling Memorial 
Regatta, the Dowlings once more attended in serious 
numbers.  As always, our Clark Lake hosts looked after 
us all superbly. By the time registration was complete, 
there were 42 entries: 18 Rebels, 13 Interlakes, 8 
Sunfish and 3 Wayfarers (plus Uncle Al who was 
sailing a Rebel).  PRO Mike Smith gave up his 
weekend of Rebel racing to run our races, and a fine 
job he and his helpers did, too! 

With 5 to 10 knots of breeze coming more or less 
from the west, Mike confirmed the usual 1300 hrs start 
time and his hopes to complete three Saturday races.  

Mike had us sail a nice, challenging course of 5-1-2-
3-4-finish, and did indeed give us three races as 

 

This is your newsletter – 
contribute! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for the next Intercom is 
June 1, 2010 

 

Please send articles and photos to 

LAspery@columbus.rr.com 

ISCA Member/Builder Committee 

Created by the ISCA Executive Committee to 
promote a positive relationship with Customflex 
and assist members in resolving difficulties with 
service and parts.  Members should contact one of 
the committee members for assistance. 

Bob Bradley 734-243-0974 

Scott Savage 614-889-7729  

Steve Wiseman 734-663-3217 
 

Yes, you can 

Advertise in the intercom! 
   

 
Products – Services – Events – Etc. 

 
 

Rates per issue: 
Full Page (not cover) $60 
2/3 Page            $45 
Half Page    $30 
1/4 Page $15 

 
Please contact: 

LAspery@columbus.rr.com 
Steve & Lisa Aspery 

(614) 841-1846 

 
 

 

 

This is not a recommended method for mooring your 

boat.  (at least the dinghy still floats!)     DIYC harbor 

Know someone who would like to sail a 
competitive Interlake for the  

2010 sailing season? 
 

Apply for the Interlake boat grant at 
www.interlakesailing.org 

 

Mike McClinchie, with Tom and Bill, takes the 

newest Interlake out for a race on Tampa Bay. 
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ISCA OFFICERS 
 
President 

AJ Savage          614-792-2855 
Dublin, OH  
endurancerace@wowway.com 

 
Vice President 
Scott Savage      614-505-6363 

Columbus, OH  
savage.6@osu.edu 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Ron Gall             419-450-6972 
Toledo, OH  
ron.gall@yahoo.com 

 
Chief Measurer 
Jeff Clark            614-487-8787 

Upper Arlington, OH 
Jeffc1370@yahoo.com 
 

Intercom Editors 
Steve & Lisa Aspery 
Worthington, OH   614-841-1846 

LAspery@columbus.rr.com 

steve@darifill.com 
  
Past President 

Jim Bradley        419-874-2691 
Perrysburg, OH  
jtbradley@accesstoledo.com 

 
VP Marketing 
Bob Sagan         231-929-3555 

Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  

 
 

VP Northern Ohio 
Brad Balmert      440-282-4079 
Lorain, OH    

kb1384@centurytel.net 
 
VP Southern Ohio 

Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033 
Westerville, OH  
mike1424@me.com 

 
VP Michigan 
Jim Milliman       231-883-6222 

Traverse City, MI  
millimansb@aol.com   
 

VP Indiana / East Coast 
Don Wilson         317-272-6801 
Avon, IN 

jaws1374@sbcglobal.net 
 
Interlake Class Historian 

Mike Muhn          419-626-2615 
Sandusky, OH 
mjmgoskins@yahoo.com 
 
 

FLEET CAPTAINS 
 
 

Fleet #1 Sandusky SC 
Kevin Bracy       440-915-2780 
Westlake, OH    

cwrukicker@hotmail.com 
 
Fleet #4 Jolly Roger SC 

Ron Gall             419-450-6972 
Toledo, OH  
ron.gall@yahoo.com 

Fleet #5 Mohican SC 
Joe Murr             330-465-8692 
Wooster, OH    

joemurr@hotmail.com 
   

Fleet #6 Portage Lakes YC 
Darwin Steele     330-633-3848 
Tallmadge, OH  

DarwinSteele@att.net  
 

Fleet #7 Clark Lake YC 
Paul Gies 
Jackson, MI        517-392-0149 

paulgies@comcast.net 
 

Fleet #10 Indian Lake YC 
Ron Seiter         937-898-9056 
Dayton, OH  

RSeiter@woh.rr.com 
 

Fleet #13 American Sailing 
Institute 

Michael Golden  248-549-3030 
Royal Oak, MI  
michael-golden@msn.com 
 

Fleet #14 North Cape YC 

Denny Dieball     419-729-1758 
Toledo, OH 
judithd729@aol.com 
 

Fleet #17 Lorain Sailing & YC 

Rich Wismer     440-308-6834 
 
 

Fleet #22 Portage YC 
Todd Willford      734-253-2745 

Pinckney, MI 
toddwillford@yahoo.com 

Fleet #23 Leatherlips YC 
Bill McDonald     614-975-7866 
Worthington, OH  

wmcdonald@columbus.rr.com   
 
Fleet #24 Hoover  SC 

Mike McClinchie 614-330-1033 
Westerville, OH  
mike1424@me.com 

 
Fleet #28 Indianapolis SC 
Don Wilson         317-272-6801 

Avon, IN    
jaws1374@sbcglobal.net 
   

Fleet #38 Grand Traverse YC 
Bob Sagan       231-929-3555 

Traverse City, MI  
BSagan1411@charter.net  
 

Fleet #39 Mid-Atlantic 
Mike Magee     703-283-8458 

Alexandria, VA  
mmagee@atsitere.com 
 

Fleet #40 Buckeye Lake 
Tracey Davis     614-446-0131 

Westerville, OH 
mtmdavis@juno.com 
 

Builder 
Terry Kilpatrick   419-875-5106 
Whitehouse,OH  

fax 419-875-5109 
Customflex@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Jeff Clark            614-487-8787 

Jeffc1370@yahoo.com 

Photos by Lynn Savage 

Classified Ads: 

Interlake 1408 White on white. Purchased new and rigged 

100% for racing. Delivered just under 650 pounds needing 
only about 5 pounds of lead to make weight. Harken race lite 
blocks. Refitted with low/no stretch low weight lines 
throughout. Comes with the stock rudder and a custom Phil‘s 
Foils rudder (finish customization by Howdy King) designed to 
utilize best of specification tolerances. We have about $800 
invested in this rudder. Carbon fiber tiller extension. Carbon 
fiber 8‘ 1‖ & stock aluminum spinnaker poles. Travel hull & 
skirted trailer covers. Two sets spinnaker sheets (light & 
heavy air). 2 Quantum spinnakers, 2 Quantum jibs (one with 
snaps removed from leech for light air). 1 Quantum main 
sailed about 1 season. Racing compass. She is very fast! 
Located Carmel Indiana. $11,900. Call Mark Hicks (317) 219-
9891 for information. Email cscotthicks@gmail.com for 
images. 

Interlake 603 - white hull and deck, seats, appears sound 

floor and deck. Some trunk work to stop delamination, 
overweight about 110 pounds, no sails, trailer not roadworthy, 
full mooring cover, restitched, located in Columbus, Ohio cell 
614-203-7623.  David Landis 

Interlake 466  EXCELLENT CONDITION!  Completely 

restored by Denny Dieball in 2003.  Boat is light gray with a 
beautiful varnished mahogany deck and transom.  Teak 
floorboards with two bailers and four built-in cup holders!  
New Harken jib tracks and custom Nickels Boat Works 

Lightning style jib block system in 2008.  All Harken carbo 
blocks.  New Maffioli main, jib, and spin sheets in 2007.  New 
upgraded wire to rope jib halyard with halyard purchase 
system just before Nationals this year.  Cut down centerboard 
trunk with stainless steel board.  This boat is 1 pound over 
minimum weight.  Nice trailer with new bearings in 2004.  
Mooring cover included.    Boat comes with a 2006 North 
main, 2007 North jib, and 2005 North Spinnaker.  Great 
Interlake that is light, fast, and very stiff (new stringers in 
2004).  Boat has always been meticulously maintained and 
has only been stored in a heated storage garage.  $5,500.  
Pictures available upon request.  Please contact Jim Ward at 
216 529-4692 jimward7@hotmail.com 

Interlake 342 - Own a piece of history! , Frequent winner! 
Close to original, but with upgraded rigging, all original 
mahogany, 2 sets of sails, one only used about 5 times, 2 
centerboards, brand new mooring cover-- (never used) 
included, trailer included. Could  use a coat of paint and 
varnish $3500 wjj6@juno.com 419-945-2194 Wes Lambert 

Interlake 1261 with galvanized Tene trailer, as-is condition. 

One side of the trunk needs new wood inserted and epoxied. 
Includes one set of sails in fair condition. Pastel blue hull. 
New rub rail and trunk cut down by Dieball in 2000. Raced in 
Nationals a few years ago. Asking $2000 OBO  Call Joe Murr 
330-465-8692 Mansfield, Ohio MSC 
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