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From the President
By Tom Marriott

Despite the chilly spring, the games have begun.  It
was great to see thirty-some boats turnout at the
Chief’s Regatta. Light and shifty winds made for
some challenging opportunities for both the Race
Committee and the competitors.

I would like to thank the Savages and all the folks at
Leatherlips Yacht Club for the great hospitality and
a job well done.

The Cattail Regatta at Jolly Roger Sailing Club
hosted some gusty winds on Saturday and light
winds on Sunday. The turnout was not nearly as big
as at the Chief’s Regatta but the weather and the
competition were excellent.

Brad and Bob Balmert brought home the first place
trophy despite Bob taking a brief swim during one of
the races.

I was looking through some our old Interlake articles
when I stumbled across an article that reminded me
of when I was first introduced to Interlakes. At that
time, one-third of all Interlakes were made of wood
and the rest were fiberglass.

Bill Schroeder, who was one of the original
Interlakers and also twice Class President, wrote the
following article:

“Birth of the Glass Interlake:
In 1956 the Interlake Association Members,
realizing that glass construction would be a boon to
the growth of the Class, set about to initiate such a
building program. Vince DiMaio, then the owner of
boat #67, decided to make a glass mold off his
wooden boat.

His first attempt was not completely successful as
the glass adhered to the wood. On his second
attempt it was pitted and lacked uniformity. His
determination finally brought partial success on the
third attempt – but it still lacked a fine finish.

At this point the Association in conjunction with
Vince sought out Marino Giovagnali (who worked
for the Lyman Boat Company) to build a prototype

from which to make a glass mold. The plywood
prototype cost $650 and was paid for with $400
from the class and the balance by Vince. It was 1957
when the first glass Interlake #161 was built.”

Since then, only a handful of wooden Interlakes
have been built.

I remember the first and only time I crewed for
Vince DiMaio, it was in the early sixties at Clark
Lake Yacht Club. I don’t remember what place we
got, but I will never forget that at the awards he
handed me the trophy to keep. Cool guy!

I hope to see all of you at some of the great
upcoming regattas and certainly at Nationals!

Plenty of spaces available each issue to advertise
your used boats and boat related items. Take
advantage of this free and useful service.
Contact the Intercom editor at (419) 382-6998,
or by E-mail (preferred) at ron.gall@dana.com.
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Chief’s Regatta
Leatherlips Yacht Club
May 4-5, 2002
By Scott Savage
Fleet #23

What can you say about the 2002 Chief’s Regatta…
frustrating, mind boggling to the point that you
wanted to jump in the water and swim to shore? And
that was just the Race Committee.

The wind forecast was South 5-10. Those who sail at
Leatherlips know this as near perfect conditions.
What we actually saw was some east, some north,
some south etc. And that was just in the first 5
minutes.

A.J. Savage and his crew ran two good races with
the conditions that were given to them. They were
happy that Sunday brought somewhat better
conditions.

We were also happy to have 30 boats. Twenty-four

of these boats were from out of town, including
Traverse City, MI, and Solomons Island, MD.

Local knowledge must have played a big role as
Leatherlips’ boats took the top two spots. Tim
Boucher with crew Bob Balen took 1st. Scott Savage
with crew Rick Savage came in 2nd.

Hoover Yacht Club’s Steve Aspery with crew Lisa
Aspery and Jamie Jones placed 3rd. George Fisher
with crew Martha Fisher and Dave Alvarado and
Grand Traverse Yacht Club’s Bob Sagan with crew
Nate Reynolds followed in 4th and 5th place
respectively.

The sailor’s hour followed Saturday’s races with a
catered dinner and the annual meeting. This made up
for a tough day of sailing.

Fleet 23 would like to thank the Race Committee,
provided by the Thistles and chaired by A.J. Savage.

A large regatta is always a lot of work to pull off,
and this year’s edition was no different. FLEET 23
members put on an event with hospitality to spare.

Thank you all!

George Fisher leads Tom Marriott and others around
weather mark

Competitive racing between Denny Dieball and George
Fisher

2002 Chief’s Regatta Photos… Courtesy of Skip Dieball

Race results and more pictures on next page
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Tim Boucher and crew Bob Balen accept their first place
trophies

Place Skipper Club Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Total
1 Tim Boucher LYC 3 1 1 5
2 Scott Savage LYC 2 3 5 10
3 Steve Aspery HYC 5 4 2 11
4 George Fisher HYC 8 5 4 17
5 Bob Sagan GTYC 14 2 6 22
6 Carolyn Tanner LYC 10 10 3 23
7 Brad Balmert LSYC 4 12 8 24
8 Denny Dieball TIYC 16 6 7 29
9 Clark Chapin PYC 1 8 21 30

10 Don Wilson ISC 11 11 12 34
11 Karl Bradley JRSC 18 13 9 40
12 Kevin Maki GTYC 12 7 22 41
13 Hank Boissoneault SSC 9 9 23 41
14 John Dunham LYC 13 15 15 43
15 Tom Marriott JRSC 6 24 14 44
16 Bob Bradley JRSC 17 17 10 44
17 Jim Boucher LYC 19 14 13 46
18 Ty Cathey PYC 15 16 16 47
19 Jeff Clark HYC 7 22 19 48
20 Doug Savage PRSA 25 23 11 59
21 Alan Freeland HYC 26 20 18 64
22 Gary Savage LYC 27 19 20 66
23 Ron Gall JRSC 23 29 17 69
24 Martin Howell PRSA 24 21 24 69
25 Mike Birch HYC 21 25 25 71
26 George Newell LYC 20 26 26 72
27 Dan Graf ILYC 28 18 DNS 77
28 Stewart Fitz Gibbon MSC 22 28 DNS 81
29 Chip Wood ILYC 29 27 27 83
30 Kevin Bracy SSC 30 30 28 88

2002 Chief’s Regatta Race Results

Brad Balmert has “No Fear” of his competition

Photo on left courtesy of Scott Savage. Photo on right courtesy of Skip Dieball.
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Potomac River Sailing
Association Spring
Regatta
Washington Sailing Marina -
Alexandria, VA
May 25-26, 2002
By Martin Howell
Captain, Fleet #39

Good Times! Good Times! Three Interlakes
competed in this year’s running of the PRSA Spring
Regatta. Saturday brought light and shifty winds in
the 3-8 knot range and warm temperatures. Four
excellent races were sailed that proved very
challenging for all three Interlakes. This was Doug
and Liz Savage’s first time sailing their new boat,
#1153, on their home waters since picking it up at
the Chief’s Regatta a few weeks prior.

Team Savage made their presence known right from
the start by forcing #807 over early at the start of the
first race. Eddie Rozier and Amy Plett displayed
amazing upwind speed on #700. All three boats were
very evenly matched, with lead changes taking place
often in every race, and the three boats always
finishing very close together. Playing the shifts and
compensating for the current made things
challenging.

As the day went on, the powerboats stirred things up
and dealing with the chop became important. This
was one-design racing at its best.

At the end of the day we had raced four races.
Ashley and Martin Howell sailing #807 won three of
the four races, but worked very hard for them all.
Team Savage won the other race.

Once the racing was over, it was time for the
important stuff - food, drink and socializing. PRSA
hosted a cookout at the marina. Later, the Interlake
fleet moved to the Howell house for more food and
drink. Several “potential” Interlakers joined the
party and experienced one of the best aspects of
Interlake sailing – the people and the camaraderie.
Everyone seemed to have a good time.

Sunday morning brought less wind, more heat, and a
little changing of the guard on the Savage boat.
Doug had to work that day, so Liz took over the
driving duties for Sunday and recruited a Tripp 26
owner to crew for her. After the long, slow drift out
to the racing area, we finally got a race started.
What little wind was available shifted all around the
compass dial.

Liz aced the start of that race, quickly putting a lot of
distance between them and #700 and #807 behind.
Team Howell was able to crawl back into second
place by the weather mark, after a horrible start. At
the jibe mark, #1153 and #807 were even. Then it
was a float in the current to the leeward mark. Team
Rozier on #700 floated fastest, as he passed #1153.

Once we got to the leeward mark, there wasn’t
enough wind to beat the current. We drifted
backwards for awhile (note to self: drop the anchor
next time). After about thirty minutes of drifting, we
collectively decided to bail out as a fleet. Ten
minutes later the RC abandoned the race and we all
headed for the marina.

Regardless of the lack of wind, we all had a great
time. Doug and Liz Savage are going to be great
additions to our fleet, and will help us all sail
smarter and faster.

Next year the Spring Regatta will be back on the
Traveler’s Series. There will be more wind, and the
traditional Interlake party at Casa Howell will carry
on into its third year. Please come join us in 2003.

Place Skipper & Crew Boat # Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Total

1 Ashley & Martin Howell 807 1 2 1 1 5
2 Doug & Liz Savage 1153 2 1 2 2 7
3 Eddie Rozier & Amy Plett 700 3 3 3 3 12
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Place Skipper & Crew Club Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Total

1 Brad & Bob Balmert, Kathy La Valley LSYC 1 3 8 2 1 15
2 Shelly Rothenbuhler, Ray Gall, Karan Gran CSYC 8 4 1 1 2 16
3 Tom Marriott, Marty Pearson JRSC 3 5 5 4 4 21
4 Bob & Jim Bradley, Dick Frasier JRSC 4 6 3 6 3 22
5 Denny Dieball, George Reis TIYC 10 1 7 3 5 26
6 Jim Davis, Nick Gilmore, Dennis DeGolier NCYC 6 10 2 5 6 29
7 Hank Boissoneault, Larry Nesta, Cristy Grace SSC 2 2 4 DNS DNS 34
8 John and Judy Greiner, Jill Goldberg NCYC 7 7 10 8 7 39
9 Tim Marriott, Tom Crowley, Ron Gall JRSC 11 8 6 7 8 40
10 Jeanne and Mike Koschalk JRSC 9 9 9 DNS DNS 53
11 Mike and Tammy Zuilhof SSC 5 DNS DNS DNS DNS 57
12 Ron Gall, Kevin Bradley, Scott Marriott JRSC DNS DNS DNS 9 9 57

Cattail Regatta
Jolly Roger Sailing Club
June 1-2, 2002
By Ray Gall
Fleet #4

Jolly Roger Sailing Club, located on the Ottawa
River in Toledo, Ohio, hosted their annual Cattail
Regatta on June 1-2 The one important difference
this year compared to recent years was that we had
two perfect days for sailing. Races were sailed on
windward-leeward courses in the open water of Lake
Erie’s Maumee Bay. This was a five race series with
three races sailed on Saturday and two on Sunday.
Eighty boats competed in this multi-class event
which included the first regatta of the year for the
Inter-Lake Yachting Association’s Junior Travelers
Series.

The winds on Saturday were from the east at 15
knots, gusting close to 20. The results were mixed in
the Interlake class after the races on Saturday due to
problems in each of the leading boats. Hank
Boissoneault of Sandusky Sailing Club was the most
consistent sailor and lead the 12-boat fleet after the
first three races. Shelly Rothenbuhler, of Grosse
Pointe, MI’s, Crescent Sail Yacht Club, lost her tiller
at the first mark of Race 1, and did two circles
before regaining control of her boat to post a eighth
place finish. Shelly put it all together in race 3 to
finish first. Brad Balmert of Lorain Sailing and
Yacht Club took first in Race 1 but lost his dad, Bob,
overboard in Race 3 to finish eighth. The wind got to

be a bit much for Mike and Tammy Zuilhof of
Sandusky Sailing Club and they dropped out of
Races 2 and 3. I am not sure what happened to
Denny Dieball of Toledo Ice Yacht Club in Race 1
(10th) but he came back to finish first in Race 2. At
the end of the day, Hank Boissoneault was in first
place followed by Brad Balmert.

After the races on Saturday, there was free beer and
post race evaluations. A wonderful steak/chicken
dinner then followed.

The final two races of the five race series got started
at 10:00 am on Sunday in a freshening breeze of 5
knots from the east. Shelly Rothenbuhler found the
favored end of the line of the first race for an early
lead. She kept her lead for the entire race to finish
first followed by Brad and Bob Balmert.

Shelly again got off to an early lead in the final race
of the series but Brad Balmert was fast upwind and
overtook the lead at the first mark. Brad and Shelly
changed places several times during this race with
Brad finishing first.

With this win, Brad won the regatta. In second place
for the series was Shelly Rothenbuhler, followed by
Tom Marriott of Jolly Roger. Brad Balmert was also
the winner of the Michelob Trophy, which is
presented to the winner of the largest fleet
participating in the Cattail regatta.

Congratulations to all the winners, and thanks to
everyone who came from out of town to participate
in our regatta. Hope to see more of you next year
and I promise the same great weather.



The Intercom   8

One-Day Regattas
By Angie Gall
Captain, Fleet #4

I will be curious to see what kind of reaction this
article generates. I realize that for many people who
have been sailing forever and would love to devote
their entire summer (or year) to the sport, devoting
many weekends is just a part of that.

I am writing from the perspective of the “reluctant”
sailor.

A couple of years ago when I became editor of the
Intercom, I introduced myself by saying that I had
married into the sport. That was true. My first
experience on a sailboat of any kind was with Ron
and his mother Barb at Put-In-Bay the summer
before we got married.

As many people told me I would, I have come to
appreciate the sport, to feel somewhat comfortable
in what I am doing, and actually, though I hate to
admit it, to like sailing.

But what I have not come to do is to love it the way
many Interlakers do, or to be willing to devote
countless weekends to traveling with the boat.

Which is why I am a big fan of one-day regattas.
For those of us who don’t live to sail, devoting one
day to the sport keeps it fun without making it seem
like a job. And I think there are a lot more current
or potential ISCA members who would appreciate
the reduced format.

With one small child, and another due to arrive
shortly after you receive this, packing up the family
and committing an entire weekend to either sailing
or doing all of the travelling/work that goes along
with it, can take some of the fun out of sailing.

I applaud the Port Clinton and Sandusky fleets for
using the one-day format this year, and encourage
other clubs to consider it in the future.

For those of you who think I “just don’t get it,” here
are some other reasons that the one-day format
should be used more often than it is now.

It’s more family-friendly. As I already said,
packing up the family and devoting the whole
weekend to sailing means that all other
commitments to family, friends and especially
children, get pushed aside. For both working and
stay-at-home parents, weekends are often a time to
catch up with immediate and extended families.
Two-day regattas make that even more difficult.

It could increase interest in the ISCA. For the past
three years there has been discussion about making
the class grow and attracting younger sailors and
members. Making participation in regattas easier on
those with young families will be a step in the right
direction. The opportunity to participate in one-day
regattas may also encourage new or potential
members to become more active in the class by
requiring less of a commitment.

It could increase attendance at less-popular
regattas. It’s no secret that some regattas are very
well attended, while others are not. For those
regattas with poor attendance, reducing the format to
one-day may be just enough of a change to re-
invigorate interest in the regatta. If what you’ve been
using isn’t producing the results you want, then
trying something new can’t hurt.

I believe that the two-day regatta format has its place
and has been very successful for many clubs. It also
meets the needs of those truly devoted sailors who
would sail every day if they could. And those sailors
are just as much a part of ISCA as anyone else.

Many people who participate in a lot of Traveler’s
Series regattas say that the variety of venues and
conditions interests them. A variety of formats
should also be included. This can and should mean
expanded use of the one-day regatta format.

True, the one-day regatta means that you can’t have
a bad day, or even a bad race. But then isn’t the
purpose of the Traveler’s Series to recognize the
sailor and crew who show consistent excellence in
many circumstances, including one-day regattas?

If individual clubs want to boost the participation in
regattas and the ISCA truly wants to recruit more
and younger active members to the class, one-day
regattas should be considered. Then the unsure or
“reluctant” sailors and crew can participate without
requiring the commitment of a full weekend.
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2002 Interlake
Nationals-A Sneak
Preview
By Dave Nighswander
Captain, Fleet #20 & Nationals Chairman

The 2002 Interlake Championship, Challenger,
Women’s and Youth Nationals will be a great event
and we're looking forward to meeting you there. Port
Clinton Yacht Club (PCYC) is located on the
southwestern basin of Lake Erie, some sixty miles
west of Cleveland, Ohio, as the crow flies and forty-
five miles from Toledo, Ohio. Our facilities include
a bar, bathhouses, swimming pool, marina docking,
lakefront beach and riverfront deck. PCYC is a
year-round, family-oriented private club, with a
history and tradition rooted in sailing dating back to
the early 1900’s. For more information on the Port
Clinton Yacht Club, check our web site,
http://www.portclintonyachtclub.com.

As Host for the 2002 Interlake Nationals, Port
Clinton Yacht Club has been planning and working
on this event throughout the winter. You can be
assured that we will put on the best possible
Nationals for you. We take our regatta hosting very
seriously, and as our guest you can expect a first
class venue for this year’s Nationals; professionally
run with an eye to detail, fair play and
sportsmanship.

We have recently installed a second permanent hoist
in preparation for the two National events we will
host this year. Ample space is available in our
lagoon after launch for rigging, as well as plenty of
room to adequately trailer all competitors’ boats.

Tent camping (no RV’s) is allowed on the Yacht
Club grounds. As Host Club, we have arranged for a
special rate of $79.00 per night (two double beds)
with OurGuest Inn in downtown Port Clinton for
competitors and their families. When calling
OurGuest (419) 734-3000 reference the PCYC
Interlake Nationals to obtain the special room rate.
Make Reservations before JUNE 15, 2002. You will
be less than a mile from the Yacht Club.

We will try our best to get your guests out on the

water to watch the racing. PCYC hopes to have
several spectator boats available.

The Women’s & Junior’s racing will take place on
Monday, August 12. Three races are planned for this
series.

The Championship & Challenger races will begin on
Tuesday, August 13. It is the intent of the Race
Committee to complete three (3) races on each
Tuesday and Wednesday, and two (2) races on
Thursday. However, this plan is subject to wind
conditions. More or less than three races may be
held each day based upon wind.

The winds in August are predominately from the
south, southwest and may range from non-existent to
20 knots. The water temperature in August is
approximately 78 °F and the air temperature is in the
mid 80’s – usually with humidity. But remember, it
is Lake Erie, and anything can happen!

The 1st keg will be tapped Sunday afternoon. The 1st

“official” keg will be tapped at 1200 hours Monday!

Monday evening’s Welcome Party is planned for the
North Shore Beach! Hot dogs, burgers, and
marshmallows (did I say beer?) will be available. A
bonfire & sing along are planned for your enjoyment
& entertainment. After Race Beverages will be
provided daily (beer, pop, water), along with snacks.

The ISCA Annual Meeting and dinner will be
Tuesday evening (let us know if you intend to
participate when registering).

The Awards Banquet will be held promptly at 6:30
PM on Thursday, August 15, to facilitate an early
evening departure for competitors. The Host Club
will greatly appreciate all competitors (their boats &
equipment) depart no later than Friday, August 16, at
12:00 PM.

Registration forms, NOR, SI, and Information for
the Nationals are on the Port Clinton Yacht Club
web site AND the Interlake web site. Remember to
order your 2002 Interlake Nationals shirts (T-Shirt,
Polo Shirt and Long-sleeved Mock-T) when
registering.

Port Clinton Yacht Club is proud to host the 2002
Interlake Nationals, we will do our best to make it
a memorable event for each of you.
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IINNTTEERRLLAAKKEE  SSAAIILLIINNGG  CCLLAASSSS  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN
 2002 NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP/CHALLENGER SERIES
WOMEN’S, & JUNIORS CHAMPIONSHIP

August 11 to 15, 2002 -- Lake Erie’s Northcoast, Port Clinton, Ohio

Organizing Authority: Interlake Sailing Class Association
        HHoosstteedd  BByy::                             PPOORRTT  CCLLIINNTTOONN  YYAACCHHTT  CCLLUUBB;;    FFlleeeett  ##2200

N O T I C E   O F   R A C E

RULES The regatta will be governed by the 2001-2004 ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the prescriptions of US
Sailing, and the rules of Interlake Sailing Class Association (except as altered by the Sailing Instructions).

ELIGIBILITY The regatta is open to all persons who meet ISCA requirements for sanctioned events contained in Article IV of the
Bylaws.  Competitors must meet all ownership, class membership and measurement requirements, and must have paid all event fees
before becoming an official competitor. Competitors must be a 2002 ISCA member by July 29, 2002, or as required below.

Women’s Championship: Open to all women, ISCA membership is not required.
Juniors: All crew (including helmsman) must be under the age of 20 on August 1, 2002. ISCA membership is not

required.
APPLICATION & ENTRY FEE Application shall be made by completing the Entry Form. Entry Forms can be obtained from
www.portclintonyachtclub.com ,  & www.interlakesailing.org ,or by mail.

             The entry fee for Women’s & Juniors is $25.00 per boat (late fee $10.00).
The entry fee for Championship / Challenger Divisions is $75.00 (late fee $25.00).  Late fees will be assessed for all entries postmarked
after 07/29/02).  The entry fee is payable to P.C.Y.C. Sailing Fleet, and must be included with the entry form. The entry fee is
Non-refundable.

BORROWED/CHARTERED BOATS Competitors are required to bring their own boats.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
 Sunday, August 11, 2002

Measurement, Registration & Check-in: (all Divisions) 1400 – 1800
   Monday, August 12, 2002

Measurement, Registration & Check-in: (Championship/Challenger ) 0900 -- 1800
Skippers’ Meeting (Women/Juniors): 0930

 1 Hour Gun (Women’s/Juniors): 1100
Warning Signal: 1155

                              Subsequent races will be held as soon as possible after the end of the previous race.
Skipper’s Meeting (Championship/Challenger): 1900

Tuesday,  August 13, 2002
One-hour Gun- (Championship & Challenger)                1000
Warning Signal: 1055

                              Subsequent races will be held as soon as possible after the end of the previous race.
ISCA Annual Meeting 1900

Wednesday, August 14, 2002
One-hour Gun -(Championship & Challenger)  1000
Warning Signal:  1055

                              Subsequent races will be held as soon as possible after the end of the previous race.
Thursday,    August 15, 2002

One-hour Gun -(Championship & Challenger) 1000
Warning Signal:  1055

                              Subsequent races will be held as soon as possible after the end of the previous race.
Awards Banquet, Dinner & Party  1730       

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS Can be obtained from www.portclintonyachtclub.com, and will be available at registration.

MEASUREMENT Completion of measurement is mandatory, and will be conducted on August 11th and August 12th.

SCORING Entrants will be divided into Championship & Challenger fleets – the choice is at the Skipper’s discretion declared at
registration. The Low-Point Scoring System, Appendix A2 of the racing rules, will apply for all classes. There will be one discard after five
races have been completed. For purposes of awarding prizes and qualification for subsequent events, five races will constitute a series.

PROTEST Rule 61.1(a) is changed requiring the display of a protest flag to signal the intent to protest.

AWARDS   Championship Perpetual:  Skipper & Crew; Championship Individual:  1st – 7th Skipper & Crew

Challenger Perpetual:  Skipper,  Challenger Individual: 1st – 5th Skipper & Crew,  F.K. Holzman Award: Best Fleet Participation,  Best First
Nationals Award (outside of top 7): Skipper & Crew, Women’s/Juniors Perpetual: Skippers, W/J Individual: 1st – 3rd Skipper & Crew

Contacts:    Doug Young, PRO/Regatta Chmn., PH. (419) 797-6441, email: young@thirdplanet.net    Dave Nighswander, FCoS,      
                  PH. (419) 734-1253, email: dnighs@cros.net     Park McRitchie,, PH. (419) 898-6444, email: Quikspray@aol.com
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View From the Crew
By Watt Duffy as seen in Snipe Hunt and
reproduced in SNAX, Issue # 29, June 2001

From the front of the boat everything is much
clearer. Crews can glance around without worrying
about whether or not the boat is on the wind or not.
Keep this in mind when your legs are saying not
another minute, or your feet feel like they will come
off right at the ankles. What a great moment to strain
those tired stomach muscles one more time and look
around the course. Has your skipper overlaid again?
Now you will have to hike even longer. Has your
skipper missed the 2-boat circle at the weather mark
and now you will be ducking a string of 5-10 Snipes
on starboard? What about the main: is it trimmed in
so tight that the leech is cut off and the boat is going
a knot slower than the one on your hip? Or maybe
there is one huge shift on the left as you sail off to
the right.

Many times it takes the crew to discover these
mistakes. If your skipper is doing their job,
concentrating on the speed and point then someone

on board better be thinking tactics. It is the crew’s
job to make sure the skipper has not led the team off
to a dead end Keep your eyes open on the courses.
Give the skipper feedback. Puff on the left. Righty
just ahead. Port layline 5 boat lengths. You’re too
low and fast, let’s try some point.

Now an idea for speed: before each start, check your
trim. Go down low and look up the sail. The leach of
the jib should match the back of the main. This
means there should be a good deal of twist in the jib.
The slot (gap between the leech of the jib and luff of
the main) should be fairly equal all the way up
Under the boom in the lower part of the jib you may
use some more return on the jib. This means that the
jib can be hooked back toward the centerline.

In my new boat, I use an inboard lead. But most of
the time this is in light air. That means you can sit
low and hold the jib in with your hand. Don’t forget
the leech must match the back of the main from the
boom up. With this inboard twist you may go faster
and higher. Give it a try next time the wind is under
8 knots. Go up with another boat and then make the
change. Work on this technique over time and you
will find when it works best.

GTYC Update
By John Briggs
Captain, Fleet #38

The Traverse City Interlake group has been battling
volatile weather systems in our efforts to spend time
on the water. The entire pre-season has been spent
standing on the dock watching Bob Sagan sail his
boat in 20+ knots of wind.

The formal racing starts Thursday night June 6th and
the fleet should have 10 or more solid racing boats
on the line. The Grand Traverse Yacht Club (GTYC)
has purchased the fleet a new committee boat and
we also have new marks, new starting gear and new
flags. Interlake Fleet 38 of Traverse City, Michigan,
is ready to go.

All of us in Traverse City invite Interlake sailors to
the annual GREAT WHITE NORTHERN
CHAMPIONSHIPS to be held at The Grand
Traverse Yacht Club July 27th and July 28th. The
regatta is sponsored by Pepsi and Quantum Sails,
and West Marine is sponsoring the Sunday lunch.

For any questions please call John Briggs at 877-
FUN-8787.

We hope everyone has a wonderful season on the
water.

More competitive racing at this year’s Chief’s Regatta
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Where does “Starboard”
come from?
As printed in SNAX, Issue # 29, June 2001

We’ve heard a number of explanations about where
the term “starboard” comes from. Here’s the latest:

The ancient Viking longships in the 8th century had
one rudder, mounted on the right hand side of the
ship near the stern. This was called, in the ancient
Norse language, tea “sterwerke,” or steering works.
According to one marine historian, this word –
sterwerke – came to be spoken as “starboard”.

Actually, that explains a lot.  It must be the spirit of
the Vikings, the ancient raiders of northern Europe,
that comes out in people when they holler
“STARBOARD” at other boats.

From the Editor
By Ron Gall

Being a relatively new skipper in this sport, and with
my luck finding consistent crew, I have been finding
myself at the back of the pack quite often. This
doesn’t bother me as much as it may other people in
our class because of my deep desire to race.

What troubles me is that the number of boats at my
skill level is dwindling. This I have noticed at the
regatta level, and the club race level.

When I was younger, if you owned an Interlake, you
raced it. You learned much quicker because you
threw yourself into it. Also, you still had a chance at
beating other boats because there were several other
first-time Interlakers like yourself.

I know of many boat owners who have all but
stopped racing because of the “intimidation” factor.
They buy a boat, get all excited about racing.
Inevitably they go out, make a lot of mistakes, and
finish last. This happens a few times, and that’s the
last you see of them.

Only one boat gets to finish first, so don’t get
disappointed if it’s not you every time. And don’t
get discouraged. If you race long enough, and put in

Join ISCA Today
… and:

• Continue receiving this great
publication

• Become eligible for this year’s
National Championship Series in
Port Clinton, OH

• Become part of the Interlake
“family”

your time, you will be up there with the big guys.
But for now, just race for the fun of it. If it didn’t
interest you in some form or another, you would
have never bought your boat.

The class does not have to be all about hotshots. We
need a larger range of talents. Maybe if we made it
fun for the “less experienced” there wouldn’t be as
many boats laying around the club grounds
gathering dust.

I know that this is not just something that is
happening at my club. If we could get all of the
dormant Interlakes out racing, can you imagine how
big our races could get? Maybe you can think of way
to encourage these beginners. It’s worth a try, and
might even be vital to the survival of our sport.
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ISCA Executive
Committee Meeting
Saturday, May 4, 2002
Leatherlips Yacht Club,
Powell, Ohio

CALL TO ORDER
President Tom Marriott called the meeting to order at
6:10pm. A quorum (at least 50%) of the voting members
was present:

Tom Marriott (President)
Lisa Aspery (Secretary-Treasurer)
Jeff Clark (S-OH-VP)
Don Wilson (Indiana VP)
Clark Chapin (MI-VP)
Ron Gall (Intercom Editor)
Bob Bradley (Chief Measurer)

REPORTS
A. Secretary - Treasurer
The minutes from the March meeting were approved as
distributed.

Membership: Active 156
Associate 11
FYF 17
Life 4
Total 188

Money: Checking $4988.51
Savings $3919.91
Merrill Lynch $4966.12
Total $13874.54

B. Intercom
Ron Gall encouraged regatta organizers to get the results
in as soon as possible. Next deadline: June 1. Do not be
late.

C. Web Site
Jeff Clark reported the classifieds are always changing.
Lisa Aspery will look into adding tracking and a counter
to the web site.

D. Chief Measurer
Bob Bradley brought rough drafts of the Interlake CAD
drawings.

E. Regional VP Reports
Reports to be given at the general meeting after dinner.

OLD BUSINESS

National Race Committee
The NRC needs to meet with the Port Clinton committee
soon. The members of the NRC should review the sailing
instructions and forward any comments to Mike
Koschalk.

NEW BUSINESS

New Fleets
The ISCA is proud to reactivate two fleets – the American
Sailing Institute as Fleet 13 and North Cape Yacht Club
as Fleet 14. Welcome back!

Nationals 2002
Lisa Aspery moved to approve the bid from Portage YC
for 2003 Nationals. Jeff Clark seconded, motion passed.
Clark Chapin will be co-chair of the event, to be held
August 11 (measurement, womens, juniors) through
August 15, 2003. 8 or 9 races are planned.

Meeting adjourned at 6:40pm.

NEXT MEETING: at Nationals on Tuesday, August 13,
at 7:00pm in Port Clinton, Ohio.

ISCA General
Membership Meeting
Saturday, May 4, 2000
Leatherlips Yacht Club,
Powell, Ohio
President Tom Marriott opened the meeting at 8:00pm,
and congratulated the Leatherlips fleet on the 30 - boat
count. Several teams from the Mid-Atlantic Fleet 39 and
Grand Traverse Fleet 38 made the trip.

Traveler’s Series
The awards for the 2001 Traveler’s Series will be
awarded on the first night of Nationals.

New Fleets
Tom announced the reactivation of Fleet 13 at the
American Sailing Institute and Fleet 14 at North Cape
Yacht Club. Welcome back!

US Sailing’s National Sportsmanship Award
George Fisher received the US Sailing National
Sportsmanship Award, the W. Van Alan Clark, Jr.
Trophy, in March at St. Petersburg Yacht Club.

Meeting Minutes continued on next page
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Congratulations, George!

Builder - Terry Kilpatrick could not attend as he is
finishing up two more Interlakes. Don Wilson is
sailing the newly completed #1374 here at the
Chief’s.

Future Nationals
Mark your calendars – 2003 Nationals will be hosted
by Portage YC August 11 – 15, 2003. 2004 Nationals
has been approved for North Cape YC.

ISCA Marketing Vice President
We still need one, and marketing committee
members as well. Please contact Tom Marriott if you
can help out.

The meeting adjourned at 8:17pm.

Classified Ads:
I've got two sets of used sails for sale. An excellent
opportunity to retire someone's tired sails and step
up to proven winners. Can ship to your location via
UPS or deliver at 2002 Chiefs Regatta on May 4-5,
2002:
1996 North Main and Jib. $500. Used two seasons.
Good condition, always folded on the boat or rolled
off the boat. Stored inside during winter. Windows
in main and jib, luff wire for adjustable cloth
tension, etc.
1998 North Main and Jib. $500. Used two seasons.
Good condition, always folded on the boat or rolled
off the boat. Stored inside during winter. Windows
in main and jib, luff wire for adjustable cloth
tension, etc.
Contact Clark Chapin at (734) 453-4765 or by E-
mail at Clarkechapin@aol.com

Interlake #252: All fiberglass, aluminum boom &
mast; red bottom, white deck. 2 sets of sails and
trailer included. Boat is currently (Aug 2001) docked
in the Maumee River and in good sailing condition.
Asking $1000. Joe Coyle hm (419) 385-4349, wk
(419) 865-1295, e-mail: jjcoyle1944@buckeye-
express.com

Interlake #869: “Chiquita”. Yellow and white
colored Interlake with cover, trailer, and Thomas
main, jib and spinnaker. Call Susie Wathey at (419)
726-3454.

Interlake #906: all fiberglass, white over yellow,
aluminum mast and boom, Greiner main and jib,
bailers, Pamco trailer, Sailor Tailor
trailering/mooring cover, also includes 2 HP
Johnson outboard with detachable aluminum
outboard bracket. Asking $1,500. Contact Pete
Pehrson (812) 853-3992 or email at
peterpehrson@aol.com

Deadline
The Deadline for the Next

Intercom is Sunday,
September 1, 2002

Please send any articles and photos to:

Ron Gall
2022 Glencove Dr.
Toledo, OH  43609

(419) 382-6998
ron.gall@dana.com

Advertising Rates

1/4 Page 3-3/8 X 4-3/4…….$15.00/issue

1/3 Page 3-3/16 X 6-3/4…...$25.00/issue

1/2 Page 4-3/4 X 6-3/4…….$30.00/issue

2/3 Page 6-3/8 X 6-3/4…….$45.00/issue

Full Page 6-3/4 X 9-1/2…...$60.00/issue

Contact the Intercom Editor for further
details.

Question?

At age 79, Rip Harrison is still racing. Rip was curious if
there is anyone older than him is still racing? In case you
don’t already know him, Rip Harrison, is a member of the
Indianapolis Sailing Club and is a past President of our
class. If you have any insight on this please contact Rip at
RIP1932@aol.com.
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