
The

Intercom
Official Newsletter of the Interlake Sailing Class Association

June 2006



www.interlakesailing.org

MEMBER

Anniversary Flashback



The Intercom 2



The Intercom 3

From the President
By Kevin Bracy, Interlake #1248

Welcome to the 2006
Sailing Season! I hope your
spring maintenance program
went well and was very
limited. All of the dust is off
my boat, but I’m still finding
pine needles from the
CustomFlex boat yard. The
trailer is in fine working order
with new bearing buddies

(these are important as I found out last fall) and the lights
actually work this year as well. Please bring your boat
and trailer to an Interlake event of your choice and we can
compare maintenance notes.

The Class is enjoying a fantastic membership year
with more than 30 additional members from last year’s
rolls. THANK YOU! There is no Class without
members and we’re very happy to have each and every
one of you. Please continue to communicate with the
Executive Committee and let them know what you would
like to see from your Class. The Committee is still
working on our collective telepathy capabilities, but a
new model of Interlake with those skills is still in
development. Consequently, we need your input and
feedback to continue serving the Class in the way that you
find most valuable. If you have not joined the Class or
you know of a crew member in need of an Associate
membership, please contact Ron Gall or any member of
the Executive Committee. We want to ensure that
everyone is part of the fun.

In addition to members, we are also looking for the
Class leaders of tomorrow. Hank Boissoneault, Past
President, is leading the Nomination Committee for the
2007 Class Officers. If you, or someone you know,
would be interested in serving on the Executive
Committee, please contact Hank. From my experience,
it’s a wonderful way to get to know a lot of great sailors,
see the various fleets that make up the Class, and learn
more about what makes the Interlake such a great boat
and a great Class.

Beyond the administrative notes, it’s sailing time!
The racing calendar is off to a strong start as we had 33
boats at Leatherlips, a good representation of 5 boats at
Potomac River Sailing Association, and 19 boats at the
Cattail. Per usual, the sailing was great, the tales were
tall, the food was good, and fun was had by all. I look
forward to seeing all of you at the rest of the Interlake
events this summer.

Speaking of sailing events, I’ll put in another reminder
to mark your calendars for Nationals. The Hooverlips
crowd is planning a spectacular event and we look

forward to seeing as many Interlakes as possible there.
Our Class meteorologist has put in a special request for
appropriate winds and we have good notice that the
forecast will favorable.

To paraphrase a somewhat famous quote,
“If you fail to plan for sailing, you plan to not have

any fun this summer.”
No one needs that! Go mark up your calendars now

and get out on the water!
Best wishes for a wonderful sailing season, full of

good times, fond memories, and time well spent with
family and friends.

Warm seas and calm breezes.
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Intercom Feature
The 50th Anniversary of

CUSTOMFLEX
By Terry Kilpatrick, builder

This year marks a 50-year production run of
INTERLAKE sailboats by CUSTOMFLEX, INC. Few one-
design classes have a 50-year relationship with the original
builder of fiberglass production boats. In today’s one-design
market, many builders and classes have come and gone.
Working together with the ISCA, we have successfully dealt
with many challenges over the years and have always moved
forward in a positive direction to maintain the fundamental
guiding principle of “one-design equality”. Certainly changes
and improvements in construction and rigging have been
made, but the fact still remains that the hull dimensions and
sail plan are still as drawn by Francis Sweisguth in 1932.
This fact is evident in the interchangeability of hulls and
decks back to the first all-fiberglass production Interlake 161.

Fifty years is a long time to chronicle, I thought it might
be interesting the do a review of the history of the Interlake
and CUSTOMFLEX from the viewpoint of someone who
has been directly involved since 1964. In this format, I’ll
break the history in 10-year intervals. So here goes:

1956 ---- 1965 The Early Years
The first fiberglass Interlake was built and sold in 1956.

Bill Miller of Maumee Ohio bought Interlake 160. A molded
fiberglass hull and a plywood deck were patterned after the
wooden version, which was built by some small boat yards
and individuals. Lacking first hand knowledge of what lead
to the creation of the fiberglass Interlake, I will not speculate
what did or did not happen. Several Sandusky Sailing Club
members and Vince DiMaio got together and Interlake 160
was the product of the effort.

Vince was a very talented chemical engineer who worked
for the fledgling Owens-Corning Company in the very early
days of the company’s market development. After some time
with O-C, Vince went out on his own to see what he could
do. CUSTOM PRODUCTS was the name of the company he

In the 1950’s,Toledo was a center for the fiberglass
reinforcements produced by Owens-Corning. There were
also several chemical plants very actively developing the
plastics, which were the building blocks of molded fiberglass
reinforced plastics. It would only be a matter of time before
Vince would figure out how to build a mold and design the
composite laminate to produce the first glass Interlake.
Overcoming the technical and financial problems, he was
able to build a $10,000 Interlake.

The simple design of the Interlake has remained the
prototype for the past fifty years. Every detail from the
aluminum rub rail, fiberglass covered floorboards, varnished
mahogany cockpit coaming, spruce mast and boom, and cast
aluminum rudder made the boat a complete package. He sold
five Interlakes in the first year; and thirty-four the next year.
The boat was a hit. Very quickly he moved to a larger shop
from the original shop on Newton Street. The new shop on
South Street offered more space for the expanding business.
Ironically, it was located on the opposite side of the street
from Ray Greene who was building the 16-foot Rebel
sailboat. The next move, several years later, offered a home
for the next 27 years on Palmwood Avenue.

This facility was three stories high with a center clear
span area in which the mast could be stepped indoors and a
boat rigging could be thoroughly checked prior to delivery.
Quality was always foremost and the final checkout insured
that everything fit together and worked before the customer
took delivery. The second and third floor balconies provided
ample storage for completed boats awaiting shipment.

The 1960’s brought about some additions to the
CUSTOMFLEX product line. In 1960, the 11-foot Penguin
became a production boat. It, too, was a conversion from a
homebuilt plywood boat to a molded fiberglass product. The
next year, CUSTOMFLEX started building 19-foot Flying
Scot sailboats on a license from Sandy Douglass.

The addition of the Flying Scot lead to some basic
changes and improvements in the Interlake. The use of the
balsa wood core to stiffen the hull and deck came from the

continued

started to pursue his dream. Along the way he
designed and built numerous machines to form,
coat or apply fiberglass products for the rapidly
growing insulation market.

Prior to coming to Toledo, Vince grew up in
Rhode Island and graduated from the University
of Rhode Island. Growing up on the water, his
love of sailing lasted until his death. When he got
to Ohio, he found the Great Lakes to his liking
and he discovered the Interlake. After building
and restoring several wooden Interlakes, he came
to the realization that there had to be a better way
to build a better, cost effective, low maintenance
Interlake.

A 1967 advertisement
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Martin Howell and Scott check wingspans

Flying Scot. At first, only the deck was cored, but with the
introduction of the deck with molded seats in 1965, the
floorboards were eliminated and the hull was cored. The
replacement of the wooden mast and boom also took place at
this time. Dimishing supplies of spruce and high
maintenance led naturally to the adoption of the aluminum
mast and boom extrusions used on the Flying Scot. The
current aluminum rub rail was substituted for the original flat
rail.

The timing was perfect and the availability of a varied
product line helped sell boats over a wider market. Once a
boat show novelty among the wooden boat market, the
fiberglass boats were gaining consumer acceptance. Within
ten years wood boats would be reduced to minor players in
the marine market. As resins got better, the size and
complexity of boats grew and the prices of boats were
reduced, which helped the new marine leisure market
explode.

I first met Vince in 1962 while I was crewing on
Interlake 157 with Bill Mills in the Toledo Sailing Club
Wednesday Night race series. Somehow things were never
the same for me after meeting Vince. His unique personality
became a long time resource of knowledge, humor and
admiration for the rest of my life. In 1964, while I was
studying civil engineering at the University of Toledo, I
decided to build my own sailboat. I was fascinated by an
article in Yachting Magazine about the One-of-a-Kind
regatta sponsored by the magazine. The boat that caught my
attention was a beach boat from California called a Malibu
Outrigger. She was an asymmetric hulled outrigger that
weighted 300# and carried 190 sq feet of sail on an unstayed
wooden mast. It was fast and did well in moderate surf off
the beach. Hobie Alter learned to sail on one before he
designed the Hobie Cat. Somehow I managed to overlook the

fact that there wasn’t any surf on Lake Erie and there were
only a couple of these boats east of the Rockies. While
under construction, I encountered some wood working issues
and stopped by Vince’s shop for some advice. He listened
intently and answered my questions, but he must have
wondered just what the heck was I thinking. I finished the
Outrigger and he helped me learn how to sail it. His curiosity
of new things was an inspiration to me.

After getting to know Vince, I asked him if there were
openings for part-time help during the off-season. He
responded by offering a job cleaning the shop and doing the
varnish work on tillers and the wood trim on the Flying Scot.
When not in class, I could be found at 1817 Palmwood; I was
hooked on the smell of resin and varnish. During the
summers, I worked as an Engineer-in-Training for the Ohio
Department of Highways. I still kept working nights at the
shop.

By 1965, 336 Interlakes were built and delivered all over
the country. In 1965 Vince decided to update the deck with
molded seats in response to the day sailing market, which
was being driven by the George O’Day product line. The
first seated deck was built in the fall of 1965. The
floorboards were removed and the new hull construction
featured a balsa cored fiberglass laminate, which
significantly stiffened the previous method of floor
stiffeners, which served as the mounting system for the
plywood floorboards.

The first ten years were certainly exciting and set the tone
for the following years.

To be continued

From The Mainsheet, January 1963
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HooverLips Nationals 2006
Fun ~ Friendly ~ Affordable

By Lisa Aspery, Interlake #1335
The Interlake Fleets at Hoover and Leatherlips invite you

for a long weekend of sailing, food, and fun. We are working
overtime to make this an event that is easy on our guests. Here
are some of the things we have planned.

SAILING
Interlake National Championships – the name sounds

imposing, but there is something at Nationals for everyone.
We start out with the Women’s National Championship, and
the Junior National Championship, both one-day events held
on July 26. Women’s Nationals is for all women crews, and all
skill levels are welcome. Many of us sail on other boats, but
this is a chance to skipper or sail with some friends.

Junior Nationals is open to any crew of sailors under the
age of 20. Several junior teams use Junior Nationals as a
tune-up for other events during the sailing season. Teams
don’t even have to be Interlake sailors – they just need to find
an Interlake to borrow. The Women’s and Juniors races each
have their own start.

The Interlake Nationals has top-notch racing in the
Championship Division. We’re expecting 5 or more past
Nationals champions to attend, plus many other talented sailors
that are looking for their first national title. The winner of this
division has the honor of representing the Interlake fleet at US
Sailing’s Championship of Champions regatta in October.

The Challenger Division is for those sailors who aren’t
quite ready for the pressure of the Championship Division, but
still want to enjoy competitive sailing. There are trophies for
the winners of this division as well.

This is the 70th year of the Interlake Sailing Class and we
need a big turnout to help celebrate. Bring your friends and
let’s make it 70 boats at Nationals!

FOOD
As far as the HooverLips organizers are concerned, the

food is almost as important as the sailing! We’re starting
things off with a bang with our famous Cajun Boil. We’ve
been perfecting this meal over the last few years at our regatta,
and if you ask those who’ve attended – it’s a reason to come all
by itself! What’s in the boil? Just shrimp, clams, mussels,
Andouille sausage, Italian sausage, chicken legs, carrots,
potatoes, corn on the cob, onion, spice, and a touch of lemon.
No one’s ever gotten up from this table hungry!

Thursday’s dinner is a celebration of Customflex’s 50th

anniversary and Interlake’s 70th. Terry Kilpatrick, our builder
and owner of Customflex is sponsoring Pizza Night. It’s
going to be a party! And because of Terry’s generosity – it’s
FREE!

Fiesta on Friday – Kristen, our resident food guru, has put
together a Mexican meal with lots of options. It’s make-your-

own, so you can make it just the way you like it. Top it off
with ice cream sundaes and everyone wins.

Finally, we will celebrate all of the competitors and applaud
the winners at the Awards Banquet. Our friends at
Leatherlips will host the banquet, weather permitting, on their
beautiful porch and lawn. The 1997 awards banquet was also
held on Leatherlips lawn, and the only thing nicer than the
hospitality was the full moon that rose across the water as
trophies were presented. I hear the LYC planners are getting
everything in line for this year’s banquet as well.

The banquet menu:
Chopped Salad

Three leafy greens chopped and tossed with
Italian style dressing and vegetables

BBQ Chicken
Plump Chicken breasts marinated in BBQ sauce and grilled

Pasta with Vegetables
Penne Pasta tossed in olive oil and Italian spices served with fresh

vegetables and topped with Parmesan Cheese

Broccoli Rice Almandine
Green Beans

Country style green beans with hint of smoky bacon

Rolls and Butter
Chocolate Mousse Cake

Dark Chocolate Cake with a Creamy Chocolate Mousse

ENTERTAINMENT
Wednesday’s Welcome Party gives all competitors and

their entourages an opportunity to meet new friends, catch up
with old buddies, and have a few cold ones. The business of
the evening will be the Skippers’ Meeting, where the Race
Instructions will be presented and any questions or concerns
discussed.

Your ISCA officers also have business to attend to; the
ISCA Annual Meeting will follow the Customflex Pizza
Party. Find out what your class officers have been doing this
year, and the plans they have for the future. This is also your
chance to voice your opinion, and to vote on the leadership for
next year.

Get your act together – show everyone you can do more
than just sail. Talent and Karaoke Night on Friday gives you
the stage. Plan something with your fleet, or go solo. Past
talent nights have yielded everything from talented singers,
original rap performances, and skits to the now legendary
Indian Lake paddle drill team.

We are doing our best to make the 2006 National
Championships – say it with me – fun, friendly, and affordable.
Remember that the host fleets are opening their homes and
camping is available at HSC for anyone who wants to save
money on hotels.

Please join us!
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NEED SAILING PARTS?
Get Expert Advice and a Great Price from KB Marine

KB Marine, Your Sailing Specialist, is a mail order company that specializes in LOW PRICING for full
sailboard hardware, rigging, line, compasses, carbon fiber poles, North Sails, Gill, Camet and Sailing
Angles clothing and more. Some of the companies we represent are:
 Anderson Bailers  Marlow  Schaefer Marine
 Boomkicker  McLube  Sea Dog
 Camet  Musto  Solcor Shock Cord
 Davis Instruments  New England Ropes  Sparcraft Hardware
 Douglas Gill  North Sails  Spartite
 Extra Sport  Plastimo  Spinlock
 Forespar  QuikVang  Sta-master
 Harken  Race-Lite  Suunto
 Hayn Marine  Ronstan  Tacktick Compass
 Johnson Marine Hardware  RWO  Titan
 Leatherman Tools  Sailing Angles  Tuff Luff
 Lewmar  Sailors Tailor  Tylaska Shackles
 Loos & Company  Sailtec Inc.  Vita-Plate
 Maffioli Ropes  Sampson  Wichard

 Yale Cordage

Contact Brad Balmert today via e-mail kb1384@centurytel.net
for a “no obligation” quote on all your boating needs
www.kbmarine.net

2006 Interlake National Championships
Schedule of Events

Tuesday, July 25
2:00pm-7:00pm Early Registration and Measurement (including Women & Juniors)
Wednesday, July 26
9:00am Registration closes for women and juniors
9:00am Competitors’ Meeting - women and juniors
10:00am Women's & Juniors Warning Signal, subsequent races follow
9:00am-5:00pm Registration and Measurement
5:00pm Registration closes for National Championship

6:00pm Cajun Boil & Welcome Party

7:00pm Women's & Juniors Trophy Presentation
7:30pm Competitors' Meeting
Thursday, July 27
10:00am Warning Signal, subsequent races follow

6:00pm Customflex Free Pizza Party
7:00pm ISCA Annual Meeting

Friday, July 28
10:00am Warning Signal, subsequent races follow
6:00pm Fiesta on Friday
7:00pm Talent Show & Karaoke

Saturday, July 29
10:00am Warning Signal, subsequent races follow
2:30pm No warning signal will be made after 2:30 pm
6:00pm Cocktails Leatherlips Yacht Club

7:00pm Awards Banquet Leatherlips Yacht Club
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Intercom Tips and Techniques

When I began sailing I was as intimidated as the next
guy when it came to heavy air. Things felt out of control
and scary. As time has gone by and I’ve gained
experience I’ve found that I sail better in heavy air than
light, and that actually makes it more fun! Here are some
of the things I’ve learned and done in heavy breeze that I
think have helped me be a better sailor.

No breakdowns. Things break more easily and with
more disastrous consequences in heavy air. Good boat
maintenance including checking lines, fittings and
fasteners on a regular basis can prevent headaches. If you
don’t drop your mast very often it’s especially important to
check those places at the top when you can see them up
close.

Sail with three. Obviously the weight is important to
keep the boat flat, but I find it almost equally helpful to
have that extra pair of eyes and hands on the boat.
Everything happens faster: boats converge, puffs arrive,
sails and lines get out of control. The more things that are
being watched and held on to, the fewer surprises.

Practice! The only way to gain the confidence that
will let you (and your crew) perform at your best in races
with lots of wind is to become experienced handling the
boat when it’s blowing. Make a point of sailing just for
practice in heavy air. Learn to steer hiked out.

Tighten sail controls. Realizing how much difference
it made to really tighten the boom vang made me instantly
better in heavy air. Likewise the outhaul, cunningham and
jib cloth tension need to be tight to reduce the power the
sails are producing and help keep the boat flatter. Further
depowering can be accomplished by raising the
centerboard 6-8” or, as a last resort, moving the boom to
leeward by letting the traveler out. Use the amount of pull
(“helm”) on the tiller as a measure of how your
adjustments are working; the less the better.

Anticipate. See “sail with three” above. Things
happen faster so it’s very helpful to think ahead before
performing a maneuver or engaging a mark or another
boat. How fast will the boat heel when I tack? Which line
do I need to be sure to have in hand so a sail doesn’t get
out of control? How close are other boats, how fast are
they converging with me and who has rights? Talk it
through ahead of time with your crew.

Flat is fast. Or, flatter is faster. It’s very difficult for
most of us to sail really flat in heavy air but the flatter the
better. Play the main (let it out to keep the boat flat) and
hike. Pull the main back in as soon as you can with out too
much heel. It also helps to “feather” upwind; pinch until
the jib gets soft in the luff and then fall off a bit to
maintain speed.

Some basic principles along with practice and experience
can help you enjoy the excitement when the wind blows.

~ Alan Freeland

 HANG ON!
 Drop the traveler to the corner and keep the

jib in as tight as you can without flippin.
 Find a new friend and take them along.

(Preferably one that is over 200 pounds and
nimble.)

~ Kevin Bracy

This technique worked particularly well for me this past
weekend at the PRSA Spring Regatta. On Saturday
the wind was really honking and the RC was
determined to get four long races in. More out of
concern for skipper and crew enduring four races
than concern for speed, I used a technique Mike
Muhn used to preach to me. Lower the bridle height
on your main traveler (see your sailmaker's tuning
guide for measurements), and then let the traveler out
so that the end of the boom is over the corner of
the transom. We found this to be very effective. We
were able to keep the boat flatter than our
competition, therefore maintaining our stamina
throughout a long day of racing. And we didn't seem
to lose any pointing ability or speed. Four firsts in four
races drove home the importance of this technique to
me. Take the time to go over the traveler controls on
your boat to make sure you can easily achieve these
settings. I'm on my third Interlake and this boat is the
first one that has a traveler setup that works well and is
easy to adjust when your hiking off the weather rail.

~ Martin Howell

The only advice I have is to hold on tight and don't be afraid
to tell your skipper that "No, we aren't going to jibe in this
puff. I don't care if we are past the mark."

~ Kristen Jones

How to . . . Sail in Heavy Air

Next Issue: How to … fly a spinnaker
Please send your tips and techniques to

LAspery@columbus.rr.com
NOTE: This is not just for the class hot shots –

write in and tell us what works for you!
Responses will be edited as necessary
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Class News

Place Skipper Club Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Total
1 Scott Savage LYC 1 1 2 4
2 George Fisher HSC 3 3 3 9
3 Sjoerd-Jan VanderHorst HSC 5 5 5 15
4 Brad Balmert LSYC 8 11 1 20
5 Jeff Clark HSC 11 8 4 23
6 Jamie Jones HSC 4 13 7 24
7 Tim Boucher LYC 2 14 13 29
8 Hank Boissoneault SSC 7 4 22 33
9 Bob Bradley JRSC 9 2 23 34

10 Jimmy Ward SSC 12 16 6 34
11 Bryan Parker LSYC 19 9 10 38
12 Don Wilson ISC 6 17 19 42
13 Bob Sagan GTYC 14 20 9 43
14 John Dunham LYC 18 12 14 44
15 Steve Aspery HSC 10 27 8 45
16 Ty Cathey PYC 15 19 12 46
17 A.J. Savage LYC 22 10 15 47
18 Dick Evans LYC 23 7 27 57
19 Jim Boucher LYC 17 6 30 53
20 Richard Blake HSC 21 21 11 53
21 Clark Chapin PYC 16 15 25 56
22 Doug Savage PRSA 20 22 26 68
23 Martin Howell PRSA 24 24 20 68
24 Doug Koenig 33 18 21 72
25 Alan Freeland HSC 26 28 18 72
26 Gary Savage LYC 29 32 16 77
27 Ron Gall JRSC 13 34 33 80
28 Wes Blazer SSC 27 26 28 81
29 Scott Graham LYC 25 23 34 82
30 Rich Wismer LSYC 35 33 17 85
31 Tim Lohner HSC 32 31 24 87
32 Mark Ostler LYC 31 25 31 87
33 Kevin Bracy SSC 30 29 29 88
34 Jack Coleman PYC 28 30 35 93
35 George Newell LYC 34 35 32 101
36 Dave White LYC DNF DNF DNS 111

2006 Chiefs Regatta
Leatherlips Yacht Club
Powell, Ohio, May 6 - 7
by Scott Savage, Interlake # 1340

A promising forecast and a long winter
without sailing brought boats from far
[Traverse City] and wide [Washington
D.C.] to the Chiefs regatta this year. 36
teams registered and the weather Gods
smiled on us with a 10 –15 knot north
breeze. The race committee was able to
stretch out the windward leeward course
and get in two terrific 1 hour+ races.

A few folks checked the springtime
water temperature the hard way, and others
shook off the rust, but all in all the fleet
looked pretty sharp for this first regatta of
the season.

When Saturday’s scores were posted
some of the usual suspects had found their
way to low scores while others were left to
figure out this unique sailing venue.

The sailors’ hour also showed some
signs of winter rust when the “Adult
Beverage Delivery System” AKA the beer
tap failed. This lead to more than the usual
number of “Savage Specials” were
prepared and consumed; I am still denying
that this was part of a bigger plan. The
dinner and annual meeting were
highlighted by a talk by Tom Hubbell,
Vice President of US Sailing. He covered a
wide number of topics and answered
questions from the crowd concerning the
direction of our sport.

Sunday presented a different wind
direction and a new challenge for the
competitors. With a southeast breeze and
some rather shifty conditions fortunes were
gained and lost and gained again in just a
matter of a few boat lengths.

The scoring showed that finding
consistency was the key. Rick and I were
able to find our way around pretty well
with George Fisher and Surge VanderHorst
close behind. I would like to thank all
those folks who made the trip and made
this a really great event to kick off the
Interlake traveling season.
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Brad Balmert
Steve Jackson

Matthew Savage

Surge VanderHorst

Rick Savage
George Fisher

Tim Cullenen
Jeff Jones

Scott Savage

Brian Boelk
Jeff Clark

Winners at the Chief’s

Leukemia Cup 24 Hour
Endurance Race

By Scott Savage, Interlake #1340
Leatherlips Yacht Club was proud to host the first

round-the-clock endurance race in the United States. 15
teams signed up to raise money for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. The teams consisted of all types of
boats ranging from Lasers trying to go solo to Thistles
competing for line honors.

The race started at 10am May 29th and ran until 10am
May 30th. Each lap for every boat was scored and timed
and then corrected using the Portsmouth rating scale so
that an overall winner could be named.

The wind ranged from 10 knots at the start to 0-1 knots
at night. The boats were given lighting, food and water and

sponsors provided drinks, food and ice cream which made
the high 80 degree temperatures much more tolerable.
Many teams camped on site so as to maximize the crew
rest interval.

Interlakes were well represented. 3 teams lined up and
all finished within 1 mile of each other after 24 hours of
racing. The Team Hoover boat and the Team Savage boat
fought bow to stern the entire race. Both teams were able
to put themselves upfront in the overall and corrected time
categories. Team Savage was able to grab line honors and
the Most Distance sailed award but only by a mere 8/10ths
of a mile over Team Hoover. Hoover may have won the
most important award of the day by raising the most
money for Leukemia Research ($1335.00).
Congratulations.

The event, hosted by A.J. and Jill Savage, was a
tremendous success with over $6000 raised and a great
time had by all. What are you doing next year?

Team Hoover - Interlake 1335
Steve Aspery, Jeff Jones,
Richard Blake, George Fisher,
David Aspery, Alan Freeland,
Jim Cottle, Jeff Clark,
Jamie Jones, Lisa Aspery

Team Savage - Interlake 1293
Scott Savage, A.J. Savage,
Jill Savage, Tim Boucher,
Jim Boucher, Claire Savage,
Dan Schoenfeld, Gary Savage,
John Scialabba, John Bruffy,
Lynn Savage

Team White - Interlake 878
Dave White
George Newell
Gary Savage
John Dunham
Janet Dunham
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Place Skipper Club Sail # Race 1 Race 2 Total
1 Ernie Dieball NCYC 399 1 1 2
2 Peter Frissell JRSC 186 4 2 6
3 Don Wilson ISC 1374 2 6 8
4 Tom Marriott JRSC 909 5 3 8
5 Richard Blake HSC 1133 3 9 12
6 Brad Huntley SSC 1399 9 4 13
7 Fritz Everson SSC 952 8 5 13
8 Brad Balmert LSYC 1384 10 8 18
9 Bryan Parker LSYC 923 12 7 19
10 Ron Gall JRSC 1325 6 15 21
11 Bob Bradley JRSC 1332 11 11 22
12 Wes Blazer SSC 1185 15 10 25
13 Tim Marriott JRSC 1268 7 19 26
14 Bryan Bradley JRSC 1376 14 12 26
15 A.J. Savage LYC 1293 13 13 26
16 Doug Koenig PYC 1381 16 14 30
17 Kevin Bracy SSC 1248 18 16 34
18 Scott Graham LYC 1280 17 17 34
19 Jim O'Brien JRSC 1282 19 18 37

Cattail Regatta
Jolly Roger Sailing Club
Toledo, Ohio, June 3, 2006
By Ron Gall, Interlake #1325

Changing weather forecasts throughout the week cast
doubt on a strong turnout for this year’s Cattail Regatta.
But, when everything settled, the good weather came
through… at least for the morning and early afternoon.
This promising start drew many out-of-towners to Toledo.
Eventually we would get 11 boats registered from outside
the Toledo area as compared to only eight for our own
backyard. Everywhere from Indianapolis to Columbus,
Interlakes came, most of them for the first time.

The wind was up and down throughout the day,
depending on the cloud coverage. Prior to the first race,
light and fluky conditions hampered the Race Committee’s
ability to set a square coarse. But, PRO Dave Schaffer did
the best he could and commenced with the start. Ernie
Dieball, sailing Aaron Stange’s National Championship
boat, came off the line quickly and led from start to finish.
I broke off from the rest of the fleet on the first downwind
leg and approached the leeward mark from the left to give
Ernie his only scare of the race. That lasted about two
seconds as I never saw him again.

This shifty wind, which is highly unusual for the Maumee
Bay of Lake Erie, was confusing for most. This can be seen
by the largely inconsistent results. The Race Committee
reported shifts totaling 180 degrees during the races. The
most consistency shown at this year’s Cattail came from
Ernie, who got another bullet in the second race. This race, I
believe was a lot closer. I cannot be completely sure because
I was fighting from the back of the fleet the whole race.

Up to this point, the occasional black cloud caused hiking
conditions only a few times. That changed immediately after
the start of the third race. A front rolling in caused quite a
ride on the first downwind leg. We kept racing until weather
reports started to look ugly. At that point they cancelled
racing for the day. All boats got off the water safely and we
experienced only minor rain. This abandonment was, I’m
sure, to the disappointment of Don Wilson and A.J. Savage
who were almost finished and having their best race of the
day, both ahead of Ernie.

I would like to congratulate Ernie on a job well done, and
to commend Peter Frissell, Don Wilson, Tom Marriott, and
Richard Blake on their consistency. I would also like to
thank all of those who made it in from out-of-town. Just a
few years ago, the Cattail had no out-of-town boats. I am
forever grateful. We’re not quite at the 36 boats that were
seen at Leatherlips, but we’re getting there.
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ISCA Executive Committee Meeting
Saturday, May 6, 2006

Leatherlips Yacht Club, Powell, OH

CALL TO ORDER
President Kevin Bracy called the meeting to order at 10:43 am. A quorum
(at least 50%) of the voting members was present:

Kevin Bracy (President) Ron Gall (Sec-Treas)
Clark Chapin (Chief Measurer) Alan Freeland (S-OH VP)
Doug Koenig (MI VP) Martin Howell (Vice President)
Steve Aspery (Intercom) Bob Sagan (Marketing VP)
Hank Boissoneault (Past Pres)
Also present: Terry Kilpatrick (Builder)
Minutes from the Executive Committee meeting of February 4, 2006 were
approved.
REPORTS
A. Secretary - Treasurer

Ron reported:
Membership: Money: as of 5/6/06
Active 169 Checking $7,726.55
Associate 22 Savings $8,902.83
FYF 7 ========
Life 7 $16,629.38

===
205

As a note, we had a total of 193 members for all of last year – so we are
up considerably. We should also receive a few more memberships as
Nationals approaches.

Directories were distributed. Some noted discrepancies include the
Travelers’ Series schedule, which shows the Hot-to-Trot Regatta as a two-
day event, but will actually be a one-day event. Also, Clark Lake Yacht
Club and not Grand Traverse Yacht Club will host the Founder’s Cup.

B. US SAILING
The 2006 US SAILING Spring Meeting was held in Chicago. The

Committee has mostly been working on Rule 18, Rounding and Passing
Marks and Obstructions. Gate marks have been particularly troublesome for
catamarans and boats with asymmetrical spinnakers that sail at high angles
downwind. When such boats converge near a leeward gate, it is often
unclear which mark each boat is heading for and therefore unclear which
section of Rule 18 is applicable.

There was also general confusion about the new reorganization structure.
One immediate effect of the new structure is the end of the Inshore
Committee. The Committee’s functions and makeup have been distributed
to other Committees.

The House of Delegates elected Walter Chamberlain of St. Louis as its
Chair.

Bill Martin, Past President of both USSAILING and the US Olympic
Committee addressed the meeting attendees on Saturday. He talked about
prospects for a Chicago bid to host the 2016 Olympics and how the US
SAILING funds invested with USOC provide support for growing our
young sailors.

The hard work of staff in Portsmouth has led to dramatic improvements in
assets and performance as well as future improvements in processing of
memberships and other requests.

The US SAILING Annual Meeting will be held November 15-19, in
Newport, RI. The spring meetings in 2007 and 2008 will also be held in
Newport to reduce expenses. The 2008 Annual Meeting is tentatively slated
for Toledo.
C. Chief Measurer

Clark Chapin reported that his current project is researching the jib-
sheeting location issue. More on this will be presented at Nationals.
D. Marketing

Bob Sagan reported that he is still talking with sailors from Stony Lake.
The lake is too small for a large, formal regatta. They do, however, intend
on having an informal regatta, where several Traverse City Interlakers will

attend. The cost of registration will be Class membership - most of which
will be free because they have never been members before.

Bob also reported that he came up with a new ISCA slogan – Interlake,
The Simple Joy Of Sailing. The Executive Committee approved this.

Bob suggested that we purchase two banners and a tent for effective
marketing of our Class. The Executive Committee voted to move ahead
with just the two banners.

The June issue of Sailing World will feature an Interlake Midwinters
article. Bob needs more pictures for this.
E. Builder

Terry Kilpatrick has been busy. He has built and delivered three boats
and has two on order. He has also done many rebuilds. Terry is still doing
his hardest to keep costs down.
F. Intercom

Steve Aspery reported that he is staying with the historical theme and
more feature articles. Nationals articles will be dominant in the next issue.
Also look for a How to… sail in heavy air article. Steve is looking for more
articles, preferably in a short format.
G. VP Reports

Northern Ohio: Kevin Bracy - Sandusky will host a Junior Olympic
event on the weekend of June 17.

Michigan: Doug Koenig – Hot-to-Trot has changed its format to a single day event.
Southern Ohio: Alan Freeland – Hoover and Leatherlips are busy
planning Nationals. Hoover has selected Clark Lake to host this year’s
Founder’s Cup.
Indiana/East Coast: Martin Howell – The PRSA Spring Regatta is 2-3
weeks away.

DISCUSSION
A. 2007 Midwinters

Hank Boissoneault received an invitation from Davis Island Yacht Club
in Tampa to host our next Midwinter Regatta there. We received no
invitation from Lake Norman.

The Executive Committee tentatively approved Tampa for 2007. Final
approval will be decided at the General Meeting.

We may be able to get into Lake Norman the following year, through
Indianapolis Y-Flyer sailor Paul White.

B. Electronic Voting
Clark Chapin proposed the following change to the ISCA Constitution by
adding the following two sections at the end of Article VIII Meetings:

4. Telephone Conference. Any member of the Executive Committee may
participate in a meeting of the Executive Committee by means of
conference telephone or similar communications equipment allowing all
persons participating in the meeting to hear each other at the same time
Participation by such means constitutes presence in person at a
meeting.
5. Electronic Mail. The Executive Committee may conduct business by
electronic mail provided that all communications by any members are
copied to all other members of the Executive Committee, and that any
decisions made using this method shall be made by the affirmative vote
of at least sixty percent of the entire voting membership of the Executive
Committee. Decisions made using this method shall be incorporated in
the minutes of the next meeting of the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee moved to submit Clark Chapin’s proposal by

mail ballot as submitted with a substitution of “two-thirds” for “sixty
percent”. The motion passed.

C. 2006 Nationals
The NOR has been sent out. The registration forms will be in the next
Intercom. The Cajun Seafood Boil will be on Wednesday night. The host
clubs are currently looking for sponsorship. The NRC is going well.
D. NRC - Everything is going well.

E. Women’s and Junior’s
Scott Savage is currently working to get Juniors into Interlakes for I-

LYA events.
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Deadline
The deadline for the next Intercom is

Sunday, August 6, 2006
All members are encouraged to

contribute!
Please send articles and photos to:

Steve & Lisa Aspery
264 Crandall Dr

Worthington, OH 43085
(614) 841-1846

LAspery@columbus.rr.com

F. Other Topics
We need to get new blood to serve on the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee has decided not to offer an electronic version
of the Directory at this time.

G. Dates
The next Executive Committee meeting will be at Nationals
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.

ISCA General Membership Meeting
Saturday, May 6, 2006

Leatherlips Yacht Club, Powell, OH

CALL TO ORDER
President Kevin Bracy called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
REPORTS

Note from Intercom Editors – reports matching those in the Executive
Committee Meeting are not duplicated to save space.

A. Chief Measurer
Clark Chapin reported that the Measurement Committee for this year was
the same as last year with the exception of Mike Zuilhof will be added in
place of Bob Bradley.
This year we will try to pre-measure boats for Nationals.
There are no specification proposals at this time.
B. Builder
Terry Kilpatrick reported that he has built three new Interlakes and has two
more on order. The cost for a new boat is still approximately $12,000 for
everything. This is competitive with most Classes.
This is the 70th year for the Interlake and 50th year for Customflex.
C. Marketing
Bob Sagan reported that he is working to ensure better value for the
Interlake. Talk to Bob via phone or e-mail if you need anything.
D. VP Reports

Northern Ohio: Brad Balmert – JRSC will host their Cattail Regatta on
June 3, and SSC will hold their One–Design Regatta on June 24.
Michigan: Doug Koenig – Hot-to-Trot has changed its format to a single day event. Clark
Lake will host the Founder’s Cup.
Southern Ohio: Alan Freeland – Hoover and Leatherlips will host this
year’s Nationals for the Interlake’s 70th anniversary. The banquet will
be at Leatherlips. Hoover’s Interlake Stakes Regatta will be on June 17-
18.

Indiana/East Coast: Martin Howell – The PRSA Spring Regatta will

be Memorial Day weekend. Indianapolis Sailing Club’s Poltergeist
Regatta will be the first weekend of October. Remember that Indiana now
observes the same time-zone changes as the rest of the country.

DISCUSSION

A. Midwinters
Scott Savage won this year’s Midwinters in Tampa Florida. We had 13
Interlakes participate.
The Class approved the same venue for 2007. We have some new Interlake
prospects from our participation in Florida. There was even talk of forming a
Fleet there. We will look into Lake Norman for 2008.

The Executive Committee tentatively approved Tampa for 2007. Final
approval will be decided at the General Meeting.
We may be able to get into Lake Norman the following year, through
Indianapolis Y-Flyer sailor Paul White.

B. 2005 Traveling Trailer Award
Ron Gall was the previous winner with over 3000 miles traveled. This past
year we had three Skippers with over 3000 miles traveled. Alan Freeland by
far traveled the furthest. The Top Ten were as follows:

1. Alan Freeland – 3940 miles
2. Kevin Bracy
3. Ron Gall
4. Bob Sagan
5. Jack Coleman/Ann Taylor

C. 2005 ISCA Travelers’ Series
There was good participation this past year. 100+ boats participated in at least
one event and 15 people qualified. The 15 Skippers were as follows:

1. Brad Balmert
2. Scott Savage
3. Tim Boucher
4. Bob Bradley
5. Alan Freeland
6. Tom Marriott
7. Bryan Parker
8. Ron Gall

Congratulations Brad for a job well done and for breaking Scott Savage’s
streak of eight consecutive years of winning this award.
D. Guest Speaker
Tom Hubbell, Vice President of US SAILING, addressed the Class. Tom is a
local and successful Thistle sailor from Columbus. Tom talked about various
topics. He was credited for his part in shrinking the US SAILING Board down
from 50+ to 14.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

9. Jamie Jones
10. Don Wilson
11. Kevin Bracy
12. Martin Howell
13. Scott Graham
14. Jim Boucher
15. Jack Coleman/Ann Taylor

6. Jamie Jones
7. Martin Howell
8. Doug Savage
9. Don Wilson

10. Brad Balmert

The Hoover Junior Sailors
invite you to take advantage of a wonderful
opportunity to learn from one of the best.

Skip Dieball, 2004 Rolex Yachtsman of the Year
nominee and owner of Quantum Sails
Toledo/Cleveland, has agreed to offer special
coaching sessions exclusive to the Interlake
Nationals. One lucky winner will have Skip as a
personal coach throughout the 2006 Interlake
Nationals at Hoover Sailing Club.

Pre-regatta rig tune and sparring, daily previews,
and after race de-briefs are all part of the
package. Tickets are $20 each or 3 for $50 and
the one lucky winner’s name will be drawn at the
Skippers Meeting at Nationals.

Tickets can be purchased at registration.

All proceeds will go to Hoover Junior Sailing.
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Classified Ads:
Interlake #443 Boat currently sitting at Washington Sailing Marina,
Alexandria and is part of Fleet 39. Boat has been converted from
cruising status with cutdown centerboard, new (2005) SS swing keel,
New (2005) Roller Furling, 2 year old (2003) Sobstad Sails
(including Spinnaker), improved foam flotation, new jib and
spinnaker sheets, traveller, spin pole, etc...... Includes Trailer and
running light bar. Boat is in good condition and would make a good
learning boat for new crew or just a good all around boat for the
family. Selling due to non-use. Contact Patrick Williams (703-730-
2759 at home) or by email at aydod@comcast.net. Asking $2,800 as
is but willing to listen to serious offer. Willing to meet halfway for
those out of town.

Interlake #869 “Chiquita”. Yellow and white colored Interlake
with cover, trailer, and Thomas main, jib and spinnaker. Call Susie
Wathey at (419) 726-3454.

Interlake #877 Good condition – everything works, 2 sets of sails
– original and I think racing sails, Gator trailer, 4hp Johnson
outboard, blue hull, located in Portland, Maine. Owned and
maintained for 11 years. Hate giving it up. Awesome Lake Sebago
boat, loved sailing it but looking for smaller, 1 person boat. Asking
$1800.00 Contact Bruce at lcanterb@maine.rr.com, 207-772-0517.

Interlake# 986 Boat located near Columbus, Ohio. In very good
org. condition. Org. sails. NO spinnaker or racing gear. Tilt trailer.
Stored outdoors for several years but not in bad shape. Color is
orange. Asking $1,200 or possible trades for british car project.
Contact Mike at miketr3@earthlink.net, 614-873-8303 or cell 361-
3575.

Interlake #1049 Boat in Akron Ohio, Fleet # 6. Original owner,
two suits of sails, including spinnakers. Yellow hull, full length
seats, through the transom tiller, S. S. centerboard, original spade
rudder, spinnaker gear, all Harken rigging, including traveler.
Floatation tanks and teak trim installed by Customflex. Pamco tilt
trailer-the trailer needs painting and the boat needs a cover. The boat
has had few trailing miles; to and from covered winter storage once a
year. It has been dry sailed at Akron's Portage Lakes. I am selling a
very fast and very well maintained boat due to time limitations - the
boat has been and is a winner! Asking $2,500.00 A galvanized dock
lift is available $850.00 Contact Roger Ream (330) 836-0955.

Interlake #1255 In excellent condition. It is a straight deck with
molded in tanks, a Stainless Steel centerboard, two rudders - the
regular and a lightweight wooden rudder, the main and the jib are
very crisp and in excellent condition, the spinnaker is in nice shape.
She sits on a aluminum trailer located in Toledo, Ohio. Asking
$4000.00, call (419) 729-2983 or dreis@pop3.utoledo.edu.

Interlake# 1275 In good condition. Blue hull with molded seats
and floatation tanks, jib furler, stainless centerboard, kick-up
rudder, bailer. Two mains, two jibs, one spinnaker with pole.
Heavy canvas cover. Pamco tilt trailer with new wheels & tires.
Weighed-in at 651 lbs for Nationals in 2005. Located at
Indianapolis Sailing Club. Asking $3500. Contact Bill
Mullineaux (317) 997-8484 or interlake1275@comcast.net.

Interlake #1333 Excellent condition. Maroon hull w/ tan race
deck – fully race rigged. North main & jib – used 1 season.
Greiner spinnaker. Lightweight Dieball rudder, carbon fiber
spinnaker pole, new skirted full cover, bottom travel cover, good
trailer, extra rudder and sails. Stored indoors. Awesome boat.
$6900 Akron, OH. Contact Ned Goodman at 330-665-3552,
nblsgoodmn@adelphia.net

Interlake drysail lift Good for approximately 4 foot water depth
or more with blocks. Hot dipped galvanized steel w/ winch.
Would also fit similar sized boat like a Thistle or smaller.
Excellent condition. $850 OBO Contact me for photos. Ned
Goodman 330-665-3552 (H) nblsgoodmn@adelphia.net

Wanted I'm looking for a new or used Interlake trailer. Call B.R.
Gill at 419-464-7946

Wanted We are interested in purchasing a used Interlake boat
cover for the winter storage outdoors of our sailboat. Please
contact Keith at nicholske@gmail.com

Wanted Interlake 18 spinnaker and/or pole. Please inquire at
scsheridan@yahoo.com

Wanted A donated Interlake, with trailer, cover, and good sails
for Sea Scout Ship 246 at Indian Lake Yacht Club. Sea Scouts is a
co-ed Venturing program through the Boy Scouts of America for
youth ages 14-21. The group does not have a lot of money to make
repairs so the boat should be in fairly good shape. Contact: Allen
Shields ashields@ci.bellefontaine.oh.us

ISCA Member/Builder Committee
Created by the ISCA Executive Committee to
promote a positive relationship with Customflex and
assist members in resolving difficulties with service
and parts. Members should contact one of the
committee members for assistance.

Steve Wiseman 734-663-3217
Bob Bradley 734-243-0974

Scott Savage 614-889-7729

Preparing to start at the Chief’s
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ISCA OFFICERS

President
Kevin Bracy (440) 871-1251
Westlake, OH
cwrukicker@hotmail.com

Vice President
Martin Howell (703) 660-6255
Alexandria, VA
mhowell@oehrlein.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Ron Gall (419) 382-6998
Toledo, OH
ron.gall@buckeye-express.com

Chief Measurer
Clark Chapin (734) 453-4765
Plymouth, MI
Clarkechapin@aol.com

Intercom Editors
Steve & Lisa Aspery
Worthington, OH (614) 841-1846
LAspery@columbus.rr.com
SAspery@darifill.com

Past President
Hank Boissoneault
Sandusky OH (419) 621-1034
sail1248@aol.com

VP Marketing
Bob Sagan (231) 929-3555
Traverse City, MI
myabobsagan@earthlink.net

VP Northern Ohio
Brad Balmert (440) 282-4079
Lorain, OH
kb1384@centurytel.net

VP Southern Ohio
Alan Freeland 614-888-5858
Worthington, OH
afreeland@wowway.com

VP Michigan
Doug Koenig (734) 397-3426
Canton, MI
dkoenig@comcast.net

VP Indiana / East Coast
Martin Howell (703) 660-6255
Alexandria, VA
mhowell@oehrlein.com

Interlake Class Historian
Martin Howell (703) 660-6255
Alexandria, VA
mhowell@oehrlein.com

FLEET CAPTAINS

Fleet #1 Sandusky S.C.
Brad Huntley (440) 967-9170
Vermilion, OH
bhuntley@centurytel.net

Fleet #4 Jolly Roger S.C.
Ron Gall (419) 382-6998
Toledo, OH
ron.gall@buckeye-express.com

Fleet #5 Mohican S.C.
Joe Murr (330) 262-0296
Wooster, OH
joemurr@hotmail.com

Fleet #6 Portage Lakes Y.C.
Darwin Steele (330) 633-3848
Tallmadge, OH
DSTEELE3@neo.rr.com

Fleet #7 Clark Lake Y.C.
Michael Sharkey
Dundee, MI (734) 497-1873
msharkey@cope1.org

Fleet #10 Indian Lake Y.C.
Chip Wood (614) 873-2249
Dublin, OH
cmwood@sprintmail.com

Fleet #13 American Sailing Inst.
Michael Golden (248) 549-3030
Royal Oak, MI
michael-golden@msn.com

Fleet #14 North Cape Y.C.
Denny Dieball (419) 729-1758
Toledo, OH

Fleet #17 Lorain Sailing & Y.C.
Rich Wismer (440) 327-8428
N. Ridgeville, OH
richwismer@alltel.net

Fleet #20 Port Clinton Y.C.
John Waite (419) 797-1242
Port Clinton, OH
jtwdc@cros.net

Fleet #22 Portage Y.C.
David Moody (734) 426-0668
Pinckney, MI
davem@umich.edu

Fleet #23 Leatherlips Y.C.
Scott Savage (614) 889-7729
Columbus, OH
savage.6@osu.edu

Fleet #24 Hoover S.C.
Richard Blake (614) 878-8488
Galloway, OH
rblake3@columbus.rr.com

Fleet #28 Indianapolis S.C.
David Remick (317) 913-0541
Fishers, IN
remick@att.net

Fleet #38 Grand Traverse Y.C.
Bob Sagan (231) 929-3555
Traverse City, MI
myabobsagan@earthlink.net

Fleet #39 Mid-Atlantic
Doug Savage (703) 765-9008
Alexandria, VA
dougsavage@aol.com

Builder
Terry Kilpatrick (419) 875-5106
Whitehouse,OH

fax (419)875-5109
Customflex@netzero.com

Webmaster
Jeff Clark (614) 487-8787
Jeffc1370@yahoo.com

Parting Shot ~ Wind

Now
you
have
it …

…now
you

don’tPhotos by Lynn Savage
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The Intercom
c/o Ron Gall
2022 Glencove Dr
Toledo OH 43609


