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Give to Get
By Jeff Clark
ISCA President

The Executive Committee has just appointed the 
Nominating Committee that will propose a slate of next 
year’s ISCA officers to you, for election in August. There 
will probably be a lot of familiar faces on the slate. While 
experience is important for the group responsible for 
maintaining and leading the class, we are also conscious 
of the ongoing need for new faces and fresh approaches. 
Just look how much we have benefited from the timely 
appearances of Don Wilson, Bob Sagan, and others, to 
manage and innovate at the national level. The rotation of 
new members through leadership positions also gives 
their predecessors some time off to procreate, coach 
soccer, cure the common cold, whatever.

The search for “new blood” reminds me that we enjoy our 
sport and this sailing class only because of volunteer 
effort – at the national level, the fleet level, and, although 
we may not think of it this way, within each racing team 
and family. Pitching in on the social, racing, 
communication, and other pieces of the one-design 
experience develops the knowledge, contacts, and skills 
that help mold capable class officers. Even more 
importantly, a steady stream of volunteers keeps all of 
these levels vibrant and changing – and in many of these 
areas, change just for the sake of change is very 
rejuvenating.

For many of you this is preaching to the choir, or to the 
choir leaders, and many, many of you have already put in 
tremendous efforts in the past. In fact, everything is going
pretty darn well in the class right now because of 
volunteers past and present. It’s just that … if you were 
wondering if your own offer to help is needed? … Yes. 
There’s no bad time to volunteer. So – what’s your 
particular pleasure? Hosting a fleet party? Maybe next 
year is the right time to volunteer for a fleet position, or 
next week to take a novice for a recruitment sail, or as 
fleet captain to create a silly annual trophy for Most 
Stumps Thumped, or best capsize. Or, take a few minutes 
to share your particular knowledge with the class – an 
article on trailer maintenance, hypothermia, sail trim, or 
decorative knots would be great for the Intercom.

Give to get.

Speaking of ideas, one of the many currently bursting out 
of Marketing Chairman Bob Butsch is to update the very 
useful Interlake Fleet Captains’ Manual (created some 
years ago by Jeff Thompson.) Whether or not you have 
been a fleet captain, if you have thoughts, lists, resources, 
or stories about how to manage an Interlake fleet in the 
twenty-first century, give Bob a call or drop him a line.

Interlake sailing, whether racing or other activities, is like 
a potluck picnic. Everyone brings something, and 
everyone gets the benefit of the whole spread. Whether 
you bring the same thing every time, or experiment with a 
different dish from time to time, your individual 
contribution is tremendously important. Thanks!

Deadline
The Deadline for the Next 

Intercom is Friday,
August 22, 2003

Please send any articles and photos to:

Ron Gall
2022 Glencove Dr.
Toledo, OH  43609
(419) 382-6998

ron.gall@dana.com

2003 Cattail Regatta
Jolly Roger Sailing Club
May 31, 2003

This year’s Cattail Regatta was cancelled due to strong 
winds and severe weather advisories. This event will not 
be made up due to scheduling difficulties. Since the 
Cattail regatta was a double-star event, Northern-Ohio 
Vice President Hank Boissoneault has chosen Mohican 
Sailing Club’s Haphazard Regatta on September 6-7 as a 
double star replacement.

Plenty of space is available each issue to advertise 
your used boats and boat related items. Take 
advantage of this free and useful service. Contact 
the Intercom editor at (419) 382-6998, or by E-
mail (preferred) at ron.gall@dana.com.
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History of the Interlake
Compiled by Mike Muhn
Captain, Fleet #1

The story of the Interlake begins in 1933, one year after 
the birth of the Sandusky Sailing Club (SSC). A small 
group from the newly formed club began talking about a 
boat that would be as swift as a family boat could be, 
uncomplicated, simple to build, and above all as easy as 
possible on the pocketbook.

A letter was written to designer Francis Sweisguth, of 
Rochester, New York. Sweisguth’s most notable previous 
design was the Star – a boat that is sailed in the Olympics 
today. Plans for a 22’-6” keelboat that looked somewhat 
like a modern-day Crescent were returned. The lines were 
pleasing, but dockage rates at Battery Park in Sandusky 
were significantly higher for boats longer than 18’. Rates 
for boats 18’ and under were $.50/foot while those over 
18’ paid $2.50/foot. Thus, the magic number of 18’ was 
suggested as a modified length to the original plans. It 
was also decided that a keel would not do in the shallow 
waters of the Bay, so a centerboard was substituted. In 
making these changes, Sweisguth also simplified the rig 
and enlarged the cockpit.

The resulting “SC2,” (Sandusky Sailing Club Class) as it 
was first called, was characterized by a deep rocker 
designed to help the boat slice through the short Sandusky 
Bay chop. 

It was initially agreed that the boat could be built 

commercially, but that spars and sails had to be made at 
home. The first professionally built hull (No. 2 for John 
Macleod) came as a hull and deck with beams installed 
and one coat of paint… $90. Five boats were sailing by 
the summer of 1935 and by 1936 there were 13 in all. By 
World War II, 90 had been built, and the class was going 
strong. 

The Sandusky Sailing Club had control of the class until 
early 1936 when the Interlake Sailing Class was formed. 
At the spring meeting it was decided to change the name 
of the class. The names of Albatross and Eries were voted 
on but a tie resulted and no further action was taken. Soon 
after, however, the name Interlake Sailing Class 
Association (ISCA) was adopted by the same body. The 
boat soon became related to the Association and the boats 
became known simply as Interlakes.

In the early years, boats could, and were built with either 
an inboard or outboard rudder. The inboard rudder died 
rather quickly as outboard rudders were consistently 
getting the winner’s gun. Moreover, because of cost (and 
probably laziness) spinnakers were forbidden.

FLAGS and INSIGNIA         

The SSC Constitution states, “The SSC burgee shall be 
triangular with a swallowtail. The hoist shall be two-thirds that 
of the fly. It shall be blue with a white jib and mainsail printed 
or sewn upon it. The line of the foot of the jib and mainsail shall 
be parallel with the lower edge of the burgee”                                        

It is not consequential that the ISCA burgee is identical to that of 
SSC with the exception that the Interlake burgee is white with a 
red jib and mainsail.

In the early years of the class, the color red was required to be 
used for the class insignia appearing on everyone’s mainsail. In 
later years, this class rule was relaxed to “contrasting color” 
allowing owners individuality regarding color schemes.  (Fred 
Meno, Vince DiMaio and myself continually agreed that 
preference regarding this matter should always be given to 
green)  

Like many successful one-designs, the Interlake has been 
modernized over the years. In 1956, the ISCA members, 
realizing that fiberglass construction would be a boon to 
the growth of the class, set about to initiate such a 
building program.

Vince DiMaio, who then owned #67, decided to make a 
glass mold off his wooden boat. Vince’s first attempt was 
not completely successful as the glass adhered to the 
wood. On his second attempt the product was pitted and 
lacked uniformity. His determination finally brought 
partial success on the third attempt – but it still lacked a 
fine finish.

“History of the Interlake” article continued on next page
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At this point, the Association, in conjunction with Vince, 
sought out Marino Giovagnali (who worked for the 
Lyman Boat Company) to build a prototype from which 
to make a glass mold. The plywood prototype cost $650 
and was paid for with $400 from the class and the balance 
by Vince.

It was in 1957, when the first fiberglass Interlake #160 
was built (sold for under $1,000) and Vince’s new 
company, Customflex was born. At this time, SSC 
members Norm Winkel and Paul Koch were also very 
active in contributing to the “Second Rebirth” of the class. 
Growth was spectacular – from 1957 to 1968 Customflex 
built approximately 500 Interlakes!

Above is the inside back cover of the “The National
Geographic Magazine”, August 1959. I don’t know if the
class had anything to do with the Interlake being featured,
but never the less, a very nice “marketing ploy”. (I do
regret that I am old enough to remember dinosaurs being
used to market gasoline in the Midwest)

In 1965, Terry Kilpatrick, a 19-year-old University of 
Toledo freshman started working part-time at Customflex 
to help pay college expenses. After graduation from UT in 
1968, he went to work full-time at Customflex and has 
been there ever since.

1968, (the year the author bought his first Interlake, #164 
– a boat that was originally built for Norm Winkel) was a 
monumental year as the class legalized spinnakers. 
Adopting spinnakers quietly converted the boat from a 

predominately two-person to a three-person boat for 
racing.

In 1968 Vince DiMaio built and sailed #636. This boat 
was unique as Vince built the boat utilizing a neutral 
gelcoat. This transparent finish allowed everyone to see 
exactly how the boat was constructed. From a distance, 
the boat appeared to be gold – a result of actually seeing 
the balsa sandwich construction. Vince took the boat to 
various regattas and sales continued to be strong. By 
1980, the class was up to #1200.  

In 1980, Customflex undertook the task to make the 
Interlake completely self-rescuing. A configuration, 
utilizing a large bow tank and seat tanks was settled on, 
that allows the boat to be righted and sailed out in four-
foot seas, and virtually eliminates the boat’s tendency to 
turn turtle. 

In recent years, with these added performance and safely 
features, the class has continued to experience growth 
with established fleets in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, 
Maryland, and Arizona. In 1986 U.S. Sailing’s prestigious 
Championship of Champions Regatta was sailed in 
Interlakes at SSC. The traditions of family competition, 
coupled with an influx of new competitors from other 
classes, keeps the 70-year-old classic lines of the Interlake 
young at heart.    
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Try It… You’ll Like It
By Bob Butsch
V.P. Marketing

I have been a member of US Sailing off and on for several 
years now. Knowing that the organization was the 
national governing body for the sport of sailing and 
sailboat racing in the United States, I assumed that the 
organization was much too important for me, at my 
personal level of interest in sailing and racing, to become 
very involved with. That is, until one day I decided to get 
more involved in our class association and (as the newly 
elected Fleet 28 Captain) accompanied VP Don Wilson to 
the spring meeting of the ISCA. Whereupon, after 
opening my mouth at the right, or wrong, time, I suddenly 
found myself firmly seated in the position of our class VP 
of Marketing. Fine, I said to myself. Now what the heck 
do I do?

As fate would have it, at our previous Fleet 28 meeting, 
held in our home (with a foot of snow greeting everyone 
as they left), Terry Harper mentioned he was going to 
attend the US Sailing Spring Meeting in Cincinnati in 
mid-March. He asked if I would like to attend. This was 
prior to my election as the new marketing guy. A short e-
mail and phone call later, Terry and I were on our way to 
the Hilton Netherland Plaza in Cincinnati, Ohio early on 
Friday, March 14.

In case you didn’t know, Terry is the past Executive 
Director of US Sailing and moved to Indianapolis to head 
up the U. S. synchronized swimming team organization. 
He quickly showed his superior intelligence by buying an 
Interlake, joining Fleet 28 and agreeing to be a member of 
the new ISCA Marketing Committee. What a guy! 
Selfishly, I thought this was the golden opportunity to 
find out what US Sailing was all about and meet some of 
the marketing pros who’s brains I might pick. Terry said 
he would enjoy introducing me to a number of people he 
hadn’t seen for awhile. This was my extreme good 
fortune.

I’m not going to tell you about what happened at those 
meetings we attended. Everyone is encouraged to visit the 
US Sailing official web site at www.ussailing.org. There 
you will find an archive of minutes from the Spring 
Meeting as well as others. Instead, I’m going to give you 
my view as a first time attendee at a US Sailing meeting.

We unfortunately arrived a bit too late to attend the early 
meeting when our own Clark Chapin, secretary of the 
ODCC, was awarded the C.R.E.W. award. Way to go 
Clark. You certainly deserved it. As a first time attendee 
at a US Sailing meeting, it was difficult to decide just 
which meetings to visit. I felt the One Design Class 
Council (ODCC) would be the most productive for me. I 

was not disappointed. It is easy for most of us to function 
within our own class association, especially if it is a 
regional class such as ours, and not pay too much 
attention to what is going on in other one design classes.

Of course, I found that as individual classes, we are more 
alike than different. Several of the same problems and 
concerns we have within the ISCA, most of the other 
classes are dealing with as well. The great thing about 
attending these ODCC meetings is, at times, hearing how 
other classes have addressed or solved issues we also 
face.

After reviewing the attendance sheets Clark Chapin gave 
me, along with the “minutes in a minute”, I was delighted 
to see that we in the ISCA had more people at the two 
meetings than any of the other classes. Although they 
could not stay for the meetings on March 14-16, we were 
well represented at the Basic Race Management Seminar 
on Thursday that week by President Jeff Clark and 
Southern Ohio VP Jamie Jones, both from the Hoover 
Sailing Club.

Choosing which meetings to attend was difficult since 
many occur simultaneously. In addition to the ODCC, we 
decided to attend the Race Management, Inshore 
Committee and the Board of Directors meetings. Each 
meeting was very informative. It was extremely 
interesting to watch the inner workings of committees that 
help set policy and help all of us enjoy our sport. So many 
interesting meetings…so little time.

Although most of the time is taken by meetings, social 
gatherings and time to talk sailing were also high on 
everyone’s agenda. On Friday evening the organization 
hosted an Ice Breaker Reception in Union Terminal at the 
Historical Society Museum. This was the time for 
meeting more great people and just having lots of fun. 
Saturday evening brought yet another time for socializing 
with the Dinner Reception at the Hilton Netherland Plaza.

Not only at these social functions, but also at the 
registration desk, in the halls and everywhere we went, I 
was introduced to folks whom I had only read about in 
our sailing magazines and US Sailing news releases. All 
of us have a common interest that brings us to a place 
where we can chat about experiences, ideas and goals no 
matter what kind or size boat we sail. I felt welcome and 
very much at ease with fellow club sailors, magazine 
editors and world champions alike.

If you, at first, feel like these meetings are a tuxedo and 
you’re a pair of brown shoes, just wait a minute. That’s 
about all the time it will take for you to feel right at home.

There was far too much going on to talk about in such a 
short space. I was fortunate to get to attend this Spring 

Marketing Vice-President article continued on next page
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Meeting and meet so many nice people thanks to Terry, 
but also that it was close to home this time. But wait! 
You’ll have another chance to attend a US Sailing 
meeting this fall in nearby St. Louis MO. in mid October. 
Check the US Sailing website for details.

 The message is simple. Get Involved! First, at your fleet 
level, then ask what you can do within your ISCA, then 
attend a US Sailing meeting to find out what’s going on at 
both the basic as well as the highest levels of organized 
sailing in this country. I’m certain that when you do get 
involved, instead of just sitting on the rail, you’ll enjoy 
your sailing experiences to a far greater extent. Try 
it…You’ll like it!

2003 Interlake 
Founder’s Cup – A Fleet 
Way to Have Fun
By Bob Sagan
Founder, Fleet #38

Skipper Alan Freeland, from Hoover Sailing Club (HSC), 
had his fleet in the lead at the 2003 Interlake Founder’s 
Cup. Alan has never won a regatta, yet had his club on 
top.

A little help from Mother Nature and Hoover’s victory 
would be assured. Actually, the Hoover sailors were in a 
no-lose situation. They came to Leatherlips Yacht Club 
(LYC) in Columbus, Ohio to sail. But if there was no 
sailing, then they had an Interlake Founder’s Cup victory 
locked up.

What? They had the lead and if there were no sailing they 
would be assured victory? 

That’s right. The Interlake Founder’s Cup scoring is 
based on fleet scoring and participation. The first score is 
given after registration. HSC had the most boats 
participating (not the defender). They had five boats make 
the trip thus beating Jolly Roger Sailing Cub by one boat.

The Founder’s Cup was a gift to the Interlake Sailing 
Class in 1998 by the fledgling fleet at the Grand Traverse 
Yacht Club in Traverse City, Michigan. All aspects of the 
Cup from the format to the trophy itself embodies the 
family essences of the Interlake Class.

Frank Sagan, father of an Interlaker, carved the trophy 
base out of Traverse City cherry wood. This is topped off 
by a 14” tall jade-acrylic Interlake donated by the 
Quantum One-Design sail loft in Traverse City. Partnered 
with this trophy is a leather bound photo album that is 

continually collecting memories.

The Founder’s Cup Mission Statement is: “To promote 
friendly competition between ISCA fleets.” This Mission 
and the Deed of Gift directly reflects the ISCA’s Mission 
Statement: “to promote keen and friendly 
competition…and to assist the entry level sailor.”

How does the Founder’s Cup do all of that?

1) Everything is stacked against the defender in an 
effort to make the Cup vulnerable, thus encouraging 
fleets to make the trip while providing an increasing 
challenge to the defender.

2) Score participation as a race (defender is 
automatically scored at the max last place score of 4 
points.) This means that if there is no racing the 
champion is the fleet that wins the party!

3) The first two races are “team” scored in an ISCA 
event. This “team” scoring scores the best two boats 
in each fleet for each race. This score is separate from 
the regatta score that individuals earn. There is no 
minimum number of races.

This year was a prime example of the Founder’s Cup 
rules in action. The regatta consisted of the two heaviest 
Interlake heavies slugging it out: George Fisher from 
HSC and the current Interlake National Champion Scott 
Savage from LYC were swinging hard for both races.

The conditions were light and shifty. No position was 
safe. On the start of the second race, Savage was fouled to 
the point of tangled rigging. He finally cleared and 
crossed the starting line 27th out of 28. Just as most 
competitors were amazed by how little passing they could 
do during that race, they were equally amazed by Scott’s 
comeback.

Scott won the weekend battle with George and won the 
“Chiefs Regatta” portion of the weekend. LYC’s top two 
boats in the two races scored for the Founder’s Cup out 
sailed Hoover. LYC skippers Carolyn Tanner and Tim 
Boucher had strong showings. Tim had a second in first 
race and Carolyn had a fourth in the second. But 
ultimately it was HSC that won the Cup. Many Hoover 
and Leatherlips teams sailed well, yet in the end it came 
down to the participation score. While Hoover would not 
have won without the strong showing of skippers Jamie 
Jones and George Fisher, they also could not have won 
without the participation points scored by all five of their 
Road Warriors. These “Warriors” included Alan Freeland. 
Even though Warrior Alan had “one of those” regattas 
(second to last) he can honestly say that his participation 
contributed to the victory. In fact, if Alan or any other 
Hoover sailor had stayed home it would have been a tie!

The participation score also gave the edge to Sandusky 

Founder’s Cup article continued on next page
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Sailing Club over Maryland (PRSA). Way to go Ina 
Brolis and Kevin Braci!

The Leatherlips Yacht Club put on a spirited event worthy 
of being double scored. From the racks of ribs to ribbing 
friends and lots of spirits, they made everything on and 
off the water fun. Now its Hoover’s turn. They have been 
great ambassadors of the Founder’s Cup in the past. But 
they need help. What kind of help? As Interlaker Stewart 
Fitz-Gibbons once put it, “Come and sail. Participate. 
We’ll find something else less important for you to do 
later”.

Besides, it wouldn’t be the same without you.

How well will your fleet do in 2004? Hoover Sailing Club 
will announce the location and date no later than 
December.

FOUNDER’S CUP SCORING

Fleet Participation (defender automatically is last as 
everything is stacked against them)

1st Hoover SC 5 boats 1pt
2nd Jolly Roger SC 4 boats 2pts
3rd Sandusky SC 3 boats 3pts
4th GTYC 2 boats 4pts
4th PRSA, Maryland 2 boats 4pts
4th Indianapolis SC 1 boat 4pts
4th Portage YC 1 boat 4pts
4th Leatherlips YC 9 boats 4pts.

FOUNDER’S CUP SCORE CARD (best two boats from 
each fleet in the first two races of a Traveler’s series 
regatta—for 2003 “The Chiefs”)

Club R1 total R2 total Participation Grand Total
HSC 9 3 1 13
LYC 3 7 4 14
JRSC 14 22 2 38
GTYC 20 32 4 56
SSC 28 31 3 62
PRSA 32 27 4 63
LSYC 36 36 4 80
ISC 41 40 4 85
PYC 44 47 4 95
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Racing on Portage Lake
By Tom Ehman Jr.
2003 Nationals Principle Race Officer

With thanks to George Fisher for his 1992 article “Racing 
on Buckeye Lake,” which inspired this.

It seems wise to begin by repeating Mr. Fisher’s 
disclaimer, which applies equally to Portage Lake and, 
one supposes, to other venues

“I am always reluctant to discuss or describe in general 
terms racing at [Portage Lake] and trying to be specific 
as to what works or doesn’t in different wind conditions 
and directions. Sure as heck, as you make a profound 
statement, the exact opposite will happen – the whole 
week….”

In other words, and as one so often hears from the locals 
at any given regatta, “We never have conditions like 
this!”

Portage Lake
640-acre Portage Lake is among the largest lakes in 
Southeastern Michigan. Deep and clean, it is one of the 
few lakes in Michigan that has a sewer system around it. 
There are several other Portage Lakes in Michigan. Ours 
is sometimes called “Huron Portage” because it is one of 
seven lakes in the “Portage Chain-of-Lakes” linked by the 
Huron River.

The French word “portage” means “the act of carrying.” 
In the days of canoe-borne fur traders, the shortcut 
between Lakes Erie and Michigan was up the Huron 
River to “Portage Lake.” From there one portaged 
overland to a tributary of the Grand River, which flows 
west to Lake Michigan.

Racing Area
Portage Lake is shaped like a traditional keyhole, with a 

roundish “bowl” at the south end and a “neck” off to the 
north. As you will see in the accompanying diagram, 
which also shows some general mark locations, the racing 
area lies in the half-mile diameter bowl (Areas 1 and 2) 
and the south half of the neck (Area 3).

Portage Lake is typical of lakes formed by glaciers during 
the last ice age. Generally, it is quite shallow for the first 
50 or so yards out from the shore, the water depth 
increasing gradually from ankle deep to about six feet. 
Then, in a matter of a few yards, the lake bottom “drops 
off” steeply to an average depth of about 40 feet. Area 2 
is the deepest area – some 90 feet.

Private diving rafts are anchored just offshore of the 
“drop-off” most of the way around the lake. As a rule, 
you can sail almost up to the diving rafts (avoiding any 
swimmers) or up to a line between the two nearest rafts, 
without your centerboard hitting bottom.

Important note: As we share the lake with others, and for 
safety’s sake, the sailing instructions provide that a boat 
which sails between a raft and the nearby shoreline 
before, during, or after a race, may be disqualified from 
the most recent race.

Two areas of the lake are quite shallow a considerable 
distance from shore, and there are not diving rafts to mark 
the transition to shallow water: The eastern edge of the 
bowl; and the sandbar that extends across the neck well 
north of Area 3. Both shallow areas are marked in the 
accompanying diagram and rarely affect racing.

There are three small shallow spots in the middle of the 
bowl where your centerboard, if all the way down, might 
touch. These are easy to spot when sailing – the water 
color changes from blue to sandy-yellow.

Awareness of these “islands” is more important for the 
weeds that sometimes grow on their perimeters. The 
amount of weed varies from year to year, with more 
weeds in unusually warm summers. Rarely are the weeds 
much of an issue before August.

Regardless, and as you would at most any venue, check 
your centerboard and rudder periodically, and anytime 
you feel slow. A single strand of weed can slow you down 
significantly.

Courses
In July and August, westerly winds are most common, 
with the race committee usually signaling triangular 
marks-to-starboard courses, e.g., starting in Area 1 and 
sailing 2-3-1-2-3-1-2 or 2-3-1-2-1-2. The next most 
frequent are southerlies. This gives the race committee 

Portage Lake article continued on next page
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several good course options, e.g., start at Area 3 and 
sailing marks-to-port 2-1-2-2-1-3-2 or marks to starboard 
1-2-3-1-2-3-1. Another typical “southerly” course is a 
windward-leeward 2-3-2-3-2.

Easterly winds, less common in July and August, result in 
starts in Area 2 and a marks-to-port course of 1-3-2-1-3-
2-1. Likewise, northerly winds mean starting in Area 1 
and using Area 3 for the windward mark.

Wind and Weather
Average wind strength in July and August is 6-12 knots. 
The wind strength and direction is mostly weather-system 
dependent, except as one would expect, there is generally 
more “thermal” wind from about 11:00 am 7:30 pm.

In July and August, a typical weather pattern is the seven-
or-so-day cycle with which most in the upper Midwest 
will be familiar: two or three days of increasingly hot, 
humid and windy southerlies veering to the southwest; a 
pre-frontal day of blustery (14-22 knots) sou’westerlies, 
leading to frontal passage accompanied by a cracking-
good thunderstorm and very strong, gusty winds; 
followed by a dry, cool day of diminishing northwesterly 
to northerly breezes (often 18-25 knots that settle down to 
8-12 in a matter of hours); followed by a “fine” warm, dry 
day or two of light winds that quickly clock from 
northeasterly to easterly to southerly, and the onset of a 
new cycle.

Another typical July or August weather pattern is for a 
high-pressure system to park itself overhead for several 
days. Then about the only wind is from blowhard 
competitors carping about the race committee, as the race 
officer repeatedly tries, and usually fails, to get a race 
started. While this weather pattern is uncommon, if it 
does happen during the Nationals we will try to remember 
not to tell you, “We never have conditions like these!”

Flat Water and No Current
Because Portage Lake is deep, even in a breeze there is 
nowhere near the chop one finds on shallower lakes; and, 
especially on weekdays, there is little motorboat wake. So 
expect flat water racing. This generally means, at least in 
winds above six knots, you want to feather and pinch, not 
power and foot. Needless to say, with so little fetch, there 
is no significant seaway (except during a northeast gale, 
which is extremely rare in July and August – and then it is 
usually too windy to race). Therefore, surfing is only 
possible on the odd set of motorboat wakes, and then only 
briefly.

Portage Lake has no discernible current.

Tactics

As to tactical “local knowledge,” there is one general rule: 
upwind stay in the middle and play the shifts, but “when 
in doubt, go right.” The reason, of course, is that with the 
wind tending over the long haul to shift persistently 
clockwise, more often than not going right is right.

At Portage Lake there are two specific exceptions to the 
foregoing rule: one is when beating from Area 1 to Area 2 
in a westerly; the other is in a dying northerly typical the 
day after frontal passage. In both cases it almost always 
pays to go left on those beats.

Specifically when beating from Area 1 to Area 2, it 
usually pays to play the south shoreline. Stay on starboard 
tack almost up to the shallow water (as indicated by the 
diving rafts – see above). The wind tends to “refract” 
when coming off land over water, shifting perpendicular 
to the shore. This gives you a nice port-tack lift along that 
shore. After tacking onto port, you sail ten or so boat 
lengths, gradually getting headed. When you are no 
longer sailing higher than other port tackers outside of 
you, it is probably time to tack back onto starboard 
(towards shore) and find the next port-tack lift.

When beating to Area 3 in a post-frontal dying northerly, 
the wind alternates between puffs from the northwest 
(which also tend to shift perpendicular to the west shore), 
and the new, lighter-wind pattern trying to assert itself 
from the east. This is the other case when going left 
usually pays, to take better advantage of the puffs and 
shifts from the west.

Downwind, as with most inland lakes, it is almost always 
best to stay towards the middle of the lake where there 
tends to be, as they say in the America’s Cup world, 
“more pressure.” (Why can’t they just say “more wind” 
like everyone else?).

And finally, my own disclaimer… Writing about “local 
knowledge” is at best presumptuous, and likely 
misleading. However, thousands of hours of sailing and 
racing on Portage Lake over 30-plus years does give one 
some insight which, hopefully, you will find helpful -
provided the foregoing is viewed as guidance to make 
informed tactical decisions, not rules to be followed 
blindly.

On a personal note, I am looking forward to serving again 
as your Nationals Race Officer. The first time was up 
north on Glen Lake where the bigger, rougher waters 
provided more of a boat-speed contest. This year, as in 
1994, Portage Lake will test boat handling and tactics. I 
assure you we shall do all we can to provide excellent, 
fair, and enjoyable racing for all competitors. Hope to see 
you at Portage Lake in August.
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2003 ISCA Nationals Hotel Information
There are the three motels at I-96 and D19, approximately 12 miles from Portage Yacht Club. Each motel has offered a 
special group rate for the event. When making reservations, be certain to mention that you’re attending the Interlake 
Nationals at PYC. 

Kensington Inn
124 Holiday Lane 
Howell, MI 48843 
517-548-3510 or 866-222-2122 
www.kensingtoninn.com
$49.00 a night for a king-sized bed or 2 doubles. 

Quality Inn 
125 Holiday Lane 
Howell, MI 48843 
517-546-6800 
kjappaya@aol.com
www.QualityInnHowell.com
Double or King is $66.99 
Suites with jacuzzis are $109.99 
Includes continental breakfast and an outdoor pool. 

Best Western Howell 
1500 Pinckney Road 
Howell, MI 48843 
517-548-2900 or 800-528-1234 
bestwest@cac.net
King $62.00 
2 Queens $69.00 
Features an outdoor pool.

There is a NASCAR event at Michigan International Speedway near Jackson the next weekend, which might cause some 
booking problems for Thursday and Friday. Early reservations are encouraged.

ISCA President Jeff Clark (third from left) and Southern Ohio VP Jamie Jones (right) 'go to the head of the class' at the US SAILING Basic Race 
Management Seminar held in Cincinnati, OH on March 13.  US SAILING offers both Basic (1-day) and Advanced (2-day) Race Management 
Seminars to train race officials all over the United States. Persons who complete the Basic Race Management Seminar, and who have additional 
race management experience and pass a written exam, can be certified as 'club certified race officers'. Pictured from left to right are chief instructor 
Tom Farquhar of St. Petersburg Yacht Club, Paul White of Indianapolis Sailing Club, Jeff Clark of Hoover Sailing Club, Dave Shaffer of North 
Cape Yacht Club, and Jamie Jones of Hoover Sailing Club.

Photo coutesy of Mark Gardener and US Sailing

Join ISCA Today
… and:

• Continue receiving this great 
publication

• Become eligible for this year’s 
National Championship Series at 
Portage Yacht Club in beautiful
Pinckney Michigan

• Become part of the Interlake 
“family”
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2003 Chiefs Regatta & 
Founder’s Cup
Leatherlips Yacht Club
May 3-4, 2003
By Scott Savage
Fleet #23

May 3-4 brought 28 Interlakes to Leatherlips Yacht Club 
(LYC) for the 35th annual Chiefs Regatta. Boats 
representing fleets from as far away as Maryland and 
Traverse City fought not only for the regatta win, but also 
for the Founders Cup. Long time Interlaker Clark Chapin 
and the LYC Thistle Fleet took on the race management 
duties.

The first two races were held 
Saturday with a northeasterly 
breeze of the 5-10 mph variety.

The first race made it look like 
a run away for the locals as 
Central-Ohio sailors battled for 
the top spots. My brother Rick 
and I were able to squeak out a 
win over fellow LYC sailors 
Tim Boucher and crew Bob 
Bahlen. 

The second race brought an 
increase in wind, which 
shortened the starting line and 
presented a real challenge for 
the fleet, which was still 
shaking off the rust.

George Fisher, hot off his top-ten finish at Lightning 
Worlds led the fleet convincingly with Jamie Jones and 
myself in hot pursuit. George grabbed the bullet and 
Jamie and myself fought off a fast charging Carolyn 
[Evans] Tanner.

With the racing done for the day, competitors gathered for 
Sailors Hour complete with Savage Specials and other 
Adult Beverages. A catered diner with barbecue ribs 
followed.

The annual ISCA Spring Meeting was held with good 
attendance and feedback. 

Sunday saw little-to-no-wind at times making race 
management a monumental challenge. After an hour a 

wafting breeze started the 
fleet who ghosted around a 
short course. Our boat won, 
followed closely by Brad and 
Bob Balmert. The race mixed 
up the standings a bit and the 
scores for the top boats 
represented this.

The Founders Cup, awarded 
to the Club with the lowest 
combined score after the first 
two races, was awarded to 
Hoover Sailing Club.

Fleet 23 would like to thank 
all the volunteers and all 
those who made the trip to 
the 35th Chiefs, we could not 
imagine a better way to start 
the year.

2003 Chiefs Regatta Results are shown on following page
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2003 Chiefs Regatta Results
Place Skipper Boat # Club Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Total

1 Scott Savage 1340 LYC 1 3 1 5
2 George Fisher 1174 HSC 4 1 5 10
3 Brad Balmert 1384 LSYC 7 7 2 16
4 Bob Bradley 1332 JRSC 3 6 7 16
5 Hank Boissoneault 1182 SSC 6 9 3 18
6 Jamie Jones 1267 HSC 5 2 12 19
7 Tim Boucher 757 LYC 2 5 19 26
8 Jeff Clark 1370 HSC 10 10 8 28
9 Carolyn Tanner 1240 LYC 12 4 16 32
10 Steve Aspery 1335 HSC 19 12 4 35
11 Tom Marriott 909 JRSC 11 16 11 38
12 Doug Savage 1153 PRSA 18 13 10 41
13 Steve Wiseman 1278 PYC 15 18 9 42
14 John Dunham 1294 LYC 21 8 17 46
15 Martin Howell 807 PRSA 14 14 18 46
16 Scott Graham 1258 LYC 16 21 14 51
17 Kevin Maki 417 GTYC 9 15 29 53
18 Don Wilson 1374 ISC 12 11 29 53
19 Gary Savage 681 LYC 24 24 6 54
20 Bob Sagan 628 GTYC 8 17 29 54
21 Ina Brolis 1177 SSC 22 23 13 58
22 Ron Gall 1325 JRSC 23 20 15 58
23 Jim Boucher 1178 LYC 17 19 29 65
24 Mike Mirarchi 938 LYC 26 26 21 73
25 Dave White 878 LYC 20 25 29 74
26 Kevin Braci 1248 SSC 27 28 20 75
27 Alan Freeland 1305 HSC 25 22 29 76
28 Matt Blecke 203 JRSC 28 27 29 84

Above photos courtesy of Bob Sagan
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Plan Your Start
by Greg Fisher
as seen in Rebel Rabble, and SNAX 30 Spring 2003

An excellent start usually leads to an excellent finish. 
When your start breaks down, usually the cause is a 
poorly organized, unplanned approach. It is important that 
you develop a concrete, consistent approach you can use 
in every start. What follows is a model outline of the 
approach you may use in starting your Rebel…whether it 
is Clark Lake or Dallas!

BEFORE THE 10 MINUTE GUN:
1) Know your rules! You don’t want to be a “sea lawyer”, 
but you also don’t want to be taken advantage of.
2) Get out early.
a) Sail upwind, watching for shifts and new wind, using 
your compass, determine if there is a pattern, record what 
you find.
b) Check for any current that may affect your positioning 
on the line.
c) Plot the course to the first mark and check if the first 
leg is square to the wind or is lopsided.
d) Set up a tentative plan for your start and first leg based 
on wind shifts, current, course to the first mark, etc. 
Involve your crew in setting up the game plan so they can 
help you stick to it later.

10 MINUTES BEFORE THE START:
1) Check the line to determine the favored end. Head into 
the wind while on the line; the end your bow is pointing 
closer to is the favored end. Start closer to that end to gain 
an advantage.
2) Check your boat to avoid possible last minute 
breakdowns. For instance, check your hiking straps and 
ringdings or clevis pins that are important. Check your 
basic sail settings and boat tuning.
3) Again, sail upwind, checking for shifts and new wind. 
Is there any pattern? Has the pattern changed?

5 MINUTES BEFORE THE START:
1) Again check for the favored end of the line.
2) Sail upwind just long enough to again check for wind 
shifts or changes in velocity
3) Discuss your approach alternatives with your crew. 
Communication is extremely important. Starting is a team 
function – it takes both people on the boat.

3 MINUTES BEFORE THE START:
1) Plan your approach from various methods:
a) The “Port tack approach” is ideal for boats such as the 
Rebel. Sail slightly under the fleet on port tack during the 
last one and one-half minutes. Look for gaps in the line 
where you could tack into. Pick the favored end of the 
line of the line so you are able to tack into a hole 
approximately 50 – 60 seconds before the gun. The 

Rebel’s momentum will help you carry through your tack 
with speed so after you tack you will retain 
maneuverability. This approach leaves you flexible and 
on the offensive. You are the controlling boat and 
maintain flexibility because of this.
b) Sometimes in very heavy or very light winds, the 
“Starboard luffing approach” is a good alternative to the 
port tack approach. At one and one-half minutes you 
should be 3 – 4 boat lengths from the line, moving very 
slowly, closehauled. You should pick a spot ahead and 
slightly to weather of where you want to be at the gun. Be 
conscious of keeping the boat moving, but very high, to 
hold back the boats who have misjudged their timing and 
are early, and also to make it more difficult for boats to 
leeward of you to luff you.
c) You may develop an approach of your own that works 
well for your boat. The important point is to know the 
approach you will use at 3 minutes. Stick to your game 
plan and use it every start it is appropriate. Repetition 
makes for consistent starting.

2 MINUTES BEFORE THE START:
Begin your approach by gauging the wind conditions of 
your approach. If it is heavy wind, you may want to delay 
the beginning. If it is light, you may want to start your 
approach earlier. Keep constant communication with your 
crew. Use them as your eyes. Timing is critical!

1 MINUTE BEFORE THE START:
1) Begin your positioning on the line. Leave distance – at 
least one to two boat lengths for acceleration.
a) The ideal position to accelerate is tucked up close to 
the boat to weather and a boat length to weather of any 
leeward boat. You must defend your hole to leeward.
b) Work with your crew to keep complete control of boats 
around you. Don’t be afraid to luff the boat to weather. 
Watch for boats approaching from behind and to leeward. 
These are the “swoopers” and will try to take your hole to 
leeward. Discourage them by bearing off slightly with 
your sails eased. They will probably be looking for an 
easier "take" and will pass you by. Then luff back up to 
recreate your hole to leeward. Again, knowing your rules 
is important. Luffs must be made slowly before the gun.

40 – 15 SECONDS BEFORE THE START:
1) Begin to accelerate.
a) Trim in slowly, matching the speed of your trimming 
with the speed of your acceleration.
b) Have your crew watch the boat to weather so you begin 
to accelerate at least as quickly. Ideally, you should be 
sure to pick up speed quicker than he does.
c) Be conscious of not pinching at the gun. Remember, 
the hole to leeward is to drive into and out of with greater 
speed. Drive at the gun; pick up maximum speed.

AT THE GUN:
1) You should be moving at maximum speed.

“Plan Your Start” article continued on next page
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Skippy McPatrick’s
Advice for the Aspiring 
Sailor
After days of sailing experience at the Interlake Nationals, 
the not yet respected racing guru Skippy McPatrick has 
some sage advice for the aspiring sailor or salty veteran. 

1. When getting ready for the big race, don’t sell the 
boat from underneath the team the week before the 
Nationals.

2. a.  Be proactive.  Check your trailer more than a day 
before departure just in case the bearings have frozen 
solid and need to be replaced.                                                                         
b.  Learn how to replace said bearings before such an 
emergency!
c.  Inspect the borrowed trailer before loading the 
boat.

3. Don’t go to a 3-man regatta with 2 crew!
4. When jibing the jib, don’t tie it into a figure8! 
5. When you finally get the courage to fly the chute, 

don’t fly the chute out the back of the boat.
6. Remember the jib is always easier to sheet when you 

avoid running its sheet through the spinnaker sheet 
twing.

7. The port jib block works better when the spinnaker 
sheet has been kept out of it!

8. (the mirror principle) The starboard jib block also 
works better when the spinnaker sheet has been kept 
out of it!

9. It is easier to stow the pole if you don’t hook the 
main sheet in the process.

10. After freeing the pole from the main sheet, try not to 
hook the bailing bucket handle.

11. The chute is more effective when it is not flying off 
the top of the mast!

12. Sheeting out the main is always more effective when 
you have not tied the traveler around the tiller first.

13. Vaseline is great to seal leaky bailers, but is totally 
useless when the bailers have to be left open to drain 
the lake from the boat.

14. The Jet Express is a BIG BOAT it is probably best 
not to play chicken with it!

15. Most importantly, hang on and have fun!

Classified Ads:
Interlake #869: “Chiquita”. Yellow and white colored 
Interlake with cover, trailer, and Thomas main, jib and 
spinnaker. Call Susie Wathey at (419) 726-3454.

Used Interlake Sails: I have sails for an old Interlake
sailboat. The boat was destroyed in dry dock many years 
ago, while the sails were stored indoors in an attic. There 
are two jibs and two main sails. One of the sets looks like 
it has had very little use. They both have #332 on the 
main. They were made by Thomas sails in Cleveland and 
are in yellow sail bags. I was planning to sell them on e-
bay, but decided to look first at Interlake sailing clubs. If 
you have an interest, please reply. I have not set a price, 
but will entertain any reasonable offers. E-mail Sid Jordan 
at sjordan@deboisinc.com

Used Interlake - Looking to buy an Interlake. If anyone 
knows of any at your fleets for sale, please let me know. 
Something in the $2,000-3,000 price range with a flat 
deck is preferable, but will take whatever I can get. For 
more information, please contact Martin Howell at (703) 
837-1668 or mhowell@oehrlein.com.

Used Interlake Sails – The American Sailing Institute 
(ASI) in Wixom, Michigan is looking for used Interlake 
sails that are still in usable, good condition. Our 
501(C)(3) status allows tax-deductible donations. Donors 
will receive all the necessary IRS documents.

ASI is a non-profit teaching organization that is fully 
staffed by volunteers. Our focus is on teaching nautical 
skills and boating safety. We are located in Southeastern 
Michigan with training boats for water instruction at the 
Stony Creek and Kensington Metro Parks. Your donation 
would contribute to maintaining our program and our 
fleet.

Please call Diane at 248 -624-4030.
sailasi@comcast.net / www.sailasi.org

2) Concentrate very hard on boat speed for the first 
minute after the gun unless you’ve had a bad start. If this 
is the case, quickly look for your alternatives and bail out 
– either drive off or tack to port.
3) Tactics come second for this minute after the gun 
unless you had a bad start. You must break out of the 
pack.
An organized approach will help you eliminate the last 
minute decisions and will allow you the time to get your 
Rebel off the line as quickly as possible.
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Sailing From the 
Sidelines
By Angie Gall
Fleet #4

For the past two years I have seen quite a bit of sailing 
from a different angle – the shore.

With two small children, more and more of my time is 
dedicated to “supporting sailing” and less and less to 
being on the boat. Having not been a sailor before I got 
married, it probably doesn’t bother me nearly as much as 
it would bother other people.

But I have noticed that life on the shore goes on after the 
last boat leaves the docks. There is always a crew of host 
members who work throughout the racing to make sure 
the event runs smoothly.

Now everyone hears this crew being acknowledged and 
thanked after or during the awards ceremony, but being 
on the shore has allowed me to see how much work this 
crew puts in while the boats are on the water.

Sailors and crew are often hungry and/or thirsty when 
they get off the water, so the shore crew makes certain 
that they are prepared to offer food and beverages when 
the first boat hits the docks.

At the same time, they are working diligently to make 
sure that the hungry sailors and crew will be able to eat 
dinner soon after that last boat hits the docks (so if you 
like a lot of pre-dinner drinks or snacks, be sure to win the 
race to the dock).

Neither of these things surprised me though. I assumed 
that someone worked during the races to make sure that 
all of these things came together at the right time.

The thing that has amazed me is how friendly these shore 
crew are as they are working. I often find myself either in 
their way or asking them for a drink of water for a child, 
access to the refrigerator, or the location of the nearest 
grocery store for a last minute diaper run.

Despite all of the things these crews are trying to 
accomplish, they are always very friendly and helpful. 
They could easily be annoyed by screaming children and 
a mother asking them a lot of questions, but they never 
are.

The other thing that has surprised me as I have spent more 
and more time on the shore instead of on the boat, is just 
how quickly a day’s racing can go by.  

I usually take a book and/or my computer with me and 
have the impression that I will be able to get a lot of stuff 
done while they are out.

But it seems like as soon as the boats leave the docks they 
are back again. This is in stark contrast to being on the 
boat and feeling like the racing is going on and on and on.

Another added “perk” of being a sailing supporter instead 
of a sailor is avoiding all of the work with getting the boat 
into and out of the water.

Chasing kids, while work in itself, as least gets me out of 
rolling sails, wiping down the boat, securing and loading 
all of the gear, and all of the other fun stuff. I’ll take peak-
a-boo, pushing the swing, and smelling flowers any day!

I’m sure that someday I’ll be back on the boat on a 
regular basis, but for now I’m enjoying the look of sailing 
from the sidelines. 

I get the opportunity to meet more of the shore crew who 
I never would have known otherwise. I’ve discovered that 
you truly appreciate the hospitality of a club when you are 
getting in their way as they try to get dinner ready, and 
they are still smiling!

And getting out of sail rolling and such is always a great 
deal!

Who knows, maybe by the time I’m ready to start sailing 
regularly again, Aubrey or Emma will be right there with 
us and we can enjoy the racing as a family. 

Aubrey is already anxious to test her lifejacket and go “on 
the sailboat with Daddy.”

For now, the Gall ladies will be on the shore waving and 
watching and cheering everyone on.
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ISCA Fleet Captains’ 
Meeting
Saturday, March 1, 2003
Dodge City Restaurant, Wapakoneta OH
Vice-President Don Wilson opened the annual Fleet Captains 
Meeting to order at 9:10am. The following fleet captains were in 
attendance:

Fleet 1 Sandusky Mike Muhn
Fleet 4 Jolly Roger Tim Marriott
Fleet 10 Indian Lake Dan Graf for Chip Wood
Fleet 14 North Cape Craig Spear
Fleet 22 Portage, MI Ann Taylor
Fleet 23 Leatherlips Scott Savage for George Newell
Fleet 24 Hoover Tim Lohner
Fleet 28 Indianapolis Bob Butsch

The ISCA Officers explained their duties and how the fleets and 
officers can help each other. Next, the Fleet Captains gave short 
reports on their fleets.

Fleet 1 – Mike noted that Sandusky will again hold a 1-day 
regatta this year. The fleet has about 32 members and get up to 
15 on the water for races.

Fleet 4 – The Cattail will be a 1-day regatta. There are about 30 
fleet members. Tim noted that they had fun at their annual ski 
weekend, traditionally the first weekend in February.

Fleet 22 – Portage has 29 members. Thursday evening racing is 
well attended. Due to a conflict at the club this year, the Hot-to-
Trot regatta has been moved to a new date, Sept. 27-28.

Fleet 5 – Dan reported approximately 18 fleet members at 
Indian Like. The club is currently at maximum membership.

Fleet 13 – Clark Chapin spoke briefly about the fleet at 
American Sailing Institute. They are a community sailing 
organization that provides teaching and racing.

Fleet 14 – The North Cape fleet has 8 – 10 members. Several 
members also sail at Jolly Roger. Several fleets race on 
Tuesdays twice per month.

Fleet 20 – Hank had contacted Port Clinton; they may have 
three additional boats, and hope to send 3 participants to 
Nationals.

Fleet 23 – Leatherlips has 28 members and will host the 
Founder’s Cup this year at the Chief’s Regatta.

Fleet 24 – The club has changed its name to Hoover Sailing
Club. There are 33 fleet members. Club racing takes place on 
Sunday afternoons and Wednesday evenings.

Fleet 28 –There are 26 Indy fleet members, with usually ten out 
for Sunday racing. The Interlake fleet is the most active fleet, 
which Bob attributes to family atmosphere and social events. 
They actively work to get people into starter boats, and then 

move up to better boats.

Fleet 38 – Fleet Captain Martin Howell sent a report – they have 
added 4 members this year for a total of 12. This fleet consists of 
two clubs: Potomac River Sailing Association (PRSA) in 
Alexandria, Virginia, and Southern Maryland Sailing 
Association (SMSA) in Solomons Maryland.

Clark Chapin talked about the 2003 Nationals at Portage Yacht 
Club. Check the website for event information at www.ms-
pyc.com/ilncs03/.

Don Wilson verified the Travelers Series schedule with the Fleet 
Captains.

ISCA Executive 
Committee Meeting
I. CALL TO ORDER After a break for lunch, President Jeff 
Clark began the Executive Committee meeting at 12:10 pm. All 
of the fleet captains stayed for meeting (most had shared rides 
with ISCA officers…but we appreciate their input!)

A quorum (at least 50%) of the voting members was present:

Jeff Clark (President) Don Wilson (Vice-President)
Lisa Aspery (Sec-Treas) Tom Marriott (Past President)
Clark Chapin (MI-VP) Hank Boissoneault (N-OH-VP)
Ron Gall (Intercom Editor) Jamie Jones (S-OH-VP)
Scott Savage (Chief Measurer) 

II. REPORTS
A. Secretary - Treasurer
• The minutes from the January 18th meeting were approved 

as distributed.
• Most of the fleets have submitted reports to Lisa as 

required by the ISCA Bylaws. Lisa will send reminders to 
the rest. 

• Memberships are coming in and previous members who do 
not “re-up” will be reminded by email if possible, or by 
mail. 

• A budget for 2003 was passed out. A projected budget 
shortfall was discussed.

• Clark Chapin noted that the NRC manual requests financial 
statements from the host club following the event to aid in 
planning for future nationals.

B. Intercom
Ron Gall has sent invoices for 2002 advertising. In order to save 
on printing costs, Ron was urged to shop around. To encourage 
used boat sales, “Sail it or sell it” will be on the front cover of 
the next issue, which will be sent to all known Interlake owners.

C. Chief Measurer
Topics discussed include template to measure hull radii, 
Nationals pre-measurement at select regattas, and concave / 
convex hulls. Scott’s report follows these minutes. Scott also 
noted that measurement forms need to track corrector weights 
and safety equipment. An article will be written following 
Nationals listing the top ten boats’ measurements and 
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equipment.

D. Builder
Terry Kilpatrick was unable to attend as he has six boats due in 
the spring.

E. VP Reports
The Regional VP’s assigned the double-starred events: PRSA 
Spring Regatta, Cattail at Jolly Roger, Interlake Stakes at 
Hoover, and Great White Northern at Traverse City.

F. Marketing
As the need for a Marketing VP was again discussed, Bob 
Butsch foolishly began asking intelligent questions about the 
ISCA’s marketing goals.

Scott Savage nominated Bob Butsch for Marketing VP. Bob 
accepted, motion approved!

III. OLD BUSINESS
2003 National Race Committee

Member / Builder Committee
A member, who was having trouble reaching Terry, called Scott. 
Once contact was made, the situation was settled. Scott noted 
that members need to understand that Terry builds our boats in 
addition to a full-time job.

IV. NEW BUSINESS
2003 Traveler’s Series
Clark Chapin moved, and Don Wilson seconded, to make both 
the Clark Lake and SMSA Fall Invitational regattas on Sept. 
20,21 count in the Traveler’s Series. Motion passed.

Clark further moved to make both the Snow Flurries on Sept 27, 
and Hot-to-Trot on Sept 27,28 (for this year only) regattas count 
in the Traveler’s Series. Motion passed.

Notice of Race – Scott Savage moved, and Bob Butsch 
seconded, to accept the Traveler’s Series Notice of Race with 
dates and personnel as amended appropriate to 2003. Motion 
passed.

US Sailing Spring Meeting
Clark Chapin proposed the following resolution:

Until further notice, the Interlake Sailing Class Association will 
not approve a bid for the Interlake National Championship from 
a club if the "Association Appeals Committee for the place in 
which the event was held" in rule F1.1 is the Ohio Valley 
Sailing Association Appeals Committee. OVSA member clubs 
wishing to host the event must obtain an agreement with 
an alternative Appeals Committee to hear appeals arising from 
the Interlake National Championship. This unfortunate action is 
due to the unacceptable quality of this group and the inability of 
US SAILING to adequately address the problem.
Scott seconded, motion passed.

Regional Assignments
There was some confusion as to which ISCA region North Cape 
should be a part. A question was raised as to whether the current 
divisions made sense. These issues were deferred to the next 
meeting. Please contact an ISCA officer if you have ideas that 

should be considered.

Adjourned at 2:15.

NEXT MEETING: at the Chief’s Regatta, May 3 & 4, at 
Leatherlips Yacht Club in Columbus, Ohio.

ISCA Executive 
Committee Meeting
Saturday, May 3rd, 2003
Leatherlips Yacht Club

I. CALL TO ORDER
President Jeff Clark called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. A 
quorum (at least 50%) of the voting members was present:

Jeff Clark (President) Lisa Aspery (Sec-Treas)
Jamie Jones (S-OH-VP) Don Wilson (Vice-President)
Clark Chapin (MI-VP) Ron Gall (Intercom Editor)
Scott Savage (Chief Measurer) Tom Marriott (Past Pres)
Hank Boissoneault (N-OH-VP) Bob Butsch (Marketing)

Also present: Terry Kilpatrick, Bob Bradley

II. REPORTS
A. Secretary - Treasurer
The minutes from the March meeting were approved as 
distributed.

Membership:
Active 148
Associate 17
FYF 9
Life 4

178

Money: Checking 5157.44
Savings 3939.13
Merrill Lynch 4929.18

$14025.75

This time last year: 188 total. Reminder mailing just went out.

B. Intercom
Next deadline: May 10.

C. Website
Jeff Clark noted that few higher number boats are making it onto 
the website. It is believed that they are selling at the clubs 
without needing to advertise.

D. Chief Measurer
Bob Bradley presented the CAD plans of the Interlake. Chief 
Measurer Scott Savage found the CAD drawings to be in 
conformance with the official Interlake plans, and made a 
motion for approval by the Executive Committee. Jamie Jones 
seconded, motion passed.

• Scott Savage has measured three boats at Chiefs in 
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preparation for Nationals. 
• Boats are complying with the interpretation on sharpened 

chines – owners are successfully re-rounding to get them 
into spec. 

• Scott has been investigating whether carbon fiber spinnaker 
poles and tiller tubes are legal under our specifications. 
Scott believes that they are legal unless the class wants to 
specifically exclude them. Input will be sought from 
members at the general meeting tonight.

E. Regional VP Reports
Reports to be given at the general meeting after dinner.

F. Marketing
Bob Butsch has contacted past marketing VP’s via e-mail 
seeking input on past marketing efforts, but has received no 
response.

Bob attended the spring meeting of US Sailing and met many 
officers and several marketing professionals in the sailing 
community.

A short e-mail survey will be sent to all ISCA members. Future 
marketing efforts will be based upon this input if adequate 
response is received.

III. OLD BUSINESS
Nationals 2003
Will discuss at general meeting.

Member / Builder Committee
Terry Kilpatrick has nominated Bob Bradley to be his 
representative on the committee. The Executive Committee 
approved.

USSA – OVSA
Jeff Clark, Scott Savage, and Jamie Jones met with US Sailing 
officers at their spring meeting to discuss the problems with 
appeals returned from the Ohio Valley Sailing Association. The 
OVSA has been told that they are not applying the rules 
correctly. Jeff reported that US Sailing has been very 
understanding and he considers the issue resolved.

Regional Assignments
The issue of ISCA regions will be presented at the general 
meeting for input.

IV. NEW BUSINESS
Request to Co-Helm at Nationals
A request was received for co-owners of an Interlake to share 
skippering duties at Nationals due to the medical condition of 
one of the owners.

The executive committee discussed the limitations on helm and 
crew in sanctioned events and took no action.

Nominating Committee
Tom Marriott is the head of the committee as past president. The 
regional VP’s present offered to serve on the committee; John 
Nagle will be asked as well.

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm.

NEXT MEETING: at Nationals at Portage Yacht Club in 
Pinckney, MI.

ISCA General Meeting
Saturday, May 3rd, 2003
Leatherlips Yacht Club
President Jeff Clark opened the meeting at 7:25.

A. Secretary - Treasurer
Lisa Aspery repeated the report (above).

B. Chief Measurer
Scott Savage discussed the use of carbon fiber for spinnaker 
poles and tiller extensions, and asked for comments. He also 
announced the completion of the CAD plans.

C. Builder
Terry Kilpatrick is ready to deliver the fifth and sixth Interlakes 
built this year, and has orders for three more. The factory tour 
last fall was successful in bringing in orders for three new boats. 

Terry stressed the need to promote the Interlake, and has seen 
many new owners switching to the Interlake from other types of 
boats.

D. Regional VP Reports
Regional VPs updated the group on activities in their areas.

E. Marketing
Bob Butsch was introduced as our new Marketing VP. He gave 
an overview of the committee’s current plans. (report above)

F. Regional Assignments
Jeff Clark brought up the issue of how our regions are divided 
and asked for input. The question is whether members in 
different regions have equitable representation on the executive 
committee, and if there is a better way to organize the fleets into 
regions. Little input was received.

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.

ISCA MEMBER/BUILDER 
COMMITTEE

Created by the Executive Committee to 
promote a positive relationship with 
Customflex and assist members in resolving 
difficulties with service and parts. Members 
should contact one of the committee members 
for assistance.

Scott Savage – (614) 889-7729
Steve Wiseman – (734) 663-3217
Bob Bradley – (734) 243-0974



The Intercom …  20

The Intercom
c/o Lisa Aspery
264 Crandall Dr
Worthington, Ohio  43085

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 64
SYLVANIA,
OHIO 43560

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


